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Welcome to Fondren Presbyterian Church! We’re so glad you’re with us this morning for worship and fellowship. If 

you’re a first-time visitor, welcome to our church home. If you’re a return visitor, welcome back! Fondren is an inclusive 

faith community where everyone is welcome to come and grow in Christ. If you would like to learn more about Fondren, 

please seek out an usher or greeter or join us at the communion table after worship where one of our elders will be happy 

to share more about life at Fondren Presbyterian. 

Again, welcome! We hope this time of worship will renew and uplift your spirit. 



WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 
*Those able may stand.            Bold type indicates a unison response 

WELCOME & OPPORTUNITIES FOR DISCIPLESHIP                                                        The Rev. Dr. Rob Lowry 

PRELUDE                            How Lovely Are Thy Dwellings     arr. Gerald Patterson 

WE LIFT UP OUR HEARTS                         Stacy Clark  

We have seen the light of God; 

 on high mountains of celebration and in the ecstasy of a lover's embrace. 

We have seen the light of God; 

 through the bitter scorn of betrayal and the searing chasm of grief. 

We have seen the light of God; 

      with eyes that have been shaded, 

      with eyes that have been blinded, 

 with eyes that have been opened.      

We have seen the light of God.  Let us worship God together. 

  

*HYMN #10     Sing Glory to the Name of God       LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

CONFESSION OF OUR SINFULNESS (Unison) 

Lord Jesus Christ, God's glory and love shone through you that day on the mountain and you persisted in 

revealing that glory and love through your words and deeds; through your life of humble service.  We 

hear again these wonderful words of God "You are my Son, the Beloved, listen to him!.” 

We confess our failure to listen to you because of the influence on our lives of the gods of this world. 

When this happens our attitudes conceal rather than reveal your glory and your love. 

If we conceal your love because our pursuit of other priorities prevents us from seeing and serving 

people in need:  

 forgive us, Lord.  

If we conceal your glory because all we reflect is our own self-centredness:  

 forgive us, Lord  

If we conceal your truth through our lack of credible witness:  

 forgive us, Lord.  

If we conceal your justice through our failure to empower those who are powerless:  

 forgive us, Lord.  

If we conceal your mercy because of our hard and unforgiving attitudes:  

 forgive us, Lord.  

If we conceal your compassion because of our prejudice and  intolerance:  

 forgive us, Lord. 

Lord Jesus Christ, cleanse our lives of all shameful attitudes of  mind and heart so that we reveal your 

glory in and through all we do and say and are.  This we pray in your name and in the power of the Holy 

Spirit. Amen 

Silent Confession 



SUNG PETITION #447 (seated)     We Are Forgiven             WE ARE FORGIVEN 

We are forgiven, We are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 

We are forgiven. We are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

One: …in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!   

All:   Thanks be to God! 

THE PEACE 

One: The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, which passes all understanding, be with you all. 

All: And also with you.  

Please turn to those nearby and extend a hand of friendship and a word of greeting. 

Children are invited to join volunteers in the back of the church  

to go upstairs to the Children’s Pray-ground balcony. 

To learn more about our Pray-ground, see Worship Notes. 
 

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                       Matthew 16:24-17:8 

ANTHEM                   Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus            LASSET UNS MIT JESU ZIEHEN 

                                                                                   George G. Boltze/Dan Forrest    
Let us ever walk with Jesus, follow His example pure,  

Through a world that would deceive us, where to sin our hearts are lured. 

Ever in His footsteps treading, living here yet home above, 

Full of faith and hope and love, let us do our Father’s bidding,  

Faithful Lord, abide with me; Savior, lead, I follow Thee. 

Let us also die with Jesus, by His cross He conquer’d death, 

Freed us from our souls’ destruction, quickened us with life’s new breath. 

Let us mortify, while living, self and pride, and die to sin, 

And the grave that shuts us in shall but prove the gate to heaven. 

Jesus, here I die to Thee, there to dwell eternally. 

Let us gladly live with Jesus, He is risen from the dead. 

Death is swallowed up in vict’ry, Jesus, Thou art now our Head.  

Living members of Thy Body, where Thou livest, we shall be, 

Thou wilt keep us constantly, even so, dear Lord, come quickly, 

Jesus, here I live to Thee, there to dwell eternally. 

Let us ever walk with Jesus. 

(Text: Paraphrase of German text by Sigismund von Birken, 1653, based on John 11:16) 
 

SERMON                   “God Boxes”                                        Dr. Lowry 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

*HYMN OF RESPONSE #157         I Danced in the Morning                                LORD OF THE DANCE 



*WHAT WE BELIEVE1  

In life and in death we belong to God.  

Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit,  

we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel,  

whom alone we worship and serve. 

With believers in every time and place,  

we rejoice that nothing in life or in death  

can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING 

OFFERTORY                                                     A Lamp Unto My Feet                    Edward Broughton    

*SUNG THANKSGIVING #717              For the Life That You Have Given  PLEADING SAVIOR 

For the Life that you have given,  

for the love Christ made known,  

with these fruits of time and labor, 

With these gifts that are your own: 

Here we offer, Lord, our praises; 

Heart and mind and strength we bring; 

Give us grace to love and serve you, 

Living what we pray and sing. 

