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Welcome to Fondren Presbyterian Church! We’re so glad you’re with us this morning for 

worship and fellowship. If you’re a first-time visitor, welcome to our church home. If you’re a 

return visitor, welcome back! Fondren is an inclusive faith community where everyone is 

welcome to come and grow in Christ. If you would like to learn more about Fondren, please 

seek out an usher or greeter or join us at the communion table after worship where one of our 

elders will be happy to share more about life at Fondren Presbyterian. 

Again, welcome! We hope this time of worship will renew and uplift your spirit. 



WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 
*Those able may stand.            Bold type indicates a unison response 

WELCOME & OPPORTUNITIES FOR DISCIPLESHIP                                                        The Rev. Dr. Rob Lowry 

PRELUDE                       God of Love         O. Sheldrup Oberg                       

WE LIFT UP OUR HEARTS           Troy Pearson 

Come, the banquet of hope and praise is ready.  

 We come on your invitation, seeking to be fed.  

Feed on the love of God in Jesus Christ  

 We come on your invitation, needing healing.  

Be healed by God’s gracious mercy  

 We come on your invitation, longing for forgiveness  

In Jesus’ Name, you are loved, healed and forgiven.  

 Praise be to God. Amen. 

*HYMN #2                Come, Thou Almighty King       ITALIAN HYMN 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

CONFESSION OF OUR SINFULNESS   

When we have fashioned idols of our own desire or worshiped the temples of our own tradition, 

 Lord, have mercy. 

Silence 

When we have denied your invitation to the banquet of love and justice, or failed to extend the invitation 

to others, 

 Christ, have mercy. 

Silence 

When we have adorned ourselves with worry rather than joy or failed to be gentle, knowing you are 

near, 

 Lord, have mercy. 

Silence 

SUNG PETITION       You Are the Lord, Giver of Mercy   WAYFARING STRANGER 

 

 



ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

…in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!   

 Thanks be to God! 

THE PEACE 

The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, which passes all understanding, be with you all. 

  And also with you.  

Please turn to those nearby and extend a hand of friendship and a word of greeting. 

Children are invited to join volunteers in the back of the church  

to go upstairs to the Children’s Pray-ground balcony. 

To learn more about our Pray-ground, see Worship Notes. 
 

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                              Matthew 22:1-14 

Jesus responded by speaking again in parables: “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who 

prepared a wedding party for his son. He sent his servants to call those invited to the wedding 

party. But they didn’t want to come. Again he sent other servants and said to them, ‘Tell those 

who have been invited, “Look, the meal is all prepared. I’ve butchered the oxen and the fattened 

cattle. Now everything’s ready. Come to the wedding party!”’ But they paid no attention and 

went away—some to their fields, others to their businesses. The rest of them grabbed his 

servants, abused them, and killed them. 

“The king was angry. He sent his soldiers to destroy those murderers and set their city on 

fire. Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding party is prepared, but those who were invited 

weren’t worthy. Therefore, go to the roads on the edge of town and invite everyone you find to 

the wedding party.’ 

“Then those servants went to the roads and gathered everyone they found, both evil and good. 

The wedding party was full of guests. Now when the king came in and saw the guests, he spotted 

a man who wasn’t wearing wedding clothes. He said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here 

without wedding clothes?’ But he was speechless. Then the king said to his servants, ‘Tie his 

hands and feet and throw him out into the farthest darkness. People there will be weeping and 

grinding their teeth.’ 

“Many people are invited, but few people are chosen.” 

ANTHEM                   Deep River from BOUND FOR GLORY                                  arr. John Leavitt 

Deep river, my home is over Jordan, oh deep river, 

Lord, I want to cross over into campground. 

O don’t you want to go to that gospel feast, 

that promised land, where all is peace? 
                   

SERMON          “Wardrobe Malfunctions”                               Dr. Lowry 

 



WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

*HYMN OF RESPONSE #517           Here, O our Lord, We See You             MORECAMBE 

*WHAT WE BELIEVE              A Lenten Creed (Patmos Abbey) 

We believe that our lives are held within the encircling love of God, who knows our names and 

recognizes our deepest needs. 

We believe that Christ is the divine Child of the living God, and that his grace is like living waters 

that can never be exhausted. 

We believe in the birthing, renewing, enabling Spirit of God who yearns over our welfare as a 

mother yearns for her child. 

We believe that God is in the arid desert as well as in green pastures, and that hard times and 

disciplines are also loving gifts. 

We believe that our journey has a purpose and a destination, and that our path leads to a human 

glory we cannot yet imagine. 

We believe that in the church we are fellow pilgrims on the road, and that we are called to love 

one another as God loves us. 

