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Welcome to Fondren Presbyterian Church! We’re so glad you’re with us this morning for worship and fellowship. If 

you’re a first-time visitor, welcome to our church home. If you’re a return visitor, welcome back! Fondren is an inclusive 

faith community where everyone is welcome to come and grow in Christ. If you would like to learn more about Fondren, 

please seek out an usher or greeter or join us at the communion table after worship where one of our elders will be happy 

to share more about life at Fondren Presbyterian. 

Again, welcome! We hope this time of worship will renew and uplift your spirit.  



WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 
*Those able may stand.         

Bold type indicates a unison response 

On August 17, 1560, reformer John Knox and five of his colleagues presented the first reformed Confession of Faith 

written in the English language to the Parliament of Scotland. ‘The Scots Confession’, as it is now known, united all of 

Scotland in its politics and in the church. From that day on, the nation was united under a Protestant Flag, emblazoned 

with the cross of St. Andrew. It was the birth of the Church of Scotland, and Presbyterianism became a new denomination 

of Christians.  

Today, Fondren Presbyterian Church celebrates its heritage in descent from the Church of Scotland. It is from an 

unadorned Calvinist faith of Word and Sacrament, preached passionately in Scotland by the great reformer John Knox 

during the sixteenth century that Fondren Presbyterian Church continues to draw its life and mission. Now part of a 

worldwide Reformed family of churches, the Presbyterian Church (USA) celebrates our roots in the Scottish Reformation 

while always remembering the worldwide reach of the Gospel and the global nature of the church we share. 

With voices singing and bagpipes playing, we will celebrate our Scottish heritage in this service for the worship of God. 

WELCOME & OPPORTUNITIES FOR DISCIPLESHIP                                                        The Rev. Dr. Rob Lowry 

GATHERING PRAYER  

PIPES AND PROCESSION           Jim Goode, Bagpipes  

LITANY FOR REFORMATION SUNDAY                      Inez Dunlap 

One: As we celebrate the Reformation, let us also pray for reconciliation within the body of Christ. 

 For the church that in every age has taught the faith to children, shared the sacraments, and fed the poor, 

All:  O God, we give you thanks. 

One: For the times when the church has let the human urge for power and self-preservation prevail over the will 

of God, 

All:  O God, we ask forgiveness. 

One: For those who work to create unity among all the churches and seek to find ways to walk together, 

All:  O God, we give you thanks. 

One: For us, when we promote sectarianism above our unity as children of God and brothers and sisters in Christ, 

All:  O God, we ask forgiveness. 

One: For those in every age who bring reformation and renewal to the church when it has become complacent, 

All:  O God, we give you thanks. 

One: For those instances when we have driven out sisters and brothers who had a different vision of God’s will 

for us, 

All:  O God, we ask forgiveness. 

One: For the diversity of expression in our many churches and denominations and for the spirit of liberation that 

allows the church to continually renew itself, 

All:  O God, we give you thanks. 

One: For the church, that we may be worthy and willing to work at healing divisions among all worshiping 

communities throughout the whole world, we pray in the name of the God who is Creator of all. 

All:  Amen. 

*GATHERING HYMN #624             “I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art”         TOULON 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

 



CONFESSION OF OUR SINFULNESS (Unison)1 

Waken our hearts, O Lord, our God; make them ever watchful to serve You and Your purposes. 

Trouble us with the smallness of our vision and work. 

Trouble us with the greatness of Your command to make disciples of all nations. 

Trouble us with Your great love for sinners and our own slowness to make You our greatest love. 

Trouble us with the brevity of our lives and time, talent, and treasure not invested in eternity. 

Comfort us by drawing us to Yourself with the cords of Your unfailing mercy. 

Comfort us, O Lord, with the assurance of our salvation and unending glory with You when we suffer and 

are afflicted. 