WE GATHER AT GOD’S TABLE 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE  

THE SURSUM CORDA   

The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

                                                 
1
 Inspired by the writings of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  



THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

WE DEPART IN GOD’S NAME 

* HYMN #377   I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light                            HOUSTON 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                 

*POSTLUDE                                                                 Postlude in B Flat                                       Stephen Otis 

 
 

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS AND VOLUNTEERS TODAY Carol Brasfield, John Huntington, Jill upton, Carolyn 

White (Ushers), Stacy Clark (Liturgist), Charlotte Craig (Communion Preparation) Jamie Pitts & Beverly Ray 

(Childcare). 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP Fondren welcomes children of all ages to participate in the worship service.  

During the passing of the peace, all children ages 3 through 5
th

 grade are invited to move with the adult 

volunteers to the pray-ground, the children’s worship area in the balcony, where they can work and play with 

worship-related activities and games. An adult will bring all children back to the sanctuary during the offertory 

to rejoin their families for the remainder of the worship service. Parents, you are welcome to join us in the 

balcony any time—especially if you think it might make your child’s transition smoother.  

 For parents and children who might be happier with a nursery, it is open to those from birth through age 

3, and supervised by adult volunteers and staff. 

 Anyone who has any questions or who wants to volunteer for pray-ground or nursery time, please 

contact Beverly Ray at 601.842.3415 or bray65@comcast.net 

THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH THIS WEEK 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICES This year there will be two services. The contemplative service is at noon, 

and the traditional service is at 6:30 p.m. There will be no Wednesday Night Fellowship meal. We will return to 

our regular Wednesday night schedule week. 

MISSION HAVEN Martha Ann Hogrefe, State Representative for Mission Haven, will present the program 

after dinner on Wednesday, March 13.  You are invited to come and hear more about Mission Haven and see a 

short video presentation. She will be happy to answer any questions you might have. 

THE GIRL SCOUT COOKIES have arrived! If you have not picked up your order, you will find them in the 

Fellowship Hall. Please pay for them with cash, if you can. That helps our Scout Leader. 

CLEAN-UP BUCKET AND HYGIENE KITS may be brought to the church and added to those from other 

PC(USA) congregations.  These supplies are used by Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and Church World 

Service in the wake of natural and man-made disasters.  Lists of items for each may be found on the Ministry 

Opportunities Board outside the finance office. 

mailto:bray65@comcast.net


THE MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY BOARD located outside the finance office has sign-up sheets for church 

activities and volunteer opportunities.  

ADOPT-A-SCHOOL/PARTNERS IN EDUCATION is up and running in our new partnership with 

Galloway Elementary School and we need all willing souls to join us.  Be on the lookout for ways you can join 

in making a difference in the life of a JPS student. Supplies for the P.I.E Store for teachers may be left by the 

stairs between the men’s and women’s restrooms just inside the door. Items currently needed are posted on the 

Ministry Opportunities Board outside the finance office. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL AND COMMUNITY CARE 

WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER Julie Dees, Edna Dreher, Laura Farris, Ann Marshall, Mary Robinson, 

Elizabeth Sutton Carolyn Burch’s mother), Jane Welch, and Stan Wilkinson.  

BE SURE TO SIGN THE PRAYER NOTES on the table in the Narthex.  They will be sent to those on our prayer list. 

TO ADD A NAME to the prayer list, please email or call the church office (fondrenpcusa@comcast.net or 601-

982-3232). Unless otherwise instructed, names are included in the eNews and bulletin for four weeks.  

 

THE CHURCH CALENDAR 
Sunday, March 3, Transfiguration of the Lord Sunday 

  9:00 a.m. – Handbell Rehearsal  

  9:30 a.m. – Sunday School  

10:30 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 

                      Fellowship Time 

11:00 a.m. – Morning Worship 

12:00 p.m. – Worship Committee 

  5:30 p.m. – Youth Program 

           5:45 p.m. – The 5:45 Service 

Monday, March 4 

         10:00 a.m. – Pastoral Care Committee 

Tuesday, March 5 

           6:30 p.m. – Girl Scouts 

Wednesday, March 6, Ash Wednesday 

          12:00 p.m. – Contemplative Service 

               5:30 p.m. – Adult Choir   

               6:30 p.m. – Traditional Service      

Sunday, March 10, 1
st
 Sunday in Lent 

  9:00 a.m. – Handbell Rehearsal  

  9:30 a.m. – Sunday School  

10:30 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 

                     Fellowship Time 

11:00 a.m. – Morning Worship 

12:00 p.m. – 2
nd

 Sunday Lunch 

     Christian Education Committee 

     Children & Youth Committee 

  5:30 p.m. – Youth Program 

           5:45 p.m. – The 5:45 Service 

  

mailto:fondrenpcusa@comcast.net


 

 

OUR MISSION AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
 

Living into our shared calling, Fondren Presbyterian Church welcomes and nurtures all children of 

God into the work of justice, reconciliation, and transformation of the world in the name of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

And with all of your soul and with all your mind . . . 

and you shall love your neighbor as yourself. 

—Matthew 22:37-39 

 

What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, 

and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 

—Micah 6:8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FONDREN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF 
The Reverend Dr. Rob Lowry, Pastor/Head of Staff 

The Reverend Dr. Rims Barber, Parish Associate 

Dr. Nell Adams, Music Director 

Jeff Hardy, Organist 

Ann Phelps, Director of Spiritual Engagement 

Audie Dodson, Administrative Assistant 

Christel Howell, Interim Financial Administrator 

Terry Longino, Sexton 

Jeannette Blockman, Kitchen Assistant 

Wendy Edwards, Nursery Worker 
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