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STEWARDSHIP DEDICATION SUNDAY  

Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time  

November 18, 2018 

11 AM 

Welcome to Fondren Presbyterian Church! We’re so glad you’re with us this morning for worship and fellowship. If 

you’re a first-time visitor, welcome to our church home. If you’re a return visitor, welcome back! Fondren is an inclusive 

faith community where everyone is welcome to come and grow in Christ. If you would like to learn more about Fondren, 

please seek out an usher or greeter or join us at the communion table after worship where one of our elders will be happy 

to share more about life at Fondren Presbyterian. 

Again, welcome! We hope this time of worship will renew and uplift your spirit.  



WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 
*Those able may stand.         

Bold type indicates a unison response 
 

WELCOME & OPPORTUNITIES FOR DISCIPLESHIP                                                        The Rev. Dr. Rob Lowry 

PRELUDE                               “Change My Heart, O God”              Eddie Espinosa 
 

WE LIFT UP OUR HEARTS                                             Peggy Miller 

Leader: Everyone who serves God come and offer thanks. 

People: Thank you God for your love to me 

Leader: Everyone who has gathered in this place, lift your hands and praise God 

People: Thank you God for your love in this place 

Leader: Shout praises to God for you are God's servants, so shout praises. 

People: Thank you God for your love to others 

Leader: All who serve in this place, who serve our God, come and shout praises. 

People: Thank you God for your love that we can share 

Leader: Praise the name of our God who is kind and good. 

People: Thank you God for your love endures forever. 

*GATHERING HYMN #307    “God of Grace and God of Glory”                                  CWM RHONDDA 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

Our offering to God is not merely made up of things in this world.  Our full offering includes offering our hearts 

and those things that burden us.  When we offer the burdens of our hearts, God freely takes them and puts in their 

place a sense of awe and wonder at the mercy of God.  Together, let us offer God our prayers as we receive God’s 

gifts of grace and mercy.  Let us pray. 

CONFESSION OF OUR SINFULNESS (Unison) 

O God, who sent gifts 

of the Holy Spirit to those first saints, 

we know you continue to send gifts to us,  

even though we do not claim them.  

We confess that we have not always opened our gifts.  

we have often chosen to keep them packed away or buried.  

Move us, by your Spirit,  

to pick up our presents, that you so freely give,  

to open them and to spend them lavishly on the stewardship of your world.  

We confess to you how often our thoughts and motives are confused,  

both individually and when we are together as your people,  

and that this confusion has often blinded us  

to your interest in our lives.  

Break in on our confusion,  

and astonish us anew, O God!  

Our prayer is that you will claim us again  

and silence within us our desire  

to always have words for every occasion,  

that we might hear the whisper of the wings of your Spirit dove.  

In the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen. 

 

Silent Confession 



SUNG PETITION #469 (seated) 

 Lord, lis-ten to your child-ren pray-ing. 

Lord, send your Spir-it in this place. 

Lord, lis-ten to your child-ren pray-ing. 

Send us love; send us power; send us grace. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

One: …in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!   

All:   Thanks be to God! 

+THE PEACE 

One: The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, which passes all understanding, be with you all. 

All: And also with you.  

Please turn to those nearby and extend a hand of friendship and a word of greeting. 

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN                            Rob Lowry 

Children of all ages are invited to come down to the front for the Time for Children.   

Following the prayer, children age 6 and younger may go with the volunteers to the nursery. 

INTERLUDE  

ANTHEM                                                       “Be Thou My Vision”                                                          SLANE 

                                                              (See hymn #187, vs. 1 & 4, for text.)                               arr. Marie Pooler  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

   

OLD TESTAMENT LESSONS                 Isaiah 36:1-3, 13-20, 37:1-7 then 2:1-4 

   

SERMON                                           Peace Is Not an Option                                Dr. Lowry  

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

*HYMN OF RESPONSE #378            “We Wait the Peaceful Kingdom”                   HOUSTON 

*WHAT WE BELIEVE                The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.            

MINUTE FOR STEWARDSHIP             Mary Clay Morgan   

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 



As we make our weekly offering to the work of God’s church, you are invited to place your 2019 pledge cards in the 

offering plates as well.  The pledges we make for the coming year allow the Session to plan for our ministries and 

ensure that the church operates on a sound financial program.  Your prayerfully considered gift of whatever size is 

a vital part of our work together.  Thank you for your commitment to Fondren Presbyterian and our shared mission 

and ministry! 

OFFERTORY                             “As Those of Old Their Firstfruits Brought”              FOREST GREEN        

(See hymn #712 for text.) 

This 1960 text, by California  Presbyterian pastor Frank von Christierson, expresses the 

conviction that being a good steward is an essential part of the Christian life, for self-giving is 

God’s own nature. 

*SUNG THANKSGIVING #717              “For the Life You Have Given”             PLEADING SAVIOR 
 

 

 



WE GATHER AT GOD’S TABLE 

PRAYER OF COMMITMENT  

Generous God, we give back to you in thankfulness, the first fruits of what you have given us. 

We acknowledge that the world and its resources  

are not ours, but yours,  

and that you have put us in charge  

as your trustees.  

