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Welcome to Fondren Presbyterian Church! We’re so glad you’re with us this morning for worship and 

fellowship. If you’re a first-time visitor, welcome to our church home. If you’re a return visitor, welcome back! 

Fondren is an inclusive faith community where everyone is welcome to come and grow in Christ. If you would 

like to learn more about Fondren, please seek out an usher or greeter or join us at the communion table after 

worship where one of our elders will be happy to share more about life at Fondren Presbyterian. 

Again, welcome! We hope this time of worship will renew and uplift your spirit.  



WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 
*Those able may stand.         

Bold type indicates a unison response 
 

WELCOME & OPPORTUNITIES FOR DISCIPLESHIP                                                        The Rev. Dr. Rob Lowry 

TOLLING OF THE BELL              Jim Pitts (Major, US Army-Ret.) 

PRAYER 

For those whom we have asked to bear the horror of our violence we offer our prayers  

of thanks for their willingness to stand between us and our fears,  

for forgiveness for having asked them,  

of healing for the damage to their souls by what they have done and seen, 

for mercy for them who don’t know how to carry the horror back to us,  

how to shed the darkness we have asked them to drink,  

how to live among us, who are so willing to sacrifice our children. 

May we give others peace to bear, not fear, healing to carry, not weapons, and send them into blessing, not 

danger.  

May we, too, have the courage to serve, to risk, to give our lives in love for the sake of our homeland, which is the 

Kingdom of God, the whole human family, in the spirit of peace. Amen. 

PRELUDE                               “Meditation from Thais”                                                            Massenet   

                                                                 Vince Massimino, violin                                               arr. M.P. Marsick  

WE LIFT UP OUR HEARTS                                                 

One: People of God, who do you come to worship? 

All:  We come to worship the one true God. 

One: How will you worship? 

All:  Not with words alone, but by living lives of justice and love. 

One: Come, you who belong to God. Come, you who are foolish in the eyes of the world. 

All:  Come and abide in God’s tent and in God’s heart, now and forever. 

*GATHERING HYMN #8           “Eternal Father, Strong to Save”           MELITA 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

CONFESSION OF OUR SINFULNESS (Unison) 

Far too often, O God, we desire to look wise in the eyes of the world. 

We have not spoken truth with our hearts. 

We have said and done hurtful things to our friends. 

We have forgotten our true identity, wandering into ways that are not yours. 

We have lost the path of true worship, focusing on form and words rather than deeds. 

We have forgotten what true discipleship is. 

And because of this, you have a quarrel with us. 

Forgive us and help us live into becoming the people you have created and called us to be: 

people of justice and love and truth 

and humility, and yes, even foolishness. 

May we be fools for Christ, embracing our true identity,  

 even in the face of the world’s scorn and derision.  Amen. 

Silent Confession 



SUNG PETITION #469 (seated) 

 Lord, lis-ten to your child-ren pray-ing. 

Lord, send your Spir-it in this place. 

Lord, lis-ten to your child-ren pray-ing. 

Send us love; send us power; send us grace. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

One: …in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!   

All:   Thanks be to God! 

+THE PEACE 

One: The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, which passes all understanding, be with you all. 

All: And also with you.  

Please turn to those nearby and extend a hand of friendship and a word of greeting. 

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN                            Rob Lowry 

Children of all ages are invited to come down to the front for the Time for Children.   

Following the prayer, children age 6 and younger may go with the volunteers to the nursery. 

INTERLUDE  

ANTHEM                                         “Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us”                       William Bradley Roberts 

                                                                   Vince Massimino, violin              (See hymn #187, vs. 1 & 4, for text.) 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

   

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON              Micah 1:3-5, 5:2-5a, 6:6-8 
   

SERMON                                  More Than Words on the Bulletin                         Dr. Lowry  

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

*HYMN OF RESPONSE #731    “Give Thanks for Those Whose Faith Is Firm”              RIPON 

*WHAT WE BELIEVE    

One: It is not true that this world and its inhabitants are doomed to die and be lost;  

All:  This is true: for God so loved the world that he gave his only Son so that everyone who believes in him 

shall not die, but have everlasting life.  

One: It is not true that we must accept inhumanity and discrimination, hunger and poverty, death and destruction;  

All:  This is true: I have come that they may have life, and have it abundantly.  

One: It is not true that violence and hatred shall have the last word, and that war and destruction have come to 

stay forever;  

All:  This is true: for to us a child is born, to us a son is given, in whom authority will rest, and whose name 

will be Prince of Peace.  

One: It is not true that we are simply victims of the powers of evil that seek to rule the world;  

All:  This is true: To me is given authority in heaven and on earth, and lo, I am with you always, to the end 

of the world.  

One: It is not true that we have to wait for those who are specially gifted, who are the prophets of the church, 

before we can do anything;  



All:  This is true: I will pour out my Spirit on all people, and your sons and daughters shall prophesy, your 

young people shall see visions, and your old folk dream dreams.  

One: It is not true that our dreams of liberation of humankind, our dreams of justice, of human dignity, of peace, 

are not meant for this earth and its history;  

All:  This is true: The hour comes, and it is now, that true worshippers shall worship God in Spirit and in 

truth.      

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

OFFERTORY                                                         “Devotion”                  Bertha R. Frick                             

*SUNG THANKSGIVING #717              “For the Life You Have Given”         PLEADING SAVIOR 

 

 

 

 



WE GATHER AT GOD’S TABLE 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE  

THE SURSUM CORDA   

One: The Lord be with you. 

All:   And also with you. 

One:  Lift up your hearts. 

All:   We lift them up to the Lord. 

One:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD  

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

WE DEPART IN GOD’S NAME 

*PARTING HYMN #757        “Today We All Are Called to Be Disciples”    KINGSFOLD 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                Traditional Gaelic 

*POSTLUDE                                     “For the Healing of the Nations”     John Francis Wade     

For the healing of the nations, Lord, we pray with one accord; 

for a just and equal sharing of the things that earth affords; 

to a life of love in action help us rise and pledge our word. 

 

***** 

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS AND VOLUNTEERS TODAY Carolyn Burch, Julie Dees, Liz Hudson, Stan Wilkinson 

(Ushers), Jim Pitts (Liturgist) Rob Lowry (Time For Children), Nash Noble (Communion Preparation) Brenda Dyson 

(Childcare). 

THE COVER ART TODAY features a field of poppies in Flanders.  The quotes, first from John McCrae’s famous WWI 

poem “In Flanders Fields” and from the prophet Isaiah contrast the reality of war’s human costs and the promised hope 

for a day when war will be no more. 

THE FLOWERS THIS MORNING of peace lilies and red roses are dedicated to the memory of our fallen military and 

to the honor of all who served and are continuing to serve. 

 



THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH THIS WEEK 

TODAY IS OUR MONTHLY FELLOWSHIP LUNCH and the theme this month is Montreat.  The youth of the 

church will be serving as hosts and will share stories and pictures from the annual Montreat summer Youth Conference.  

1/3 of the cost of the trip comes from fundraisers like today’s lunch.  Please give prayerful consideration to a gift toward 

this vital youth ministry event. Our menu is Mixed Greens with condiments and Dressing, Chicken & Sausage Etouffee, 

Steamed Rice, Buttered Green Beans, Rolls and spice Cake with Caramel Sauce 

THE BIBLE STUDY ON ROMANS will continue Wednesday night. Rob will be leading the discussion this week.  For 

copies of previous weeks’ study guides, contact the church office at fondrenpcusa@comcast.net. 

CLEAN-UP BUCKET AND HYGIENE KITS may be brought to the church and added to those from other PC(USA) 

congregations.  These supplies are used by Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and Church World Service in the wake of 

natural and man-made disasters.  Lists of items for each may be found on the Ministry Opportunities Board outside the 

finance office. 

ADOPT-A-SCHOOL/PARTNERS IN EDUCATION is up and running in our new partnership with Galloway 

Elementary School and we need all willing souls to join us.  Be on the lookout for ways you can join in making a 

difference in the life of a JPS student. Supplies for the P.I.E Store for teachers may be left by the stairs between the men’s 

and women’s restrooms just inside the door. Items currently needed are posted on the Ministry Opportunities Board 

outside the finance office. 

THE MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY BOARD located outside the finance office has sign-up sheets for church activities 

and volunteer opportunities.  

 

CONGREGATIONAL AND COMMUNITY CARE 

WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER Edna Dreher, Kay Ford, Tay Gillespie, Les Hershey, Waylon Reed and Mary 

Robinson. 

TO ADD A NAME to the prayer list, please email or call the church office (fondrenpcusa@comcast.net or 601-982-

3232). Unless otherwise instructed, names are included in the eNews and bulletin for four weeks.  

 

THE CHURCH CALENDAR   

Sunday, November 11, 32
nd

 Sunday of Ordinary Time 

    9:30 a.m. – Sunday School  

  10:30 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 

                                               Fellowship Time 

  11:00 a.m. – Morning Worship 

              12:00 p.m. – Fellowship Lunch 

           Christian Education Committee 

    2:00 p.m. – Enneagram Class 2 

    5:45 p.m. – The 5:45 Worship 

 Monday, November 12 

   10:00 a.m. – Stitchery Guild 

 Tuesday, November 13  

     9:30 a.m. – PW Circle 2  

5:45 p.m. – Handbells  

 Wednesday, November 14 

  5:30 p.m. – Adult Choir   

                     Children’s Fellowship 

  6:00 p.m. – Fellowship Supper 

  6:50 p.m. – Evening Prayer 

  7:00 p.m. – Adult & Youth Programs 

mailto:fondrenpcusa@comcast.net
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Thursday, November 15 

  11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. – Pastors for Public Education Meeting (Sanctuary & Fellowship Hall 

  12:00 p.m. – M.R.L.C. Meeting 

Friday, November 16 

  10:00 a.m. – Meals on Wheels 

Saturday, November 17 

9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. – Fellowship Hall Reserved (Pitts) 

Sunday, November 18, Stewardship Dedication Sunday 

    9:30 a.m. – Sunday School  

  10:30 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 

                                               Fellowship Time 

  11:00 a.m. – Morning Worship 

              12:00 p.m. – Congregation Care Committee 

           Presbyterian Women Coordinating Team 

    2:00 p.m. – Enneagram Class 2 

    5:45 p.m. – The 5:45 Worship 

   

 

  

OUR MISSION AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
 

Living into our shared calling, Fondren Presbyterian Church welcomes and 

nurtures all children of God into the work of justice, reconciliation, and 

transformation of the world in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 

 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

And with all of your soul and with all your mind . . . 

and you shall love your neighbor as yourself. 

—Matthew 22:37-39 

 

What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, 

and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 

—Micah 6:8 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FONDREN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF 
The Reverend Dr. Rob Lowry, Pastor/Head of Staff 

The Reverend Dr. Rims Barber, Parish Associate 

Dr. Nell Adams, Music Director 

Jeff Hardy, Organist 

Ann Phelps, Director of Spiritual Engagement 

Audie Dodson, Administrative Assistant 

Dee Stallings, Accountant 

Fran Peacock, Accountant 

Terry Longino, Sexton 

Jeannette Blockman, Kitchen Assistant 

Wendy Edwards, Nursery Worker 
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