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WELCOME 
 

t is my great pleasure to welcome you to Fondren Presbyterian Church and this 

night of joy, song, and celebration.  We are grateful that you have included our 

church in your celebration of the holidays.  This service is a time of worship and 

wonder.  Each year Christians around the world gather on Christmas Eve and remember a 

story that unfolded more than 2000 years ago half way around the world.  This is one of 

those rare occasions when the walls of doctrine and belief give way to the story that started 

it all.  It is a night of unity and hope. 

 As we hear the lessons and sing the songs, the story of God’s work in the world will 

slowly unfold before us.  I encourage you to spend a few moments at the beginning of 

worship to prayerfully set aside the last minute to-dos and the many distractions that our 

culture imposes on our lives and prepare yourself to encounter God at work in this place. 

 Who are we that God would so readily be born anew in us tonight?  The answer is 

simple. We are ALL God’s children.  And as God’s children, this is our story. So settle in and 

join your spirit with your neighbors as we journey into God’s promise and hear tell of God’s 

work.   

 Finally, I would like to wish you a very Merry Christmas and invite you to join us 

here at Fondren Presbyterian Church each Sunday at 11 AM and our contemplative evening 

service at 5:45.  If you are looking for a church home, we hope that you will consider 

making your home here at Fondren Presbyterian.  Come just as you are because that is how 

God made you and that is a wonderful thing! 

         

        Peace, 

 

        Dr. Robert Wm Lowry, Pastor 
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THE TRADITION OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 
 

he service of Lessons and Carols is a relatively new tradition in the 

Western Christian churches. The known example of a Lessons and Carols 

service comes from England in 1880. Edward White Benson, then 

Anglican bishop of Turro, organized a 10pm service on Christmas Eve with readings and 

singing in an effort to keep the men of the area out of the pubs. The basic format of 

Benson’s service is still used today. Readings from scripture alternate with hymns and 

anthems to tell the story of God’s gift to the world in Jesus Christ. 

 Over time variations of the Lessons and Carols service have emerged. The most 

famous is the celebration of King’s College, Cambridge on Christmas Eve. Broadcast 

worldwide on BBC radio and television, the King’s College service of Nine Lessons and 

Carols tells the story of Christ’s nativity in both word and song. Our service today is a 

version of the King’s College celebration with some changes to the lessons more 

appropriate for the Advent season. 

 Whether on Christmas Eve or an Advent morning, the lessons read focus on the 

eternal promise of redemption through Jesus Christ. The story of Christ unfolds in the 

service, beginning with humanity’s original sin. It is because we do sin that we are so in 

need of the saving grace of Jesus Christ. The lessons follow through the promise of God to 

Abraham and the visions of the prophet Isaiah proclaiming the coming of a savior of the 

people.   

 Since 1919 the service at King’s College has begun with the processional hymn, 

“Once in Royal David’s City.” The first verse is sung by a solo boy chorister who is not told 

until just moments before the service begins that he is the soloist that year.  When the 

service of lessons and carols is celebrated on Christmas Eve, the story of the birth of Christ 

is retold. On that night of nights, the community of faith awaits the coming of Christmas 

morning and the fulfillment of God’s promise in the birth of the Christ child. 

 Because Advent is meant to be a season of expectation and anticipation of the 

miracle of Christmas, some texts surrounding the narrative of Jesus’ birth are changed for 

an Advent service of Lessons and Carols. In their place, readings about John the Baptist 

and the angel’s promise to Mary are read.  During the season of Advent, the lessons and 

the carols help to focus our minds on the coming of Christ so that on Christmas Eve when 

we hear the story retold, our hearts and our minds are prepared for the wonderful event 

to unfold. 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 
+Those who are able are invited to stand. 

Congregational responses and unison readings are in bold. 
 

PRELUDE                             Gentle Mary Laid Her Child                       arr. Paul Manz  
Ben Williams 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES                               The Morgan Family 

Rejoice, people of God! The light has come into the world. 

O God, now we light the candle of your nativity! 

With the company of heaven and with sounds of great joy, you come to us. 

This is the time of light and resplendent joy. 

God, our Life and Light, thank you for coming this night to us.  

Thanks for touching all heaven and earth with your splendor.  

