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Welcome to Fondren Presbyterian Church! We’re so glad you’re with us for worship and fellowship. If 

you’re a first-time visitor, welcome to our church home. If you’re a return visitor, welcome back! Fondren is 

an inclusive faith community where everyone is welcome to come and grow in Christ. If you would like to 

learn more about Fondren, please seek out an usher or greeter after worship. 

Again, welcome! We hope this time of worship will renew and uplift your spirit.



April 18, 2019                                 Maundy Thursday       7:00 PM 
 

 WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 

WELCOME & OPPORTUNITIES FOR DISCIPLESHIP                                         The Rev. Dr. Rob Lowry 

PRELUDE1                “Herzlich Tut Mich Verlangen”           Michael Burkhardt                    

WE LIFT UP OUR HEARTS  

This is a night to remember. 

 We remember the Passover Jesus shared with His disciples. 

We remember His new covenant of broken bread and cup. 

 We remember His night alone in the garden in prayer. 

We remember His arrest and trial. 

 We remember His suffering and the denial of His friend. 

We remember His sinless hands which were spread wide in blessing and then nailed high on a 

 cross to cancel our sins. 

 We remember this night and thank God for Jesus’ presence with us.   

*HYMN #404                 What Is This Place                  KOMT NU MET ZANG 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

God's love for the world has been revealed in Jesus Christ, who certainly loved us to the 

uttermost; Jesus – Savior and Lord – who at his last meal with his disciples gave them – and us – 

that new commandment: “…love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one 

another.”  With the love of Christ surrounding us, let us pray.  

CONFESSION OF OUR SINFULNESS   

Merciful God, we confess that so often our discipleship has been weak ...  

when we have failed to serve as Jesus served;  

 forgive us. 

When we have failed to love one another as Jesus loves us;  

 forgive us.      

When we have been happy to proclaim our devotion to Jesus with 

our lips and then denied him by our actions;  

 forgive us.                                            

                                                 
1
 This piece, a cherished favorite of Judy Sclater, is played in loving memory of her many decades of distinguished 

contributions as Fondren's organist. 



Merciful God, empower us by your Spirit to be steady and true  

to you in every time of trial; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 Amen. 

SUNG PETITION       You Are the Lord, Giver of Mercy    WAYFARING STRANGER 

 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Jesus said: "I came not to judge the world, but to save the world" and "having loved his own who 

were in the world, he loved them to the end"   

The good news therefore is this: In Jesus Christ, we are loved and we are forgiven. 

 Thanks be to God! 

THE PEACE 

 The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, which passes all understanding, be with you all. 

  And also with you.  

Please turn to those nearby and extend a hand of friendship and a word of greeting. 

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON               Matthew 26:17-29 

Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where will you have us 

prepare for you to eat the Passover?” He said, “Go into the city to a certain one, and say to him, ‘The 

Teacher says, My time is at hand; I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.’” And the 

disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the passover. 

When it was evening, he sat at table with the twelve disciples; and as they were eating, he said, “Truly, I 

say to you, one of you will betray me.” And they were very sorrowful, and began to say to him one after 

another, “Is it I, Lord?” He answered, “He who has dipped his hand in the dish with me, will betray 

me. The Son of man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed! It 

would have been better for that man if he had not been born.” Judas, who betrayed him, said, “Is it I, 

Master?” He said to him, “You have said so.” 



Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed, and broke it, and gave it to the disciples and said, 

“Take, eat; this is my body.” And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, 

“Drink of it, all of you; for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the 

forgiveness of sins. I tell you I shall not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it 

new with you in my Father’s kingdom.”                   

ANTHEM         When I Survey the Wondrous Cross                                     HAMBURG 
                                      (See hymn #223 for text.)                                    arr. John Ferguson 
 

SERMON     “Yes. Yes, It Is.”                         Dr. Lowry 

WE GATHER AT GOD’S TABLE 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE  

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING2  

 We believe that bread comes from grain 

 that grows in the wind and the sun and the rain 

 with the farmers’ help. 

 We believe that bread comes from love 

 the love of God 

 the love of the farmer 

 the love of the baker’s hands 

 the love of those who bring it to us. 

                                                 
2
 Part 1 inspired by Matthew 26:26. Excerpted from Liturgy for sharing bread and wine by Frank Henderson. Posted on the Third 

Space website. http://third-space.org.uk/blog 

http://third-space.org.uk/blog


 We believe that bread can be 

 and should be broken and shared 

 and given to all persons until all have enough. 

 We believe that Jesus loved bread 

 and took it and broke it and blessed it 

 and gave it to his disciples. 

 We believe enough in bread 

 to want to receive it from Jesus 

 to want it to nurture us. 

 We want to be bread for others. 

