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Welcome to Fondren Presbyterian Church! We’re so glad you’re with us this morning for worship and fellowship. If 

you’re a first-time visitor, welcome to our church home. If you’re a return visitor, welcome back! Fondren is an inclusive 

faith community where everyone is welcome to come and grow in Christ. If you would like to learn more about Fondren, 

please seek out an usher or greeter or join us at the communion table after worship where one of our elders will be happy 

to share more about life at Fondren Presbyterian. 

Again, welcome! We hope this time of worship will renew and uplift your spirit. 

  



WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 
*Those able may stand.         

Bold type indicates a unison response 

 

WELCOME & OPPORTUNITIES FOR DISCIPLESHIP                                                        The Rev. Dr. Rob Lowry 

PRELUDE                                 “Prière à Notre-Dame”      arr. Léon Boëllmann 

WE LIFT UP OUR HEARTS1               Stacy Clark 

One: Let us give thanks to our Creator, for the Creator is always with us.  

All:  Creator and creating God, you have given life to all around us.  

One: You call us to be with you whether we are inside in the shelter of these walls or outside in the shelter of your 

trees.  

All:  God is with us when we gather together and when we are alone.  

One: We are here to answer that call.  

All:  We will sing joyfully and we will listen attentively for your whispering voice. 

*GATHERING HYMN #260                     “Alleluia! Sing to Jesus”                                          HYFRYDOL 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

CONFESSION OF OUR SINFULNESS (Unison)2 

God, You ask for our courage to protect the powerless 

but we prefer to remain safe, preserving ourselves for future challenges. 

  

You ask us to speak out for justice 

but we whisper, in case we are heard. 

  

You ask us to stand up for what is right, 

but we would rather blend into the crowd 

  

You ask us to have faith, 

when doubting seems so much easier. 

  

Lord forgive our calculated efforts to follow you, 

only when it is convenient to do so, 

only in those places where it is safe to do so, 

only with those who make it easy to do so. 

  

Together we pray 

God forgive us and renew us; 

Inspire us and challenge us so that we might risk the journey to your kingdom with you, 

Amen 

Silence  

 

 

                                                 
1
 We Lift Up Our Hearts is taken from a United Church of Canada liturgy written for the close of their four-year Truth and 

Reconciliation process which sought to heal the church’s relationship with First Nations peoples in Canada.  Like the Truth and 

Reconciliation process in South Africa, the United Church process opened many old wounds, but the pain of those conversations led 

to a deeper understanding of First Nations and a stronger sense of identity and purpose for the church. 

2
 The Prayer of Confession was offered at a worship service at Greenbelt, UK. Composed by a member of the church in the global 

south, it was led by a Palestinian Christian. 



SUNG PETITION #469 (seated) 

 Lord, lis-ten to your child-ren pray-ing. 

Lord, send your Spir-it in this place. 

Lord, lis-ten to your child-ren pray-ing. 

Send us love; send us power; send us grace. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

One: …in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!   

All:   Thanks be to God! 

+THE PEACE 

One: The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, which passes all understanding, be with you all. 

All: And also with you.  

Please turn to those nearby and extend a hand of friendship and a word of greeting. 

 

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN                      Diane Setzer & Youth 

Children of all ages are invited to come down to the front for the Time for Children.   

Following the prayer, children age 6 and younger may go with the volunteers to the nursery. 

INTERLUDE  

ANTHEM                  “Look and See the Face of Christ”                                      Marty Haugen 

In the ones who have no bread, in the parched who faint for water,  

In the ones who mourn their dead: look and see the face of Christ.  

In the homeless refugee, in the stranger and the alien, 

Fleeing desp’rate poverty: look and see the face of Christ, who said, 

“I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, 

I was naked and you shared your clothes, I was the stranger that you welcomed in.” 

In the ones diseased, distressed, seeking comfort, seeking company, 

The imprisoned and oppressed: look and see the face of Christ. 

In the ones who have no home, those who sleep on street and alleyway, 

In the ones who die alone; look and see the face of Christ, who said, 

“I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, 

I was naked and you shared your clothes, I was the stranger that you welcomed in. 

I was sick and you cared for me; locked in prison and came to me. 

What you did for the least of these, you did it unto me.” 

All who yearn for God’s rich grace, all who seek the new Jerusalem:  

Look and see! Within each face is the image of the Christ, who said……. 

(Based on Matthew 25:35, 36, 40) 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                         

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                                          Exodus 19:3-7, 20:1-17 

SERMON                                                                       “Claimed”                                                                Dr. Lowry 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

*HYMN OF RESPONSE #214              “You Are My Refuge, Faithful God”         MORNING SONG  



*WHAT WE BELIEVE3              Adapted from the Accra Confession 

We believe in God, Creator and Sustainer of all life, who calls us as partners in the creation and 

redemption of the world. We live under the promise that Jesus Christ came so that all might have life in 

fullness. Guided and upheld by the Holy Spirit we open ourselves to the reality of our world. 