In every corner of the world, shine this night with your peace.  In every 

corner of our hearts, shine this night with your grace.  

Amen. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

+GATHERING HYMN            O Come, All Ye Faithful      
 

 
 



 

+THE WELCOME AND BIDDING           Dr. Robert Wm Lowry 
 

eloved in Christ, it is my great pleasure to welcome you to this 
household of God on this holiest of nights.  If yours is a lifelong 
journey of faith, welcome. If yours is a journey strewn with 

detours and roads not taken, welcome.  If this is your first encounter with the 
journey of faith, welcome.  Whoever you are, from wherever you come, to 
wherever you are going, we welcome you in the name of Emanuel, God with 
us. 

Friends, this holy night it is our joy and delight to prepare ourselves to 
hear again the message of the angels; in heart and in mind, in story and in 
song, to go even to Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, and 
the Babe lying in a manger.   We recall the tale of the loving purposes of God 
through the words of scripture and make this house of worship glad with our 
carols of praise. 

But first let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and 
goodwill over all the earth; for unity and fellowship within the Church Christ 
came to build, in this community, and our beloved church. And because this of 
all things would delight God’s heart, let us at this time remember in Christ’s 
name the poor and the helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed; the 
sick in body and in mind and all who mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the 
aged and the little children; all who long in their hearts for the very peace 
Christ came to bring. 

Lastly let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, that 
multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made 
flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one. 

These prayers and praises we humbly offer up to the throne of heaven 
as we join the angels and shepherds, the wise men and the holy family, even 
the whole of creation in word and in song.  Let us pray: 

 
Everlasting God, the coming of your light into our world has brightened 

weary hearts with peace.  May that light shine in our midst and proclaim to us 
once again the birth of your Son Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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+THE LITANY                   Peggy Miller 

One:  The Word was made flesh, 

All:    Alleluia, Alleluia! 

One:  and dwelt among us, 

All:    Alleluia, Alleluia! 

One:  Jesus, Son of the living God, splendor of the Father, Light eternal: 

All:    Glory to you, O Lord! 

One:  Jesus, King of glory, Sun of righteousness, born of the Virgin Mary: 

All:    Glory to you, O Lord! 

One:  Jesus, Wonderful Counselor, mighty God, everlasting Lord: 

All:    Glory to you, O Lord! 

One:  Jesus, Prince of Peace, Shepherd of souls, perfect in holiness: 

All:    Glory to you, O Lord! 

One:  Jesus, Friend of all, Protector of the poor, Treasure of the faithful: 

All:    Glory to you, O Lord! 

One:  Jesus, Good Shepherd, inexhaustible Wisdom, our Way, our Truth, and 

our Life; 

All:    Glory to you, O Lord! 

One:  Jesus, joy of the angels, and crown of all the saints; 

All:    Glory to you, O Lord! 

One:  Christ is born! Give him glory! 

 Christ has come down from heaven! Receive him! 

 Christ is now on earth! Exhalt him! 

 O earth, sing to the Lord! 

 O you nations, praise him in joy, 

 for he has been glorified! 

 Rejoice, O people, for God is truly with us! 

 Let us proclaim Messiah! 

  

 

 



+HYMN        Sussex Carol   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

  



THE FIRST LESSON   Genesis 2:4b-17, 3:8-10, 22-23          Sophia Bowley 
 

The story of creation and humanity’s fall from paradise is told. 
 

n the day the Lord God made earth and sky before any 
wild plants appeared on the earth, and before any field 
crops grew, because the Lord God hadn’t yet sent rain on 
the earth and there was still no human being to farm the 

fertile land, though a stream rose from the earth and watered all of the 
fertile land- the Lord God formed the human from the topsoil of the 
fertile land and blew life’s breath into his nostrils. The human came to 
life. The Lord God planted a garden in Eden in the east and put there the 
human he had formed. In the fertile land, the Lord God grew every 
beautiful tree with edible fruit, and also he grew the tree of life in the 
middle of the garden and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  

The Lord God took the human and settled him in the garden of 
Eden to farm it and to take care of it. The Lord God commanded the 
human, “Eat your fill from all of the garden’s trees; but don’t eat from 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, because on the day you eat 
from it, you will die!” 