 We believe the Spirit will help us.  

 The Words of Institution  

 This is for you, 

 but it may change you 

 from one who is anxiously concerned 

 about their own redemption 

 into one who knows  

 that Christ’s body is the earth 

 and all who walk upon it, 

 are one in Him 

 into knowing that 

 we are not redeemed 

 by our being good 

 but by our being connected 

 into knowing that 

 daring to eat 

 at the table of Jesus Christ 

 has unimaginable consequences. 

 So come, come to be made whole, 

 and to participate in the work 

 of making us one with Him and each other. 

 So come, come and renew your soul, 

 and drink the grace of the one 

 who lived and died, and most urgently, 

 lives even now, for you. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors;  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 



THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

WE DEPART IN GOD’S NAME 

*THE STRIPPING OF THE CHURCH 

After the church is stripped in preparation for Good Friday, worshipers are invited to remain in 

prayer or leave in contemplative silence in preparation for the holy days to come. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRIDUUM WORSHIP AT FONDREN 

GOOD FRIDAY 7 PM 

The Tenebrae service on Good Friday remembers the darkness that descended following the death of Jesus.  

Candlelight, music, and stillness mark this service of reflection. 

HOLY SATURDAY/GREAT VIGIL 7:30 PM 

Traditionally the first service of Easter, the Great Vigil begins around the fire outside as we celebrate Christ as the 

light of the world. 

 

EASTER AT FONDREN 

EARLY SERVICE (COURTYARD) 8:30 AM 

The early service on Easter is held in the courtyard and includes litanies and songs celebrating the breaking of the 

new day of resurrection in Christ. 

EASTER BREAKFAST 9:15 AM 

A Fondren Easter tradition is the community breakfast featuring Dave’s amazing pancakes and plenty of good food 

and fellowship. 

EASTER EGG HUNT 10:00 AM 

Watch the front lawn come alive with children hunting for Easter Eggs. There are plenty for everyone and all are 

welcome! 

FLOWERING OF THE CROSS 10:00 AM 

The cross in the front of the church is transformed on Easter morning with greenery and flowers. Bring flowers 

from your own yard or use some of the many provided by our green thumb-Presbyterians. 

TRADITIONAL EASTER WORSHIP  

WITH COMMUNION 11:00 AM 

Our traditional Easter service includes the celebration of the Lord’s Supper and wonderful music from the chancel 

choir.  Join us as we lift our voices in celebration and praise for the Day of Resurrection! 



April 19, 2019                     Good Friday Service of Tenebrae                         7:00 PM 

 
Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the congregation  

participates in word or song are noted in bold type. 

*All who are able are invited to stand. 

A SERVICE OF TENEBRAE 
TOLLING OF THE HOUR                                

PRELUDE                           “Ah, Holy Jesus”           arr. G. A. Gentry 

*HYMN #221                                  “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded”                    PASSION CHORALE 

(The Tenebrae candles are lighted.) 

*CELEBRATION OF THE LIGHT 
 Let us recite together the ancient hymn of gladdening light: 

 O gracious Light, pure brightness of the everlasting Father in heaven, O Jesus   

 Christ, holy and blessed! Now as we come to the setting of the sun, and our eyes   

 behold the vesper light, we sing Your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.   

 You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, O Son of God, O Giver of  

 life, and to be glorified through all the worlds.  

THE GENERAL CONFESSION 

 Let us bend the knee of our hearts and confess our sins before our Lord. 

 O blessed King of kings, we stand before Your throne with broken hearts and spirits, with  

 blemished souls and shattered honor. We have sinned, O Merciful One, we have sinned 

 against You.  By thoughts, by words, by deeds undone, we’ve failed to hold Your 

 Commandments. We have rebelled, our Lord, and deserve Your swift justice. Yet before 

 Your throne do we confess our faults. We repent, O Lord, have mercy upon us and forgive 

 us. Allow us once again to enter Your service and to amend those things we have done 

 wrong, to repent of our sins through Your atoning death and with the help of Your Grace; 

 for Your honor and for the glory of Your Holy Name. Amen. 

Time for silent confession and meditation 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting.  I declare to you, in the name of Jesus 

 Christ, you are forgiven.  May the God of mercy, who forgives you all your sins, strengthen you 

 in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

 Amen. 

