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Welcome to Fondren Presbyterian Church! We’re so glad you’re with us this morning for worship and 

fellowship. If you’re a first-time visitor, welcome to our church home. If you’re a return visitor, welcome back! 

Fondren is an inclusive faith community where everyone is welcome to come and grow in Christ. If you would 

like to learn more about Fondren, please seek out an usher or greeter or join us at the communion table after 

worship where one of our elders will be happy to share more about life at Fondren Presbyterian. 

Again, welcome! We hope this time of worship will renew and uplift your spirit. 



WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 
*Those able may stand.            Bold type indicates a unison response 

WELCOME & OPPORTUNITIES FOR DISCIPLESHIP                                                        The Rev. Dr. Rob Lowry 

PRELUDE       The Way of the Cross Leads Home              arr. Paul Davis 

WE LIFT UP OUR HEARTS          Quint Withers 

 We are called to be people of faith in the midst of the world, 

  and so we mix our worship and our work, our faith and our life. 

 We gather here as people who live in the world and yet, 

  we gather as people who have been called to see the world from a different viewpoint. 

 God has called us together, 

 God has called us to be part of a community. 

  God challenges us to consider questions of priority as we engage with the world. 

 In this time together, 

  may God open our hearts, minds and eyes, 

 allowing us to see deeper, helping us to live in the world  

  while still offering a challenge to the ways of the world. 

*HYMN #307    God of Grace and God of Glory    CWM RHONDDA  

CALL TO CONFESSION 

CONFESSION OF OUR SINFULNESS   

 Here we are again, God, with all that makes us who we are, all that fills our lives; 

 Carrying into this place of joy and freedom  

  the burdens we just can’t seem to lay down, 

  the weight of all the scores we long to have settled, 

     the justice we want to demand for the wrongs we have suffered. 

 Yet we also know what would happen if you were to deal with us justly; 

       with our greed and violence, our betrayals and lusts. 

 If justice was served in our lives we could not stand. 

 So forgive us our wrongs, God, 

       forgive us as we do not deserve; 

           forgive us against the demands of justice; 

  and forgive our obsession that justice be done 

     to those who have wronged us while we reserve grace for ourselves. 

 May our worship lead us to the place where our hunger for grace and mercy may be filled, 

  and where we may be freed from the tyranny of every force that may blind us to your love.   

 Amen. 

 
Silence 

 

 

 

 



SUNG PETITION       You Are the Lord, Giver of Mercy   WAYFARING STRANGER 

 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

…in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!   

 Thanks be to God! 

THE PEACE 

The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, which passes all understanding, be with you all. 

  And also with you.  

Please turn to those nearby and extend a hand of friendship and a word of greeting. 

Children are invited to join volunteers in the back of the church to go upstairs to the Children’s Pray-ground balcony. 

To learn more about our Pray-ground, see Worship Notes. 

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                                 Romans 1:1-17 

ANTHEM        O Sing a New Song            O SING A NEW SONG 

          Ann Phelps, solo 

           (see hymn 639) 

SERMON        “Doing Is Believing”                                    Dr. Lowry 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

*HYMN OF RESPONSE  #772        Live into Hope              TRURO 

RECOGNITION OF GRADUATES (SEE INSERT) 

ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF ELDERS 

 Sentences of Scripture 

There are many varieties of gifts, but it is the same Spirit who gives them. 

 There are different ways of serving God, but it is the same Lord who is served. 

God works through each person in a unique way, but it is God’s purpose that is   accomplished.  

 To each is given a gift of the Spirit to be used for the common good. 

Together we are the body of Christ, and individually members of it. 



 Statement on Ordination 

 Profession of Faith 

Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin and renounce evil and its power 

in the world? 

 I do. 

Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Lord and Savior, trusting in his grace and love? 

 I do. 

Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his Word and showing his love? 

 I will, with God’s help. 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

Do you believe in God? 

 I believe in God, the Lord almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at 

the right hand of God, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 

of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 Thanksgiving for Baptism 

The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Constitutional Questions 

Do you trust in the Lord Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of all and Head of the Church, 

and through him believe in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? 

 I do. 

Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be, by the Holy Spirit, the unique and 

authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church universal, and God’s Word to you? 

 I do. 

Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith as expressed in the 

confession of our church as authentic and reliable expositions of what Scripture leads us to believe 

and do, and will you be instructed and led by those confessions as you lead the people of God?  

 I do and I will. 

Will you fulfill your ministry in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority of Scripture, and be 

continually guided by our Confessions? 

 I will. 



Will you be governed by our church’s polity, and will you abide by its discipline? Will you be a friend 

among your colleagues in ministry, working with them, subject to the ordering of God’s Word and 

Spirit? 

 I will. 

Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love your neighbors, and work for the 

reconciliation of the world? 

 I will. 

Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the church? 

 I do. 

Will you pray for and seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love? 

 I will. 

Will you be a faithful ruling elder, watching over the people, providing for their worship, nurture, and 

service? Will you share in government and discipline, serving in councils of the church, and in your 

ministry will you try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ? 

 I will. 

Do we, the members of the church accept Brenda, Jane, John, and Lisa, as ruling elders, chosen by God 

through the voice of this congregation to lead us in the way of Jesus Christ? 

 We do. 

Prayer of Ordination and Installation 

The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Gracious and eternal God, with joy we give you thanks… 

 …that we may be effective servants of the gospel, offering a compelling witness to the world to the 

good news of Christ Jesus our Lord.  

 Amen. 

Declaration of Ordination and Installation 

Brenda, Jane, John, and Lisa, you are ruling elders, ordained to ministries in the church of Jesus Christ 

and for this congregation. Be faithful and true in your ministry so that your whole life will bear 

witness to the crucified and risen Christ. 

 Amen. 

Welcome 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

OFFERTORY                                     Make Me a Channel of Blessing       arr. Lucy Ann Warriner  

 



*SUNG THANKSGIVING              Doxology        OLD HUNDRETH 

 

 

WE GATHER AT GOD’S TABLE 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE  

 Welcome to the table of grace. 

  We are here at God’s own invitation. 

 Not because we are perfect. 

  Not because we are near perfect. 

 Only because God’s love is perfect, we find welcome here. 

  Welcome to the table of grace. 

 Let us celebrate God’s invitation. 

THE SURSUM CORDA   

The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 Almighty God… 

 …we join our voices with all the company of heaven who forever sing to the glory of your name… 



 
 
…all honor and glory are yours, now and forever.  

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

WE DEPART IN GOD’S NAME 

* HYMN #366      Love Divine, All Loves Excelling              HYFRYDOL 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                 

*POSTLUDE            Sometimes a Light Surprises   arr. William Barnett  

 
 



OUR MISSION AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

 
Living into our shared calling, Fondren Presbyterian Church welcomes and nurtures all children of 

God into the work of justice, reconciliation, and transformation of the world in the name of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

And with all of your soul and with all your mind . . . 

and you shall love your neighbor as yourself. 

—Matthew 22:37-39 

 

What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, 

and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 

—Micah 6:8
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