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Welcome to Fondren Presbyterian Church! We’re so glad you’re with us this morning for 

worship and fellowship. If you’re a first-time visitor, welcome to our church home. If you’re a 

return visitor, welcome back! Fondren is an inclusive faith community where everyone is 

welcome to come and grow in Christ. If you would like to learn more about Fondren, please 

seek out an usher or greeter or join us at the communion table after worship where one of our 

elders will be happy to share more about life at Fondren Presbyterian. 

Again, welcome! We hope this time of worship will renew and uplift your spirit. 



WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 
*Those able may stand.         

Bold type indicates a unison response 
 

 

WELCOME & OPPORTUNITIES FOR DISCIPLESHIP                                                        The Rev. Dr. Rob Lowry 

PRELUDE                                        Here in this Place                Marty Haugen 

WE LIFT UP OUR HEARTS                                    Stacy Clark 

O come, let us worship the Lord and consider what wondrous things God has done: 

 The Magi who study the heavens follow a guiding star! 

O come, let us worship the Lord and consider what wondrous things God has done: 

 The peoples who live in the shadows see a glorious light! 

O come, let us worship the Lord and consider what wondrous things God has done: 

  The Christ who embodies the Word unveils the hidden plan, making us joint heirs of the 

 promise of salvation through the gospel! 

O come, let us worship the Lord, 

 for God has done wondrous things!
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*HYMN #151                                     We Three Kings of Orient Are       KINGS OF CHRIST 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

The coming of Christ was not, and is not, widely welcomed. 

Wherever there is epiphany there will also be darkness: 

the darkness of old superstitions and dogmas which refuse to fade away easily; 

the darkness of pride in the half truths that have masqueraded as wisdom; 

the darkness of entrenched evil that hates the light and tries to dispose of it; 

the darkness of apathy that cannot be bothered to open the shutters; 

Let us make our confession together, 

CONFESSION OF OUR SINFULNESS (Unison) 

Most holy and most loving God, we admit to you and to each other, that we are creatures who 

either through foolishness or willfulness often choose darkness instead of light. 

Here and now we surrender to you our fears and proud opinions, our short-sighted folly and our 

pompous wisdom, our deep-seated sins and our apathy towards change and renewal. 

Please forgive the darkness and pain we have inflicted on others, and restore the light-starved 

hopes and ideals within our own souls. 

Trusting your grace, we earnestly pray: “Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 

spirit within us.” 

Through Christ Jesus our Saviour. Amen!
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Silent Confession 

                                                 
1
 From the Calvin Institute of Christian Worship 

2
 Bruce Prewer 



 

SUNG PETITION #469 (seated)  “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”          CHILDREN PRAYING 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

…in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!   

 Thanks be to God! 

THE PEACE 

The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, which passes all understanding, be with you all. 

  And also with you.  

Please turn to those nearby and extend a hand of friendship and a word of greeting. 

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN 

INTERLUDE 

ANTHEM          Magi From The East from GOD CAME NEAR                          Tom Fettke 

O’er mountains and valleys, it led them each night, a star of most radiant light. 

The wise men rejoice as they journeyed afar to behold such a beautiful star! 

When they saw the star, they rejoiced with great joy! They rejoiced with exceeding great joy! 

Others saw the star, but they followed it not. To them it would come and would pass. 

The wise men kept trusting with all of their hearts that the star would find the Baby at last. 

When they saw the star…. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                     Matthew 2:1-23   

SERMON             “Shelter from the Storm”                      Dr. Lowry 



WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

*HYMN OF RESPONSE #152       What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright    PUER NOBIS NASCITUR  

*WHAT WE BELIEVE  

I believe in the Living God who is directly involved in the affairs of the world. 

I believe that God chooses the meek and the poor to shame the proud and the powerful. 

I believe in the incarnate Word, leaping in a woman’s womb, cradled in poverty. 

I believe in Jesus, true son of Mary, true Son of God, who came among us in weakness, 

that we might come to know the profound strength available to common people who turn to God 

in trust and with love. 

Yes, my friends, this I truly believe.  

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING 

OFFERTORY                                         Hark! The Herald Angels Sing              WE’LL WALK IN THE LIGHT   

(see hymn 127) 
 

*SUNG THANKSGIVING #717              “For the Life That You Have Given”  PLEADING SAVIOR 

 
   



WE GATHER AT GOD’S TABLE 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE  

THE SURSUM CORDA   

The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

WE DEPART IN GOD’S NAME 

* HYMN #156                                          Sing of God Made Manifest     SALZBURG  

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                 

*POSTLUDE                                             Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise              arr. Caniadau  y Cyssegr                           

 

 

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS AND VOLUNTEERS TODAY Carol Brasfield, John Huntington, Jill Upton, Carolyn White 

(Ushers), Stacy Clark (Liturgist), Jane Sanders (Communion Preparation) Beverly Ray (Childcare). 