During that day’s cool evening breeze, they heard the sound of the 
Lord God walking in the garden; and the man and his wife hid 
themselves from the Lord God in the middle of the garden’s trees. 

The Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 
The man replied, “I heard your sound in the garden; I was afraid 

because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 
He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Did you eat from the 

tree, which commanded you not to eat?” 
The man said, “The woman you gave me, she gave me some fruit 

from the tree, and I ate.” The Lord God said to the woman, “What have 
you done?!” 

The Lord God said, “The human being has now become like one of 
us, knowing good and evil.” 

Now, so he doesn’t stretch out his hand and take also from the 
tree of life and eat and live forever, the Lord God sent him out of the 
garden of Eden to farm the fertile land from which he was taken. He 
drove out the human. To the east of the garden of Eden, he stationed 
winged creatures wielding flaming swords to guard the way to the tree 
of life. 
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THE SECOND LESSON                 Isaiah 9:2, 6-7       Nash Noble 

 

The prophet foretells the coming of a savior. 

he people walking in darkness have seen a great light. 
On those living in a pitch-dark land, light has dawned. 
He will be named 

Wonderful Counselor,     

Mighty God,  

Eternal Father,  

Prince of Peace. 
There will be vast authority and endless peace for David’s 

throne and for his kingdom, establishing and 
sustaining it with justice and righteousness now and 
forever. 

The zeal of the Lord of heavenly forces will do this. 
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HYMN (remain seated)     It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 

 

 



THE THIRD LESSON                 Isaiah 11:1-10              Matt Morgan 
 

The prophet foretells the promised Kingdom of God. 

 
 shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
    and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
    the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

    the spirit of counsel and might, 
    the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
    or decide by what his ears hear; 
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
    and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
    and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
    and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 
The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
    the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
    and a little child shall lead them. 
The cow and the bear shall graze, 
    their young shall lie down together; 
    and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
    and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
They will not hurt or destroy 
    on all my holy mountain; 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
    as the waters cover the sea. 
On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the 
nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
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HYMN (remain seated)       Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 

 

 
 

 

 



 

THE FOURTH LESSON           Luke 1:26b-35, 38        Marcella McKay 
  

The angel Gabriel visits the young Mary. 
 

he angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 
called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose 
name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s 
name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, 

favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his 
words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be.  

The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the 
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 
ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.”  

Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?”  
The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 

the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to 
be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God.” 

Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with 
me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
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+HYMN                             Angels We Have Heard on High 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE FIFTH LESSON                       Mark 1:4-8        Jan Taylor 
  

John proclaims that the one foretold by the prophets is at hand. 
 

ohn the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people 
from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in 

the river Jordan, confessing their sins.  

Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt 
around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, 
“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not 
worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have 
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
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THE SIXTH LESSON     Luke 2:1-20             Jane Sanders 
 

The birth of Christ. 
 

n those days Caesar Augustus declared that everyone 
throughout the empire should be enrolled in the tax lists. 
This first enrollment occurred when Quirinius governed 
Syria. Everyone went to their own cities to be enrolled. Since 

Joseph belonged to David’s house and family line, he went up from the 
city of Nazareth in Galilee to David’s city, called Bethlehem, in Judea.  He 
went to be enrolled together with Mary, who was promised to him in 
marriage and who was pregnant. While they were there, the time came 
for Mary to have her baby. She gave birth to her firstborn child, a son, 
wrapped him snugly, and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
place for them in the guestroom. 

Nearby shepherds were living in the fields, guarding their sheep 
at night. The Lord’s angel stood before them, the Lord’s glory shone 
around them, and they were terrified. 

The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—
wonderful, joyous news for all people. Your savior is born today in 
David’s city. He is Christ the Lord. This is a sign for you: you will find a 
newborn baby wrapped snugly and lying in a manger.” Suddenly a great 
assembly of the heavenly forces was with the angel praising God. They 
said, “Glory to God in heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he 
favors.” 

