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Welcome to Fondren Presbyterian Church! We’re so glad you’re with us this morning for 

worship and fellowship. If you’re a first-time visitor, welcome to our church home. If you’re a 

return visitor, welcome back! Fondren is an inclusive faith community where everyone is 

welcome to come and grow in Christ. If you would like to learn more about Fondren, please 

seek out an usher or greeter or join us at the communion table after worship where one of our 

elders will be happy to share more about life at Fondren Presbyterian. 

Again, welcome! We hope this time of worship will renew and uplift your spirit. 



  



WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 
*Those able may stand.            Bold type indicates a unison response 

WELCOME & OPPORTUNITIES FOR DISCIPLESHIP                                                                                   Ann Phelps 

PRELUDE                                    Morning Has Broken       BUNNESAN 

WE LIFT UP OUR HEARTS                       Jane Sanders                    

Call all the laborers, O God, 

 Call those who woke early and those who came late. 
Call those who feel wronged and those who feel overlooked. 

 Call those who can't feed their children on the wage they earn. 
Call those who know they are working in your fields. 

 Call those who use their earnings to show your love. 
Call us, O God. Call us to roll up our sleeves and do the work you have for us to do. 

 Let us find you in the work we share here and now. 

 

*HYMN #35          Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty            LOBE DEN HERREN 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

CONFESSION OF OUR SINFULNESS   

Gracious God, you have given us riches in abundance. But we confess that too often we hoard your gifts rather 

than sharing your wholeness and plenty. We put ourselves first and ignore the needs of others. Lord of 

abundance, open our hearts and hands, for all that we have belongs to you. Hear now, we pray, our silent 

confessions.  

Silent Confession 

SUNG PETITION       You Are the Lord, Giver of Mercy   WAYFARING STRANGER 

 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON         Ann Phelps 

 …in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!   

 Thanks be to God! 

THE PEACE 

The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, which passes all understanding, be with you all. 

  And also with you.  

Please turn to those nearby and extend a hand of friendship and a word of greeting. 



Children are invited to join volunteers in the back of the church  

to go upstairs to the Children’s Pray-ground balcony. 

To learn more about our Pray-ground, see Worship Notes. 
 

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                  Dr. Miller 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                            Matthew 20:1-16 

ANTHEM              Steal Away from BOUND FOR GLORY                            arr. John Leavitt 

Steal away to Jesus. Steal away home, I ain’t got long to stay here. 

My Lord, He calls me by the thunder; the trumpet sound within-a my soul, 

I ain’t got long to stay here. 

Green trees are bending, poor sinners stand a-trembling . . . 

 

SERMON         “Last Hired, First …Wait, What?”            Dr. Miller              

         

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

*HYMN OF RESPONSE #401     Here In This Place                                  GATHER US IN 

*WHAT WE BELIEVE                   

God's sovereign love is a mystery beyond the reach of the human mind. Human thought ascribes to 

God superlatives of power, wisdom, and goodness. But God reveals divine love in Jesus Christ by 

showing power in the form of a servant, wisdom in the folly of the cross, and goodness in receiving 

sinful men and women. The power of God’s love in Christ to transform the world discloses that the 

Redeemer is the Lord and Creator who made all things to serve the purpose of God’s love.    

                      (Confession of 1967 9.15) 

 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

OFFERTORY                                     Amazing Grace, Howe Sweet the Sound             AMAZING GRACE 

*SUNG THANKSGIVING             Doxology        OLD HUNDRETH 

 



 

WE GATHER AT GOD’S TABLE 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE  

THE SURSUM CORDA   

The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

WE DEPART IN GOD’S NAME 

* HYMN #450                   Be Thou My Vision                                      SLANE  

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                 

*POSTLUDE                                                       All Things Bright and Beautiful                          ROYAL OAK 



WORSHIP NOTES 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS AND VOLUNTEERS TODAY Jim Pitts, Austin & Gerry Wilson (Ushers), Jane 

Sanders (Liturgist), Laurie McRee (Communion Preparation) Jamie Pitts & Beverly Ray (Childcare). 

COVER ART The Vineyard of the Lord: Epitaph for Paul Eber by Lucas Cranach. 1566. St. Mary's, 

Wittenberg, Germany. In this allegory of (and propaganda for) the Protestant Reformation, Martin Luther and 

the Reformers of Wittenberg are the workers hired later in the day while the Roman Catholic clergy are the all-

day workers. At the bottom right are Paul Eber (theologian, hymn writer, and Bible translator) and his family, 

including his thirteen children.  
 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP Fondren welcomes children of all ages to participate in the worship service.  

