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Welcome to Fondren Presbyterian Church! We’re so glad you’re with us this 

morning for worship and fellowship. If you’re a first-time visitor, welcome to our 

church home. If you’re a return visitor, welcome back! Fondren is an inclusive faith 

community where everyone is welcome to come and grow in Christ. If you would 

like to learn more about Fondren, please seek out an usher or greeter following 

worship. 

Again, welcome! We hope this time of worship will renew and  

uplift your spirit. 



WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 
*Please stand in body or spirit.    Bold type indicates a unison response. 

 

WELCOME                   The Rev. Dr. Rob Lowry 

PRELUDE      “Prelude on TERRA BEATA”               Bonnie Barrett 

WE LIFT UP OUR HEARTS
1
            Stacy Clark 

 A love that never ceases, 

  A creativity that designed the universe, 

 A hope that cannot be quenched, 

  A pursuit of reconciliation no matter the cost: 

 These are the things that are of God, 

  Then let us worship God. 

*HYMN # 324      For All the Faithful Women          NYLAND 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

 God of healing, 

  God of wholeness, 

 we bring our brokenness, our sinfulness, our fears and despair, 

  and lay them at your feet. 

 God of healing, 

  God of wholeness, 

 we hold out hearts and hands, minds and souls to feel your touch, 

  and know the peace that only you can bring. 

 God of healing, 

  God of wholeness, 

 this precious moment in your presence and power grant us faith and confidence  

  that here broken lives are made whole. 

Silence 

*RESPONSE #288                Spirit of the Living God              LIVING GOD 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

Melt me; mold me; fill me; use me. 

Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

…in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!   

 Thanks be to God! 

THE PEACE 

The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, which passes all understanding, be with you 

all. 

  And also with you.  

Please turn to those nearby and extend a hand of friendship and a word of greeting. 

                                                           
1
 By Rev. Beth Merrill Neel 



Children are invited to join volunteers in the back of the church to go upstairs to the Children’s Pray-ground 

balcony.     

To learn more about our Pray-ground, see Worship Notes. 

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                Judges 4:12-22 

ANTHEM              Oh, Had I Jubal’s Lyre from JOSHUA      Handel 
Ta’Mari Lloyd, soprano 

Oh, had I Jubal’s lyre, or Miriam’s tuneful voice. 

To sounds like his, I would aspire, in songs like her rejoice. 

My humble strains but faintly how much to heav’n and thee I owe. 

SERMON                         “Soccer Lessons”                                 Dr. Lowry 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

*HYMN # 345                In an Age of Twisted Values CHURCH UNITED 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

 We search for the meaning of God and our own experience 

  revealed in those sacred stories which have been passed down to us. 

 We tell them again and again: 

 Of God the Creator, the Almighty, who made everything that is, and saw  

  that it was good. 

 Of Jesus of Nazareth, who in history lived among us, healed the afflicted,  

  taught, suffered, and died. 

  He forgave those who crucified him. 

                 He shows us the Way which leads to the reconciliation of all things,   

  His is the Way of love, compassion, justice, forgiveness, and peace. 

 Of the Spirit, the Breath, the Wind of God, the Giver of Life, the Holy  

  Wisdom, who inspires the people of God to cry out for justice for the 

  powerless and oppressed, to see the presence of God in every   

  created thing, and to respond with love. 

 Of the communion of saints: all the people of God, living, dead, and yet to  

 be born, who are empowered to recognize that they are, and    

 always have been, brothers and sisters, one family in God. 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

OFFERTORY           “With Reverence Let the Saints Appear”        arr. Lani Smith 
                 Tune: REFLECTION from “Missouri 

Harmony” 

*DOXOLOGY #607              OLD HUNDRETH 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Christ all people here below. 

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 

Praise triune God whom we adore. Amen. 



WE GATHER AT GOD’S TABLE 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE   

 This is the table where amazing things happen. 

  Extraordinary love is found in ordinary bread. 

 This is the table where love bids us welcome. 

  The worries and rancor of the world have no place here. 

 This is the table where the promises of God are shared. 

  Welcome to the table of grace. 

 Welcome to the table of grace. 

THE SURSUM CORDA   

 The Lord be with you. 

  And also with you. 

 Lift up your hearts. 

  We lift them up to the Lord. 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING2 

 Blessed are you, strong and faithful God. 

 From the beginning your Word has summoned light and life. 

  You give us breath and speech, that all the living might find a voice  

  to sing your praise. 

 All holy God, how wonderful is the work of your hands! 

  You restore the beauty of your image when sin has scarred the  

   world. 

 As a loving parent you gather your children. 

  You fill them with longing for a peace that will last and for a justice  

  that will never fail. 

 For them you raised up Jesus, the living bread, in whom ancient hungers are  

  satisfied. 

  Healing the sick though bound to suffer pain, offering life to the  

   world though doomed to die, Jesus in self-surrender proved  

   love stronger than death. 

 Creator God, let your Holy Spirit move in power over us and over our earthly  

  gifts of bread and wine, that they may become for us the body and blood  

 of Christ. 