Help us to exercise responsibly  

the authority you give us in your world.  

May Jesus, your Son, be the pattern  

for all our dealings with one another,  

and with the rest of creation,  

and confirm our resolve  

to use our money as an  

extension of our lives in your service. 

Thank you for your promise that you will join us  

in one great family.  

We believe you,  

we share your joy in this hope for the future,  

and we give ourselves  

in friendship to everyone we meet,  

in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE  

THE SURSUM CORDA   

One: The Lord be with you. 

All:   And also with you. 

One:  Lift up your hearts. 

All:   We lift them up to the Lord. 

One:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD  

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

  



WE DEPART IN GOD’S NAME 

*PARTING HYMN #373                          “O Day of Peace”                           JERUSALEM 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                Traditional Gaelic 

*POSTLUDE                                      “Take My Life and let It Be Consecrated”    Malan & Lawrence  

 

 

***** 

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS AND VOLUNTEERS TODAY Bonnie Bowley, Marcella Mckay, Jim Pitts (Ushers), Peggy 

Miller (Liturgist) Rob Lowry (Time For Children), Jill Upton (Communion Preparation) Laura Dixon (Childcare). 

FLOWERS TODAY are given to the glory of God and in Thanksgiving for the lives of our mothers, Sue Ward Dortch 

and Erma Shannon Nall. 

 

THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH THIS WEEK 

YOUTH TONIGHT will be going bowling and then to dinner after.  Contact Rob if you have any questions and be on 

the lookout for text updates about meeting up. 

DURING THE HOLIDAY WEEK the church building will be open on Monday and Tuesday.  It will be closed 

Wednesday-Friday.  Audie will be out of the office all week and Rob will be out Tuesday. 

THE BIBLE STUDY ON ROMANS will continue Wednesday night. Rob will be leading the discussion this week.  For 

copies of previous weeks’ study guides, contact the church office at fondrenpcusa@comcast.net. 

CLEAN-UP BUCKET AND HYGIENE KITS may be brought to the church and added to those from other PC(USA) 

congregations.  These supplies are used by Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and Church World Service in the wake of 

natural and man-made disasters.  Lists of items for each may be found on the Ministry Opportunities Board outside the 

finance office. 

ADOPT-A-SCHOOL/PARTNERS IN EDUCATION is up and running in our new partnership with Galloway 

Elementary School and we need all willing souls to join us.  Be on the lookout for ways you can join in making a 

difference in the life of a JPS student. Supplies for the P.I.E Store for teachers may be left by the stairs between the men’s 

and women’s restrooms just inside the door. Items currently needed are posted on the Ministry Opportunities Board 

outside the finance office. 

THE MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY BOARD located outside the finance office has sign-up sheets for church activities 

and volunteer opportunities.  

 

CONGREGATIONAL AND COMMUNITY CARE 

WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER Edna Dreher, Kay Ford, Tay Gillespie, Les Hershey,  and Mary Robinson. 

TO ADD A NAME to the prayer list, please email or call the church office (fondrenpcusa@comcast.net or 601-982-

3232). Unless otherwise instructed, names are included in the eNews and bulletin for four weeks.  

 

mailto:fondrenpcusa@comcast.net
mailto:fondrenpcusa@comcast.net


THE CHURCH CALENDAR   

Sunday, November 18, Stewardship Dedication Sunday 

    9:30 a.m. – Sunday School  

  10:30 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 

                                               Fellowship Time 

  11:00 a.m. – Morning Worship 

              12:00 p.m. – Congregation Care Committee 

           Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team 

    2:00 p.m. – Enneagram Class 2 

    5:30 p.m. – Youth Fellowship 

    5:45 p.m. – The 5:45 Worship 

 Monday, November 19 

     2:00 p.m. – PW Circle 4 

     6:00 p.m. – HRC Friendsgiving Dinner 

Sunday, November 25 

    9:30 a.m. – Sunday School  

  10:30 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 

                                               Fellowship Time 

  11:00 a.m. – Morning Worship 

    2:00 p.m. – Enneagram Class 2 

    5:00 p.m. – Youth Fellowship 

    5:45 p.m. – The 5:45 Worship 

    6:30 p.m. – Session Meeting  

 

  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FONDREN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF 
The Reverend Dr. Rob Lowry, Pastor/Head of Staff 

The Reverend Dr. Rims Barber, Parish Associate 

Dr. Nell Adams, Music Director 

Jeff Hardy, Organist 

Ann Phelps, Director of Spiritual Engagement 

Audie Dodson, Administrative Assistant 

Dee Stallings, Accountant 

Fran Peacock, Accountant 

Terry Longino, Sexton 

Jeannette Blockman, Kitchen Assistant 

Wendy Edwards, Nursery Worker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
3220 OLD CANTON ROAD     JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39216     601.982.3232 

OUR MISSION AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
 

Living into our shared calling, Fondren Presbyterian Church welcomes and 

nurtures all children of God into the work of justice, reconciliation, and 

transformation of the world in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 

 
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

And with all of your soul and with all your mind . . . 

and you shall love your neighbor as yourself. 

—Matthew 22:37-39 

 

What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, 

and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 

—Micah 6:8 

 