We believe that God is sovereign over all creation. “The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof.”  

We believe that God has made a covenant with all of creation. God has brought into being an earth 

community based on the vision of justice and peace. The covenant is a gift of grace that is not for sale in the 

market place. It is an economy of grace for the household of all of creation. Jesus shows that this is an 

inclusive covenant in which the poor and marginalized are preferential partners and calls us to put justice 

for the “least of these” at the center of the community of life. All creation is blessed and included in this 

covenant. 

We believe that God calls us to stand with those who are victims of injustice. We know what the Lord 

requires of us: to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with God.  

DEDICATION OF REREDOS SHELF4 

One: How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of Hosts! 

All:  My soul sings, indeed it faints for the courts of the Lord.  

One: Happy are those who live in your house ever singing your praise. 

All:  Happy are those whose strength is in you, in whose heart are the highways of Zion. 

One: Let us pray. 

 Eternal God, high and holy, no building can contain your glory.  May this space be used as a gathering place 

of goodwill. When we worship, let us worship gladly; when we study, let us learn your truth. May every 

meeting held here meet with your approval, so that this building may stand as a sign of your Spirit at work in 

the world, and as a witness to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

 God of mercy, we rejoice that our Savior invites all who trust in him to share the feast he has prepared.  We 

come with hunger in our souls that can be fed only by the bread of life and the cup of salvation. Befitting the 

meal that we share, we seek to create in this space an inviting and reverent place where hearts may be at ease 

and souls lifted by the inspiration of your spirit.  

 We dedicate to your glory this reredos shelf. May it be a fitting backdrop to the meal that we share and a 

useful resource to this space we set aside for praise.   

 We thank you for the generous hearts of those who give to the work and worship of your church. 

 We remember with thanksgiving the lives of those in whose memory this gift is made.  

 Trusting in the great and merciful promises of Christ Jesus our Lord, we dedicate our very lives to your 

service in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

   

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

OFFERTORY                                                 “O Perfect Love”                                 arr. Janet Linker                            

                                                 
3
 The Accra Confession was adopted by the members churches of the World Council of Reformed Churches at their 23

rd
 Assembly in 

Debrecen, Hungary in 1997.  Written in response to pleas from churches in the two-thirds world (especially those in southern Africa), 

the confession is a statement of the church’s faith in God’s justice and an acknowledgement of our responsibility to resist systems of 

economic oppression and environmental destruction which disproportionately impact the developing world and poorer communities. 

4
 A reredos screen is traditionally an ornate wall behind the high altar in a church.  In the Reformed tradition, the communion table is 

not an altar and is not normally fixed to the back wall of the chancel.  Consequently, it is rare to see a traditional reredos screen in a 

Reformed or Presbyterian church.  More often a table or shelf will be placed behind the communion table.  This shelf may hold a bible 

on a lectern, flowers, or a cross.  Often it is left bare during traditional seasons of penance like Lent and Advent. The new enclosed 

table behind the communion table is a reredos in the Reformed tradition designed to mimic the architecture of the chancel.  



*SUNG THANKSGIVING #717              “For the Life You Have Given”         PLEADING SAVIOR 

 

 

WE GATHER AT GOD’S TABLE 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE  

THE SURSUM CORDA   

One: The Lord be with you. 

All:   And also with you. 

One:  Lift up your hearts. 

All:   We lift them up to the Lord. 

One:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD  

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

WE DEPART IN GOD’S NAME 

*PARTING HYMN #439                         “O My Soul, Bless Your Redeemer”                          STUTTGART 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 

*POSTLUDE                                                                              Psalm 19                                    Benedetto Marcello 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS AND VOLUNTEERS TODAY Sue Moen, Hubby Saunders, Jill Upton, Carolyn White 

(Ushers), Stacy Clark (Liturgist), Jane Sanders (Communion Preparation), Diane Setzer & Youth  (Time for Children) 

Kristen & Nilah Miller (Childcare). 

THE FLOWERS TODAY are given by Jane Sanders to the glory of God and in memory of her parents, Robert and 

Maurine Sanders, married October 7, 1938. 
 

THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH THIS WEEK 

THE BIBLE STUDY ON ROMANS led by Rob will continue Wednesday night. For copies of the first week’s study 

guide, contact the church office at fondrenpcusa@comcast.net. 

CLEAN-UP BUCKET AND HYGIENE KITS may be brought to the church and added to those from other PC(USA) 

congregations.  These supplies are used by Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and Church World Service in the wake of 

natural and man-made disasters.  Lists of items for each may be found on the Ministry Opportunities Board outside the 

finance office. 