 Let us remember together the story of his suffering love: 

  On the night before he met with death, 

   Jesus came to table with those he loved, took bread  

    and blessed you, God of all creation; 

   He broke the bread among his disciples and said: 

   Take this, all of you, and eat it; this is my body which will be  

    given up for you. 

   When supper was ended, He took a cup of wine 

    and gave thanks to you, God of all creation; 

                                                           
2
 From the Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa New Zealand 



   He passed it among his disciples and said: 

   Take this, all of you, and drink from it;  

    this is the cup of my blood, 

    the blood of the new and everlasting covenant. 

   It will be shed for you and for all to bring forgiveness. 

   Do this in memory of me. 

 God of love, we commemorate the love of Jesus whom death could not bind but  

 who rose from the grave and sits exalted in glory on the throne of   

 creation. 

 As the splendor of this love breaks in upon us, may it find us ever watchful 

  in prayer, strong to respond, and faithful to the breaking of the bread. 

 Gather us into communion with all your people. 

 Then, at last, will all creation be one and all divisions healed;  

  and we shall sing your praise united for ever in the name of Jesus 

   Christ. Amen. 

 Now friends, because we believe let us be bold as we pray together the  

  words Christ gave us saying: 

  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as 

   we forgive our debtors;  

   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  

   Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

WE DEPART IN GOD’S NAME 

*HYMN #490  Wash, O God, Your Sons and Daughters    BEACH SPRING 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION        

*POSTLUDE        Go in Grace and Make Disciples    WONDROUS LIGHT 

***** 

WORSHIP NOTES 

WORSHIP LEADERS AND VOLUNTEERS TODAY Julie Dees, Liz Hudson, Laurie 

McRee, Jim Pitts (Ushers), Stacy Clark (Liturgist), Laurie McRee (Communion Preparation), 

Jamie Pitts, Jay Woods (Childcare). 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP Fondren welcomes children of all ages to participate in the 

worship service.  During the passing of the peace, all children ages 3 through 5
th

 grade are 

invited to move with the adult volunteers to the pray-ground, the children’s worship area in the 

balcony, where they can work and play with worship-related activities and games. An adult will 

bring all children back to the sanctuary during the offertory to rejoin their families for the 

remainder of the worship service. Parents, you are welcome to join us in the balcony any 

time—especially if you think it might make your child’s transition smoother. 



 For parents and children who might be happier with a nursery, it is open to those from 

birth through age 3, and supervised by adult volunteers. 

 Anyone who has any questions or who wants to volunteer for pray-ground or nursery 

time, please contact Beverly Ray at 601.842.3415 or bray65@comcast.net. 

GLUTEN-FREE WAFERS are available on the table at communion. 

THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH THIS WEEK 

THE 5:45, a weekly half-hour service of contemplative prayer, is scheduled for today at 5:45 PM. 

INTRODUCING THE NEW SPIRITUAL ENGAGEMENT MINISTRY The former Christian 

Education (CE) Committee is now divided into two ministries: The Children and Youth Ministry, 

chaired by Beverly Ray, and The Spiritual Engagement Ministry, with co-chairs Stan Wilkinson and 

Gerry Wilson. In the coming weeks and months, look for opportunities for faith formation and 

spiritual growth offered by these ministries. 

AN ENNEAGRAM INFORMATIONAL MEETING will be held on Monday, July 15, at 7 PM 

in the Library. This will be an overview and a chance to see if the upcoming Enneagram class is for 

you. 

THE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE will meet on Tuesday, July 16, at 5:30 PM in the parlor. 

THE PROPERTY COMMITTEE will meet this Tuesday, July 16, at 5:30 PM in the Library. 

THE OUTREACH COMMITTEE will meet on Wednesday, July 17, at 5:30 PM in the Library. 

THE CHOIR will meet for rehearsal this Wednesday, July 17, at 5:30 PM. 

MEALS ON WHEELS is scheduled this Friday, July 19, at 10:00 AM. 

CONGREGATIONAL AND COMMUNITY CARE 

WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER Diane Blankenhorn, Carol Brasfield, Edna Dreher, Sherry Henry 

(Linda Powell’s sister), Jim Lester (Rob Lowry’s friend), Yvonne Phillips (Carolyn White’s friend), 

Mary Robinson, and Elizabeth Sutton (Carolyn Burch’s mother). 

TO ADD A NAME to the prayer list, please email or call the church office 

(office@fondrenpcusa.org or 601-982-3232). Unless otherwise instructed, names are included in the 

eNews and bulletin for four weeks.  

 

FONDREN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF 
The Reverend Dr. Rob Lowry, Pastor/Head of Staff 

The Reverend Dr. Rims Barber, Parish Associate 

Dr. Nell Adams, Music Director 

Jeff Hardy, Organist 

Bonnie Bowley, Interim Administrative Assistant 

Christel Howell, Interim Financial Administrator 

Terry Longino, Sexton 

Jeannette Blockman, Kitchen Assistant 
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