Rekindle in us a renewed desire for the coming of Your glorious kingdom when all wrongs will be made 

right, when everything that is broken will be made whole, and when we will trade a cross for a crown. 

In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 

Silence  

SUNG PETITION #469 (seated) 

 Lord, lis-ten to your child-ren pray-ing. 

Lord, send your Spir-it in this place. 

Lord, lis-ten to your child-ren pray-ing. 

Send us love; send us power; send us grace. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

One: …in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!   

All:   Thanks be to God! 

+THE PEACE 

One: The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, which passes all understanding, be with you all. 

All: And also with you.  

Please turn to those nearby and extend a hand of friendship and a word of greeting. 

 

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN                         

Children of all ages are invited to come down to the front for the Time for Children.   

Following the prayer, children age 6 and younger may go with the volunteers to the nursery. 

INTERLUDE  

ANTHEM                 “I’ll Walk with God”              Nicholas Brody 

Jim Miller, Tenor 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                        I Kings 3:4-28  

SERMON                           Being Clever Is Not the Same Thing as Being Wise          Dr. Lowry 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

*HYMN OF RESPONSE #307    “God of Grace and God of Glory”        CWM RHONDDA 

                                                 
1
 Adapted from the prayers of Martin Luther. 



*WHAT WE BELIEVE          The Scots Confession  

We confess and acknowledge one God alone,  

 to whom alone we must cleave,  

 whom alone we must serve,  

 whom only we must worship,  

 and in whom alone we put our trust.  

Who is eternal, infinite, immeasurable, incomprehensible, omnipotent, invisible;  

 one in substance and yet distinct in three persons,  

 the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.  

By whom we confess and believe all things in heaven and earth, visible and invisible,  

 to have been created, to be retained in their being, and to be ruled and guided  

 by God’s inscrutable providence  

 for such end as God’s eternal wisdom, goodness, and justice have appointed,  

 and to the manifestation of the glory of God. Amen.   

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

OFFERTORY                                     "Praise to the Lord, the Almighty"                  by Johann Gottfried Walther 

*SUNG THANKSGIVING #717              “For the Life You Have Given”         PLEADING SAVIOR 

 



WE GATHER AT GOD’S TABLE 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE  

THE SURSUM CORDA   

One: The Lord be with you. 

All:   And also with you. 

One:  Lift up your hearts. 

All:   We lift them up to the Lord. 

One:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD  

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

THE KIRKIN’ PRAYER 

WE DEPART IN GOD’S NAME 

*PARTING HYMN  #275      “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”      EIN’ FESTE BURG 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                Traditional Gaelic 

Deep peace of the running wave to you.  

Deep peace of the flowing air to you.  

Deep peace of the quiet earth to you.  

Deep peace of the shining stars to you.  

Deep peace of the gentle night to you.  

Moon and stars pour their healing light on you.  

Deep peace of Christ, of Christ the light of the world to you.  

Deep peace of Christ to you. 

*POSTLUDE                                     

 

***** 

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS AND VOLUNTEERS TODAY Brenda Dyson, Lisa Brown, and Wes Brown (Ushers), Inez 

Dunlap (Liturgist). 

 



 

THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH THIS WEEK 

THE BIBLE STUDY ON ROMANS will continue Wednesday night. Rob will be leading the discussion this week.  For 

copies of previous weeks’ study guides, contact the church office at fondrenpcusa@comcast.net. 

A SECOND ENNEAGRAM CLASS will begin next week on Sunday afternoons.  This abbreviated class will be seven 

weeks (rather than the usual 12).  Find out more at an information meeting in the library immediately following worship 

TODAY. If you have questions or would like to be part of this group, please email Rob at 

robertwilliamlowry@gmail.com to reserve your spot or better yet ask someone in the Monday class about their 

experience.   

CLEAN-UP BUCKET AND HYGIENE KITS may be brought to the church and added to those from other PC(USA) 

congregations.  These supplies are used by Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and Church World Service in the wake of 

natural and man-made disasters.  Lists of items for each may be found on the Ministry Opportunities Board outside the 

finance office. 