When the angels returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each 
other, “Let’s go right now to Bethlehem and see what’s happened. Let’s 
confirm what the Lord has revealed to us.” They went quickly and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger. When they saw this, 
they reported what they had been told about this child. Everyone who 
heard it was amazed at what the shepherds told them. Mary committed 
these things to memory and considered them carefully.  The shepherds 
returned home, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen. Everything happened just as they had been told. 
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+ HYMN The First Nowell 
 

 
THE HOMILY           “This Promise, This Moment, This Child”       Dr. Lowry 

 



+ HYMN What Child Is This 

 

 



THE OFFERING 
The offering tonight benefits the Communion Fund, a discretionary benevolence fund used to 

address urgent needs for members of the Jackson community. 

THE OFFERTORY              Es ist ein Ros’ entsprungen              Johannes Brahms 

THE EUCHARIST 

WE GIVE OUR THANKS 

One: God is with you. 

All:   And also with you. 

One: Lift up your hearts! 

All:   We lift them up to God! 

One: Let us give thanks to God, our God! 

All:   It is right to give God thanks, and praise. 

One: On this night of unexpected angels, on this night of guarding 

shepherds, on this night of awestruck fathers, on this night of 

tired, wondering, mothers, and on this night of Abundant Life, we 

give you thanks, God of all Creation! 

All:   Heaven and earth are full of your Glory! Hosanna in the 

highest! 

One: We give you thanks that you have been with your creation, from 

before it came to be. We give you thanks that you continue to be 

with your creation – in new life aborning, in times of calm, in 

times of chaos, in death, and beyond! 

 We give you thanks that – no matter what we have done, or have 

failed to do, you invite us back into relationship with you; again 

and again. 

 We give you thanks that you given us the gift of your love – 

unearned, unasked for, unbelievable – a gift filled with grace and 

wonder! 

We give you thanks, God of all Creation! 

All: Heaven and earth are full of your Glory! Hosanna in the 

highest! 

One: You give us this great gift: 

Child of Life, Prince of Peace, Emmanuel – God-with-us! 



In the birth of a tiny baby, born on the edge, born in a shack, 

visited by the poor, guarded by his parent’s love, you give us 

yourself! 

Alleluia! 

All: Alleluia! 

One: Alleluia! 

All: Alleluia! 

One: Alleluia! 

All: Alleluia! 

One: He laughed with those who laughed, he grieved with those who 

grieve, he listened and taught, but most of all – he loved. 

He loved us with a love that pointed us back to you. 

He loved us with a love that shocked and challenged. 

He loved us with a love that raised up the lowly, and sent the 

powerful away to reflect and learn. 

He loved us into new relationship with You. 

Your Christmas gift to the world. 

Thank you, loving God! 

All: Thank you, loving God! 

One: On the night before his life would be ended, ended because 

overwhelming love can sometimes cause fear to react in violent 

ways, Jesus sat with his friends, celebrating, like we sit with our 

friends, celebrating. 

 Together, they remembered the story of the people Israel, 

brought out of slavery 

by your love. 

 During the meal, Jesus took a loaf of bread and blessed it, giving 

thanks to you, God, for your gift of life. He broke that bread and 

passed it to his disciples, and said, “This is my body, given for you. 

Each time you eat this, remember me.” 

 When the meal was almost over, Jesus took a cup of wine, and 

blessed it, giving thanks to you, God, for your gift of love. He lifted 

that cup, passing it to his disciples, and said, “This is my life’s 

blood. This is my promise. This is for you and for the world. Each 

time you drink this, remember me.” 



 So we eat, we drink and we remember. 

All: A tiny baby born in a shack. 

A great teacher. 

God-with-us – then and now. 

We remember. 

One: Send your spirit upon these gifts, God of all love, that they, and we, 

might truly be Christ’s body, living his love in the world, this 

Christmastide, every day, all our lives. 

Through Christ, with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, all glory is yours, God most Holy, now and forever.  

All:    Yesterday. Today. Forever. 

 Let it be so. Amen. 