THE BULLETIN COVER ART is a 17
th
 century Russian icon depicting the Holy Family fleeing to Egypt.  Notice at the 

bottom of the icon Herod’s genocide of the children in Israel is also depicted.  

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING.  The Session has called a congregational meeting today during worship, for the 

purposes of:   (1) to approve a change in Dr. Lowry's call to include $4800 per year to the PCUSA Deferred 

Compensation Plan.  (2) to elect the at-large members of the 2019 Nominating Committee.  The nominees are Dorsey 

Carson, Inez Dunlap, and Jan Taylor.  If elected, they will join the Session appointees Cindy McKey (chair) and Carolyn 

White. 



THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH THIS WEEK 

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS IN JANUARY AND FEBRUARY we will be contemplating Racial Relations in the United 

States as we read the book "WAKING UP WHITE and finding myself in the story of race" by Debby Irving. We will 

also have visiting speakers and other activities to accompany our reading. Our first January meeting will be this 

Wednesday, January 9. 

 

CLEAN-UP BUCKET AND HYGIENE KITS may be brought to the church and added to those from other PC(USA) 

congregations.  These supplies are used by Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and Church World Service in the wake of 

natural and man-made disasters.  Lists of items for each may be found on the Ministry Opportunities Board outside the 

finance office. 

ADOPT-A-SCHOOL/PARTNERS IN EDUCATION is up and running in our new partnership with Galloway 

Elementary School and we need all willing souls to join us.  Be on the lookout for ways you can join in making a 

difference in the life of a JPS student. Supplies for the P.I.E Store for teachers may be left by the stairs between the men’s 

and women’s restrooms just inside the door. Items currently needed are posted on the Ministry Opportunities Board 

outside the finance office. 

THE MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY BOARD located outside the finance office has sign-up sheets for church activities 

and volunteer opportunities.  

CONGREGATIONAL AND COMMUNITY CARE 

WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER Edna Dreher, Kay Ford, Mary Robinson, and Jane Welch. 

BE SURE TO SIGN THE PRAYER NOTES on the table in the Narthex.  They will be sent to those on our prayer list. 

TO ADD A NAME to the prayer list, please email or call the church office (fondrenpcusa@comcast.net or 601-982-

3232). Unless otherwise instructed, names are included in the eNews and bulletin for four weeks.  

 

  

mailto:fondrenpcusa@comcast.net


THE CHURCH CALENDAR   

Sunday, January 6, Epiphany of the Lord 

  9:00 a.m. – Handbell Rehearsal  

  9:30 a.m. – Sunday School  

10:30 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 

                     Fellowship Time 

11:00 a.m. – Morning Worship 

             Congregational Meeting 

12:00 p.m. – Worship Committee Meeting 

  2:00 p.m. – Enneagram Class 

  5:30 p.m. – Youth Program 

  5:45 p.m. – The 5:45 Service 

Monday, January 7 

       10:00 p.m. – Pastoral Care Committee 

       Wednesday, December 12 

            5:30 p.m. – Adult Choir   

                                                         Children’s Fellowship 

            6:00 p.m. – Fellowship Supper  

          6:50 p.m. – Evening Prayers 

                    7:00 p.m. – Bible Study 

Sunday, January 13, Baptism of the Lord 

  9:00 a.m. – Handbell Rehearsal  

  9:30 a.m. – Sunday School  

10:30 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 

                     Fellowship Time 

11:00 a.m. – Morning Worship 

12:00 p.m. – Second Sunday Lunch 

            Christian Education Meeting 

  2:00 p.m. – Enneagram Class 

  5:30 p.m. – Youth Program 

  5:45 p.m. – The 5:45 Service 

  



OUR MISSION AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
 

Living into our shared calling, Fondren Presbyterian Church welcomes and nurtures all children of 

God into the work of justice, reconciliation, and transformation of the world in the name of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

You shall love the Lord your 

God with all your heart, 

And with all of your soul and 

with all your mind . . . 

and you shall love your 

neighbor as yourself. 

—Matthew 22:37-39 

 

What does the Lord require 

of you but to do justice, 

and to love kindness, and to 

walk humbly with your God? 

—Micah 6:8 
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Jeff Hardy, Organist 
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Fran Peacock, Accountant 
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