During the passing of the peace, all children ages 3 through 5
th

 grade are invited to move with the adult 

volunteers to the pray-ground, the children’s worship area in the balcony, where they can work and play with 

worship-related activities and games. An adult will bring all children back to the sanctuary during the offertory 

to rejoin their families for the remainder of the worship service. Parents, you are welcome to join us in the 

balcony any time—especially if you think it might make your child’s transition smoother.  

 For parents and children who might be happier with a nursery, it is open to those from birth through age 

3, and supervised by adult volunteers and staff. 

 Anyone who has any questions or who wants to volunteer for pray-ground or nursery time, please 

contact Beverly Ray at 601.842.3415 or bray65@comcast.net 

THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH THIS WEEK 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY resumes Wednesday.  During the season of Lent we return to Paul’s 

letter to the Romans and take a “deep dive” into this rich and complex text. 

CLEAN-UP BUCKET AND HYGIENE KITS may be brought to the church and added to those from other 

PC(USA) congregations.  These supplies are used by Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and Church World 

Service in the wake of natural and man-made disasters.  Lists of items for each may be found on the Ministry 

Opportunities Board outside the finance office. 

THE MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY BOARD located outside the finance office has sign-up sheets for church 

activities and volunteer opportunities.  

ADOPT-A-SCHOOL/PARTNERS IN EDUCATION is up and running in our new partnership with 

Galloway Elementary School and we need all willing souls to join us.  Be on the lookout for ways you can join 

in making a difference in the life of a JPS student. Supplies for the P.I.E Store for teachers may be left by the 

stairs between the men’s and women’s restrooms just inside the door. Items currently needed are posted on the 

Ministry Opportunities Board outside the finance office. 

CONGREGATIONAL AND COMMUNITY CARE 

WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER Julie Dees, Edna Dreher, Ann Marshall, Mary Robinson, Jane Welch, and 

Stan Wilkinson.  

TO ADD A NAME to the prayer list, please email or call the church office (fondrenpcusa@comcast.net or 601-

982-3232). Unless otherwise instructed, names are included in the eNews and bulletin for four weeks.  
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SESSION NOTES:  Your session met on Monday, February 25.  The following items were considered: 

1. Approved the minutes from the January 20 stated, February 10 called, and February 24 congregation 

meetings.  These minutes are posted in the minute book on the stand out side the church office. 

2. Received the reports from Dr. Lowry and Elder Beverly Ray, our commissioners, on the February 1 and 

2 stated Presbytery meeting. 

3. Approved three action items from the Finance Committee (details in the minutes): 

a. Modification to committed endowment funds.  

b. The 2019 church budget. 

c. Payments to Presbytery and replacement of voided checks. 

      4.  Heard report from Property Committee concerning the state of emergency we're having due to water                

 penetration into the church.  The planned fixes were discussed.  Approved the Property Committee be 

 authorized to proceed expeditiously with the work necessary to maintain Fondren's physical facilities. 

 

 

THE CHURCH CALENDAR 
 

Sunday, March 17, 2
nd

 Sunday in Lent 

  9:00 a.m. – Handbell Rehearsal  

  9:30 a.m. – Sunday School  

10:30 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 

                      Fellowship Time 

11:00 a.m. – Morning Worship 

  5:30 p.m. – Youth Program 

           5:45 p.m. – The 5:45 Service 

Monday, March 18 

           2:00 p.m. – PW Circle 4 

Tuesday, March 19 

           9:30 a.m. – PW Circle 2 

Wednesday, March 20 

          5:30 p.m. – Adult Choir   

                                  Children’s Fellowship 

          6:15 p.m. – Fellowship Supper       

          7:00 p.m. – Program  

Sunday, March 24, 3
rd

 Sunday in Lent 

  9:00 a.m. – Handbell Rehearsal  

  9:30 a.m. – Sunday School  

10:30 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 

                      Fellowship Time 

11:00 a.m. – Morning Worship 

12:00 p.m. – Mission Committee Meeting   

  5:30 p.m. – Youth Program 

           5:45 p.m. – The 5:45 Service 

 

  



OUR MISSION AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
 

Living into our shared calling, Fondren Presbyterian Church welcomes and nurtures 

all children of God into the work of justice, reconciliation, and transformation of the 

world in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

And with all of your soul and with all your mind . . . 

and you shall love your neighbor as yourself. 

—Matthew 22:37-39 

 

What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, 

and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your 

God? 

—Micah 6:8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FONDREN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF 
The Reverend Dr. Rob Lowry, Pastor/Head of Staff 

The Reverend Dr. Rims Barber, Parish Associate 

Dr. Nell Adams, Music Director 

Jeff Hardy, Organist 

Ann Phelps, Director of Spiritual Engagement 

Audie Dodson, Administrative Assistant 

Christel Howell, Interim Financial Administrator 

Terry Longino, Sexton 

Jeannette Blockman, Kitchen Assistant 

Wendy Edwards, Nursery Worker 
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