*HYMN #216                                    “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”                           ST. CHRISTOPHER 

 

 

 



THE PASSION OF OUR LORD 
 

I 
The Passover with the Disciples – Stacy Clark 

Matthew 26:17-25 

Hymn #207, verse 1, Dr. Arlandra Harvey 

 

II 
The Institution of the Lord’s Supper – Jan Taylor 

Matthew 26:26-30 

 

III 
Peter’s Denial Foretold – Matt Morgan 

Matthew 26:31-35 

Hymn #207, verse 2, Dr. Arlandra Harvey 

 

IV 
Jesus Prays in Gethsemane – Peggy Miller 

Matthew 26:36-46 

Hymn #207, verses 3 & 4, Dr. Arlandra Harvey 

 

V 
The Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus – Stacy Clark 

Matthew 26:47-56 

Hymn #207, verses 5 & 6, Dr. Arlandra Harvey 

 

VI 
Jesus Before the High Priest – Jan Taylor 

Matthew 26:57-68 

 

VII 
Peter’s Denial of Jesus – Matt Morgan 

Matthew 26:69-75 

Hymn #207, verse 7, Dr. Arlandra Harvey 

 

VIII 
Jesus Brought Before Pilate – Peggy Miller 

Matthew 27:1-2 

 

IX 
The Suicide of Judas – Stacy Clark 

Matthew 27:3-10 

 

X 
Pilate Questions Jesus – Jan Taylor 

Matthew 27:11-23 



XI 
Pilate Hands Jesus Over to Be Crucified – Matt Morgan 

Matthew 27:24-31 

 

XII 
The Crucifixion of Jesus – Peggy Miller 

Matthew 27:32-44 

Crucifixus – James Sclater 

James Sclater, clarinet 

 

XIII 
The Death of Jesus – Stacy Clark 

Matthew 27:45-56 

Hymn #207, verse 8, Dr. Arlandra Harvey 

 

XIV 
The Burial of Jesus – Jan Taylor 

Matthew 27:57-66 

 

TOLLING OF THE BELL 

DEPARTURE IN SILENCE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



April 20, 2019                               Great Vigil of Easter                                     7:30 PM 

 
Easter Vigil, also called the Paschal Vigil or the Great Vigil of Easter, is a service held 

in traditional Christian churches as the first official celebration of the Resurrection of Jesus. 

Historically, it is during this service that people are baptized and that adult catechumens are received into full 

communion with the Church. In churches that celebrate infant baptism, it is common to include the reaffirmation 

of Baptismal covenant.   

It is held in the hours of darkness between sunset on Holy Saturday and sunrise on Easter Day – most commonly 

in the evening of Holy Saturday or midnight – and is the first celebration of Easter, days traditionally being 

considered to begin at sunset. 

Our service tonight occurs in three distinct movements; the Service of Light (in the courtyard around the fire), the 

Service of the Word (in the nave), and the Service of Reaffirmation of Baptismal Covenant (around the font in the 

front lawn).  All are invited to participate fully in each part of the service.   

 

THE GATHERING 
Worshipers gather in front of the church at the fire. 

 

*GREETING AND INTRODUCTION 

 Grace and peace from Jesus Christ our Lord be with you. 

  And also with you. 

 Sisters and brothers in Christ, on this most holy night when our Savior Jesus Christ passed from  

  death to life, we gather with the church throughout the world in vigil and prayer. 

  This is the Passover of Jesus Christ: through the light, the Word, and the water, we  

  recall Christ’s death and resurrection, we share Christ’s triumph over sin and  

  death, and with invincible hope we await Christ’s coming again.  

 Hear the Word of God: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the  

  Word was God. In the Word was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light  

  shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

*OPENING PRAYER 

 Eternal God, in Jesus Christ you have given the light of life to all the world. Sanctify this new  

  fire and inflame us with a desire to shine forth with the brightness of Christ’s rising, until  

  we feast at the banquet of eternal light, through Christ, the Sun of Righteousness. Amen. 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_worship#Sacramental_tradition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resurrection_of_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baptism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catechumen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holy_Saturday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Easter_Day


THE PROCESSION 

*LIGHTING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE 

 The light of Christ rises in glory, overcoming the darkness of sin and death.  

*LIGHTING THE CANDLES 

After the paschal candle is lit, the people pass the light using the same words. 

*PROCESSION INTO THE CHURCH 

 BEFORE THE PROCESSION BEGINS 

  Bells sound. 

  One sings: The light of Christ 

  Bells sound. 

  All echo: Thanks be to God.  

 AT THE DOOR 

  Bells sound. 

  One sings: The light of Christ 

  Bells sound. 

  All echo: Thanks be to God. 

 FOLLOWING THE PROCESSION 

  Bells sound. 

  One sings: The light of Christ 

  Bells sound. 

  All echo: Thanks be to God. 

*THE EXSULTET (chanted) 

The following melody is used for each congregational chant response: 

 
 

 (Sung) Exult, O hosts of heaven! Sing choirs of angels! For Jesus Christ is risen! 

Bells sound. 

  (Sung) Exult, O hosts of heaven! Sing choirs of angels! For Jesus Christ is risen! 



 Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendor, ablaze with light! Let all corners of the earth be glad! 

Bells sound. 

  (Sung) Exult, O hosts of heaven! Sing choirs of angels! For Jesus Christ is risen! 

 Celebrate, O church! Exult in glory! The risen Savior shines upon you! Let this place resound  

 with joy, echoing the mighty songs of all God’s people! 

Bells sound. 

  (Sung) Exult, O hosts of heaven! Sing choirs of angels! For Jesus Christ is risen! 

 The Lord be with you. 

  And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 

  We lift them up to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 It is truly right that with full hearts and minds and voices we should praise you, the unseen God,  

 all-powerful creator. For Christ has redeemed us by the incarnation, death, and  resurrection. 

Bells sound. 

  (Sung) Exult, O hosts of heaven! Sing choirs of angels! For Jesus Christ is risen! 

 This is our Passover feast, when Christ, the true lamb consecrates the homes of all followers.  

 This is the night when first you saved our forebears: you freed the people of Israel from their  

 slavery and led them through the sea.  

 This is the night when Christians everywhere, clean from sin and free of defilement, are restored  

 to grace and grow together in holiness.  

 This is the night when Jesus Christ broke the chains of death and rose triumphant from the grave. 

Bells sound. 

  (Sung) Exult, O hosts of heaven! Sing choirs of angels! For Jesus Christ is risen! 

 May the Morning Star which never sets find this flame still burning: Christ that Morning Star,  

 who came back from the dead, and shed peaceful light on all creation. 

  Amen. 

The people extinguish their candles. 

 

 

  



THE WORD 
  

THE FIRST READING         The Story of Creation          Genesis 1-2 

RESPONSE        South African Alleluia            arr. Gobingca Mxadana 

 

 

THE SECOND READING   The Great Flood          Genesis 7-9 

RESPONSE        South African Alleluia (above) 

 

 

 

 

 



THE THIRD READING     The Covenant with Israel     Genesis 17-21 

RESPONSE #586      Alleluia      ALLELUIA 7 

The congregation will repeat three times 

 

THE FOURTH READING          The Flight from Egypt        from Exodus  

RESPONSE                Alleluia (above) 

       The congregation will repeat three times.    

THE FIFTH READING    The Establishment of the Reign       from 1 & 2 Samuel  

RESPONSE (SOLO)                Canadian Hallelujah     Leonard Cohen  

THE SIXTH READING            The Prophecy in Exile               Isaiah 55 

RESPONSE                            Canadian Hallelujah     Leonard Cohen  

(The congregation is invited to sing the melody along with soloist) 

 
 

THE SEVENTH READING       The Incarnation of Christ          John 1  

 



RESPONSE #590        Hallelujah                    HALLELUIA (MARAIRE) 

We will repeat the hymn a number of times, with the last time signaled. 

 

THE FINAL READING   The Resurrection       from Mark 16  

RESPONSE     “He Is Not Here”         Ann Phelps 

THE RECESSIONAL     Hallelujah (above)        HALLELUIA (MARAIRE) 
The congregation will repeat the Hallelujahs as we process out of the church. 

RENEWAL OF THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT 

Worshipers gather around the water on the west lawn. 

AT THE FONT    

We thank you, God, for the gift of creation made known to us in water and word. 

Before the world had shape and form, your Spirit moved over the waters. Out of the waters of the 

deep, you formed the firmament and brought forth the earth to sustain all life. 

In the time of Moses, your people Israel passed through the Red Sea waters from slavery to 

freedom and crossed the flowing Jordan to enter the promised land. 



You have come to us through water in the stories of Jesus who was nurtured in the water of 

Mary’s womb, baptized by John in the water of the Jordan, and became living water to a woman 

at the Samaritan well. Jesus washed the feet of the disciples and sent them forth to baptize with 

water and spirit. 

Bless by your Holy Spirit, gracious God, this water. Bless all who touch and taste this water that 

may be ever reminded of your abiding presence and claim on their lives. Amen. 

AFFIRMATIONS 

 Trusting in the grace and mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin and renounce evil and  

 its power in the world? 

  I do. 

The congregation will be sprinkled with water in a rite known as Asperges. 

 Do you turn to Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, trusting in grace and love? 

  I do. 

Asperges 

 Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, following out into the world, obeying the Word, and  

 showing love? 

  I will with God’s help. 

Asperges 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

 Then now let us go into the world in peace and love to serve Christ in the power of resurrection.  

 Alleluia! 

  Amen. 

 Christ is risen! 

  Christ is risen! 

  Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

   Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

  Christ is risen, indeed! 

   Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia! Alleluia! Amen! 

All gathered are invited to greet one another with signs of Christ’s peace. 