ADOPT-A-SCHOOL/PARTNERS IN EDUCATION is up and running in our new partnership with Galloway 

Elementary School and we need all willing souls to join us.  Information about specific opportunities will be included in 

the mid-Fall newsletter in early October. Be on the lookout for how you can join in making a difference in the life of a 

JPS student. Supplies for the P.I.E Store for teachers may be left by the stairs between the men’s and women’s restrooms 

just inside the door. Items currently needed are posted on the Ministry Opportunities Board outside the finance office. 

THE PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN THANK OFFERING will be received in worship on November 4. The Thank 

Offering is one of Presbyterian Women’s two offerings. Received in the fall each year, it gives women a tangible way to 

express their gratitude for the special blessings in their lives. Thank Offering grants range from $5,000 to $50,000. At 

least 40 percent of the offering funds health ministries. 

THE MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY BOARD located outside the finance office has sign-up sheets for church activities 

and volunteer opportunities.  

FONDREN CHILDREN AND TRICK-OR-TREATING ADULTS are invited to stop by Rob and Brian’s house on 

Halloween night for a special treat for the kiddos and cider and cookies for the grown-ups to take a break from the autumn 

evening.   

 

CONGREGATIONAL AND COMMUNITY CARE 

WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER Edna Dreher, Kay Ford, Tay Gillespie, Les Hershey, and Mary Robinson. 

TO ADD A NAME to the prayer list, please email or call the church office (fondrenpcusa@comcast.net or 601-982-

3232). Unless otherwise instructed, names are included in the eNews and bulletin for four weeks.  

JOHN HUNTINGTON AND JIM MILLER invite you to be with them on Saturday, November 10, at 6:00 p.m. to 

celebrate their wedding. A reception will follow at the Westin downtown.  If you are able to attend, please reply by 

November 1 to jsmiller67@yahoo.com. 
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THE CHURCH CALENDAR   

Sunday, October 28, 30
th

 Sunday of Ordinary Time 

    9:30 a.m. – Sunday School  

  10:30 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 

                                               Fellowship Time 

  11:00 a.m. – Morning Worship 

    5:45 p.m. – The 5:45 Worship 

Monday, October 29  

                6:00 p.m. – Enneagram Class 

Wednesday, October 31 

    5:30 p.m. – Choir 

  NO WEDNESDAY PROGRAMMING    HAPPY HALLOWEEN!!! 

Sunday, November 4, 31
st
 Sunday of Ordinary Time 

    9:30 a.m. – Sunday School  

  10:30 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 

                                               Fellowship Time 

  11:00 a.m. – Morning Worship 

          Noon – Worship Committee 

           TBD – Enneagram Class 

    5:45 p.m. – The 5:45 Worship 

    7:00 p.m. – Session  

 

  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FONDREN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF 
The Reverend Dr. Rob Lowry, Pastor/Head of Staff 

The Reverend Dr. Rims Barber, Parish Associate 

Dr. Nell Adams, Music Director 

Dr. Ben Williams, Organist 

Ann Phelps, Director of Spiritual Engagement 

Audie Dodson, Administrative Assistant 

Dee Stallings, Accountant 

Fran Peacock, Accountant 

Terry Longino, Sexton 

Jeannette Blockman, Kitchen Assistant 

Wendy Edwards, Nursery Worker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
3220 OLD CANTON ROAD     JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39216     601.982.3232 

OUR MISSION AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
 

Living into our shared calling, Fondren Presbyterian Church welcomes and 

nurtures all children of God into the work of justice, reconciliation, and 

transformation of the world in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 

 
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

And with all of your soul and with all your mind . . . 

and you shall love your neighbor as yourself. 

—Matthew 22:37-39 

 

What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, 

and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 

—Micah 6:8 

 