ADOPT-A-SCHOOL/PARTNERS IN EDUCATION is up and running in our new partnership with Galloway 

Elementary School and we need all willing souls to join us.  Information about specific opportunities will be included in 

the mid-Fall newsletter in early October. Be on the lookout for how you can join in making a difference in the life of a 

JPS student. Supplies for the P.I.E Store for teachers may be left by the stairs between the men’s and women’s restrooms 

just inside the door. Items currently needed are posted on the Ministry Opportunities Board outside the finance office. 

THE MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY BOARD located outside the finance office has sign-up sheets for church activities 

and volunteer opportunities.  

mailto:fondrenpcusa@comcast.net


FALL MUSICALE As part of the ongoing Sclater Concert Series, Fondren Pres presents a “Fall Musicale” at 3 PM next 

Sunday, October 14. Mezzo-soprano Viola Dacus and soprano Mandy Spivak, accompanied by Tyler Kemp at the piano, 

will perform songs by early 20th-century German composers Richard Strauss and Gustav Mahler. The soloists will also 

perform a duet from the Bellini opera Norma as well as Jimmy Sclater’s duet composition, “Within the Circles,” based on 

a poem by Wendell Berry. 

Stalwarts in the Jackson music scene, Ms. Spivak and Ms. Dacus teach at Mississippi College. Both have earned national 

reputations as solo performers and in opera. A multi-talented musician, Tyler Kemp also teaches at MC.  Come out for an 

afternoon of exceptional music! 

A SECOND ENNEAGRAM CLASS will begin in late October.  If you have questions or would like to be part of this 

group, please email Rob at robertwilliamlowry@gmail.com to reserve your spot.   

 

CONGREGATIONAL AND COMMUNITY CARE 

WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER Carol Beckman, Pratt Blankenhorn, Edna Dreher, Kay Ford, Tay Gillespie, Marion T. 

Redding, and Mary Robinson. 

BE SURE TO SIGN THE PRAYER NOTES on the table in the Narthex.  They will be sent to those on our prayer list. 

TO ADD A NAME to the prayer list, please email or call the church office (fondrenpcusa@comcast.net or 601-982-

3232). Unless otherwise instructed, names are included in the eNews and bulletin for four weeks.  

 

THE CHURCH CALENDAR   
Sunday, October 7, 27

th
 Sunday of Ordinary Time 

    9:00 a.m. – Handbells Rehearsal 

    9:30 a.m. – Sunday School  

  10:30 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 

                                                Fellowship Time 

  11:00 a.m. – Morning Worship 

  12:00 p.m. – Called Session Meeting 

    5:30 p.m. – Youth Fellowship 

    5:45 p.m. – The 5:45 Worship 

Monday, October 8 

                6:00 p.m. – Enneagram Class 

Wednesday, October 10 
    5:30 p.m. – Adult Choir Rehearsal   

                                                Children’s Fellowship 

    6:00 p.m. – Fellowship Supper 

    6:50 p.m. – Evening Prayer 

    7:00 p.m. – Adult & Youth Programs 

Sunday, October 14, 27
th

 Sunday of Ordinary Time 

    9:00 a.m. – Handbells Rehearsal 

    9:30 a.m. – Sunday School  

  10:30 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 

                                                Fellowship Time 

  11:00 a.m. – Morning Worship 

  12:00 p.m. – Second Sunday Lunch 

           Worship Committee 

           Christian Education Committee 

           Youth & Children Meeting 

    3:00 p.m. – Recital 

    5:30 p.m. – Youth Fellowship 

    5:45 p.m. – The 5:45 Worship 

 

 

mailto:robertwilliamlowry@gmail.com
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FONDREN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF 
The Reverend Dr. Rob Lowry, Pastor/Head of Staff 

The Reverend Dr. Rims Barber, Parish Associate 

Dr. Nell Adams, Music Director 

Ben Williams, Interim Organist 

Diane Setzer, Director of Ministries with Children & Youth 

Audie Dodson, Administrative Assistant 

Dee Stallings, Accountant 

Fran Peacock, Accountant 

Terry Longino, Sexton 

Jeannette Blockman, Kitchen Assistant 

Wendy Edwards, Nursery Worker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
3220 Old Canton Road     Jackson, Mississippi 39216     601.982.3232 

 

OUR MISSION AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
 

Living into our shared calling, Fondren Presbyterian Church welcomes and 

nurtures all children of God into the work of justice, reconciliation, and 

transformation of the world in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 

 
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

And with all of your soul and with all your mind . . . 

and you shall love your neighbor as yourself. 

—Matthew 22:37-39 

 

What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, 

and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 

—Micah 6:8 

 