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 
The Presbyterian Church (USA) practices “open communion.”  This means that anyone 

wishing to share in the meal is welcome to the table.  Ushers will invite you to come forward 
by row.  When you reach the table, please gather around the table to receive the sacrament. 
The bread will be passed first and you are invited to take a piece. If you require a gluten free 
option, wafers are available on the table. After eating the bread, you will be invited to take 

one of the small cups from the silver trays and drink the juice. All cups contain non-alcoholic 
grape juice. After everyone at the table has shared the meal, you are invited to return to 
your seat by the side aisles. If you need assistance or would like to be served in your seat, 

please indicate that to an usher. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE SEVENTH LESSON   John 1:1-14                Mary Clay Morgan 
 

John testifies to the light of Christ. 

 
n the beginning was the Word,  
and the Word was with God,  
and the Word was God.  
He was in the beginning with God.  

All things came into being through him,  
and without him not one thing came into being.  

What has come into being in him was life,  
and the life was the light of all people.  
The light shines in the darkness,  
and the darkness did not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  
He came as a witness to testify to the light,  

so that all might believe through him.  
He himself was not the light,  

but he came to testify to the light.  
The true light, which enlightens everyone,  
was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; 
yet the world did not know him.  

He came to what was his own,  
and his own people did not accept him.  

But to all who received him,  
who believed in his name,  
he gave power to become children of God,  
who were born,  
not of blood or of the will of the flesh  
or of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us,  
and we have seen his glory,  
the glory as of a father’s only son,  
full of grace and truth.  
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+HYMN     Silent Night 
As the hymn begins, the candles of those standing on the aisle will be lit. 

Please pass the light to your neighbor on your row 
with the words, “The Light of Christ.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The Congregation stands in expectant silence. 

After a few moments of silence in reverence for 

this holy night, worshipers are invited to 

extinguish their candles as the fanfare begins and 

we join in singing our closing hymn of praise. 

 

 



+HYMN    Joy to the World 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

+BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE                Joy to the World                   arr. Paul Manz 



2019 Opportunities at Fondren Presbyterian 

Race in America: Where We Are in 2019 
Wednesday nights in January and February (beginning January 9) we will be contemplating Racial 

Relations in the United States. We will be reading the book 

"WAKING UP WHITE and finding myself in the story of race" 

by Debby Irving.  

In addition to moderated conversations on the book we will also have visiting speakers from a 

range of organizations addressing racial reconciliation.  The book is available for order through 

Lemuria and also online booksellers.  

Enneagram Classes 

New Enneagram classes will be formed in February and after Easter.  Using the 11 week Enneagram 

study led by Suzanne Stabile, these weekly gatherings are a great way to grow spiritually and 

deepen personal relationships.  An additional class for couples based on Suzanne’s new book “The 

Path Between Us” will begin in late spring 2019. 

FONDREN PRESents 

Formerly known as Fondren Bible Institute (FBI), FONDREN PRESents is an exciting new ministry 

designed to engage critical contemporary questions through the lens of faith.  Details about the 

2019 program will be available soon on the church website. 

Haiti Mission Trip 

Plans are underway for a mission trip to Haiti in partnership with Living Waters for the World (a 

PCUSA mission).  The trip is tentatively planned for October 2019.  For more information, contact 

the church office.   

The 5:45 Service 

The 5:45 contemplative evening service is a great way to begin your week.  Join us each Sunday for 

a time of reflection, silence, prayer, and community.  

  Stay Connected to Events at Fondren Presbyterian 

Follow our Facebook page and visit our website at www.fondrenpcusa.org for more information on 

upcoming events.  To be added to our weekly e-News updates, simply contact the church office at 

fondrenpcusa@comcast.net 

 

http://www.fondrenpcusa.org/


 

 

 

 

 
ive us, O God, the vision which can see 
Your love in the world in spite of human 
failure.   

Give us the faith to trust Your goodness in spite 
of our ignorance and weakness. 

Give us the knowledge that we may continue to 
pray with understanding hearts. 

And show us what each one of us can do to set 
forward the coming of the day of universal 

peace. 

-Prayer recited by Apollo 8 Astronaut Frank Borman, 

Christmas Eve 1968, in orbit around the Moon 
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OUR SHARED VALUES AND VISION 

Living into our shared calling, Fondren Presbyterian Church welcomes and 
nurtures all children of God into the work of justice, reconciliation, and 

transformation of the world in the name of Jesus Christ. 
 
 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all of your soul 
and with all your mind . . . 

and you shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
—Matthew 22:37-39 

 
What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to 

walk humbly with your God? 
—Micah 6:8 
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