This is our faith and we are humbled to profess in Jesus the Christ. Amen. 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

OFFERTORY                                                      A Man of Sorrows             Reginald Martin 

*SUNG THANKSGIVING             Doxology        OLD HUNDRETH 

 

 



WE GATHER AT GOD’S TABLE 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE  

THE SURSUM CORDA   

The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

WE DEPART IN GOD’S NAME 

* HYMN #503       Lord, We Have Come at Your Own Invitation         O QUANTA QUALIA 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                 

*POSTLUDE                                              Look Who Gathers at Christ’s Table           COPELAND                        

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WORSHIP NOTES 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS AND VOLUNTEERS TODAY Bonnie Bowley, Brenda Dyson, Ann Marshall, 

Marcella McKay (Ushers), Troy Pearson (Liturgist), Betty Gentry (Communion Preparation) Jamie Pitts & 

Beverly Ray (Childcare). 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP Fondren welcomes children of all ages to participate in the worship service.  

During the passing of the peace, all children ages 3 through 5
th

 grade are invited to move with the adult 

volunteers to the pray-ground, the children’s worship area in the balcony, where they can work and play with 

worship-related activities and games. An adult will bring all children back to the sanctuary during the offertory 

to rejoin their families for the remainder of the worship service. Parents, you are welcome to join us in the 

balcony any time—especially if you think it might make your child’s transition smoother.  

 For parents and children who might be happier with a nursery, it is open to those from birth through age 

3, and supervised by adult volunteers and staff. 

 Anyone who has any questions or who wants to volunteer for pray-ground or nursery time, please 

contact Beverly Ray at 601.842.3415 or bray65@comcast.net 

THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH THIS WEEK 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY continues this week.  During the season of Lent we are returning to 

Paul’s letter to the Romans and taking a “deep dive” into this rich and complex text. 

CLEAN-UP BUCKET AND HYGIENE KITS may be brought to the church and added to those from other 

PC(USA) congregations.  These supplies are used by Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and Church World 

Service in the wake of natural and man-made disasters.  Lists of items for each may be found on the Ministry 

Opportunities Board outside the finance office. 

THE MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY BOARD located outside the finance office has sign-up sheets for church 

activities and volunteer opportunities.  

ADOPT-A-SCHOOL/PARTNERS IN EDUCATION is up and running in our new partnership with 

Galloway Elementary School and we need all willing souls to join us.  Be on the lookout for ways you can join 

in making a difference in the life of a JPS student. Supplies for the P.I.E Store for teachers may be left by the 

stairs between the men’s and women’s restrooms just inside the door. Items currently needed are posted on the 

Ministry Opportunities Board outside the finance office. 

CONGREGATIONAL AND COMMUNITY CARE 

WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER Julie Dees, Edna Dreher, Mary Robinson, Jane Welch, and Stan Wilkinson.  

TO ADD A NAME to the prayer list, please email or call the church office (fondrenpcusa@comcast.net or 601-

982-3232). Unless otherwise instructed, names are included in the eNews and bulletin for four weeks.  
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THE CHURCH CALENDAR 

 

Sunday, March 24, 3
rd

 Sunday in Lent 

  9:00 a.m. – Handbell Rehearsal  

  9:30 a.m. – Sunday School  

10:30 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 

                     Fellowship Time 

11:00 a.m. – Morning Worship 

        Noon – Mission Committee 

  3:00 p.m. – Woodland Hills Neighborhood Meeting 

  5:30 p.m. – Youth Program 

           5:45 p.m. – The 5:45 Service 

Monday, March 25 

           6:30 p.m. – Session Meeting 

Wednesday, March 27 

          5:30 p.m. – Adult Choir   

                                 Children’s Fellowship 

          6:15 p.m. – Fellowship Supper       

          7:00 p.m. – Program  

Thursday, March 28 

         11:45 a.m. – M.A.R.L. Meeting 

Sunday, March 31, 4
th

 Sunday in Lent 

  9:00 a.m. – Handbell Rehearsal  

  9:30 a.m. – Sunday School  

10:30 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 

                     Fellowship Time 

11:00 a.m. – Morning Worship 

  5:30 p.m. – Youth Program 

           5:45 p.m. – The 5:45 Service 
  



OUR MISSION AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
 

Living into our shared calling, Fondren Presbyterian Church welcomes and nurtures all children of 

God into the work of justice, reconciliation, and transformation of the world in the name of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

And with all of your soul and with all your mind . . . 

and you shall love your neighbor as yourself. 

—Matthew 22:37-39 

 

What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, 

and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 

—Micah 6:8

 

 

 

 

 

 

FONDREN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF 
The Reverend Dr. Rob Lowry, Pastor/Head of Staff 

The Reverend Dr. Rims Barber, Parish Associate 

Dr. Nell Adams, Music Director 

Jeff Hardy, Organist 

Ann Phelps, Director of Spiritual Engagement 

Audie Dodson, Administrative Assistant 

Christel Howell, Interim Financial Administrator 

Terry Longino, Sexton 

Jeannette Blockman, Kitchen Assistant 

Wendy Edwards, Nursery Worker 
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