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Welcome to Fondren Presbyterian Church! We’re so glad you’re with us this morning for worship and 
fellowship. If you’re a first-time visitor, welcome to our church home. If you’re a return visitor, welcome back! 
Fondren is an inclusive faith community where everyone is welcome to come and grow in Christ. If you would 
like to learn more about Fondren, please seek out an usher or greeter or join us at the communion table after 

worship where one of our elders will be happy to share more about life at Fondren Presbyterian. 

Again, welcome! We hope this time of worship will renew and uplift your spirit. 



WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 
*Those able may stand.         

Bold type indicates a unison response 
 

 

WELCOME & OPPORTUNITIES FOR DISCIPLESHIP                                                        The Rev. Dr. Rob Lowry 

PRELUDE     “Morning Prayer”          Charles Sergisson 

WE LIFT UP OUR HEARTS                       Inez Dunlap 

Happy are we 

 when our treasures cannot be quantified.  

Happy are we 

 when our knowledge is tempered by mystery.  

Happy are we 

 when our pain is held in the balm of love. 

Happy are we 

 when our delight comes from beyond ourselves. 

*HYMN #731          Give Thanks for Those Whose Faith Is Firm           REPTON 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

Christ preached to the gathered crowd about the mercy and love of God.  Those words echo in this place 

today. 

With confidence in the promises of Christ, let us confess our sins to our merciful and loving God.  

CONFESSION OF OUR SINFULNESS (Unison) 

You have said that those who mourn are blessed. 

Yet we would often rather numb ourselves through distractions and illusions than open ourselves 

to the reality of grief in the world and in our hearts.  

Help us look up from our phones toward you and give us strength to be present in pain. 

You have said that those who desire righteousness and justice are blessed. 

Yet we are so easily lulled into the comfort of complacency and seduced by the excuses of an 

unjust world. Fill us with your Spirit that we might flee from sin and fight for your justice. 

You have said that the merciful are blessed. 

Yet we harbor anger and resentment in our hearts. Heal our bitterness, teach us to forgive, and 

help us work toward restoration in our lives and world. 

Forgive us for straying so far from your word.  Hear our prayers and draw us ever closer to you 

so, with confidence in your promise and vision, we may know what it is to be truly blessed.  Amen. 

Silent Confession 

 

 



SUNG PETITION #469 (seated) Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying          CHILDREN PRAYING 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

…in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!   

         Thanks be to God! 

THE PEACE  

The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, which passes all understanding, be with you all.  

  And also with you.  

Please turn to those nearby and extend a hand of friendship and a word of greeting. 

Children are invited to join volunteers in the back of the church to go upstairs  

to the Children’s Pray-ground balcony. 

To learn more about our Pray-ground, see Worship Notes 

 

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                     Matthew 5:1-20  

ANTHEM           We Are Called           David Haas/Mark Hayes 

Come! Live in the light! Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord! 
We are called to be light for the kingdom, to live in the freedom of the city of God. 
We are called to act with justice; we are called to love tenderly. 
We are called to serve one another, to walk humbly with God.  
Come! Show your mercy to all those in fear! 
We are called to be hope for the hopeless, so hatred and violence will be no more. 
We are called to act with justice; we are called to love tenderly. 
We are called to serve one another, to walk humbly with God.  
Sing! Sing a new song! Sing of that great day when all will be one! 
God will reign, and we’ll walk with each other as sisters and brothers united in love. 
We are called to act with justice; we are called to love tenderly. 
We are called to serve one another, to walk humbly with God.              (Text by David Haas) 



SERMON                  “Blessedly Happy”                              Dr. Lowry 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

 
*HYMN OF RESPONSE #314        Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness      CHRIST BE OUR LIGHT 

(Choir sings first verse) 

*WHAT WE BELIEVE  

Jesus stays with us in the Spirit, who renews our hearts, moves us to faith, 

leads us in the truth, stands by us in our need, and makes our obedience fresh and vibrant.  

The Spirit's gifts are here to stay in rich variety—fitting responses to timely needs. 

We thankfully see each other as gifted members of the fellowship which delights in the creative 

Spirit's work. He gives more than enough to each believer for God's praise and our neighbor's 

welfare. 

 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING 

OFFERTORY                                                        We Are Forgiven                                       Hal. H. Hopson 

*SUNG THANKSGIVING #717              For the Life That You Have Given  PLEADING SAVIOR 

 

 

 



WE GATHER AT GOD’S TABLE 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE  

THE SURSUM CORDA   

The Lord be with you.  

 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

WE DEPART IN GOD’S NAME 

* HYMN #395        Blessed Jesus, at Your Word           LIEBSTER JESU   

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                 

*POSTLUDE                                                       Be Ye Blessed           Chester Nordman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WORSHIP NOTES  
 

WORSHIP LEADERS AND VOLUNTEERS TODAY Bonnie Bowley, Brenda Dyson, Ann Marshall, Marcella 

McKay (Ushers), Inez Dunlap (Liturgist), Betty Gentry (Communion Preparation) Beverly Ray (Childcare). 

SANCTUARY FLOWERS Today’s flowers are given for the glory of God in memory of Walter Boone by Helen Boone. 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP Fondren welcomes children of all ages to participate in the worship service.  During the 

passing of the peace, all children ages 3 through 5
th

 grade are invited to move with the adult volunteers to the pray-ground, 

the children’s worship area in the balcony, where they can work and play with worship-related activities and games. An 

adult will bring all children back to the sanctuary during the offertory to rejoin their families for the remainder of the 

worship service. Parents, you are welcome to join us in the balcony any time—especially if you think it might make your 

child’s transition smoother.  

 For parents and children who might be happier with a nursery, we have that too, staffed by adult volunteers and 

staff, that is open to those from birth through age 3. 

 Anyone who has any questions or who wants to volunteer for pray-ground or nursery time, please contact Beverly 

Ray at 601.842.3415 or bray65@comcast.net 

THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH THIS WEEK 
 

CLEAN-UP BUCKET AND HYGIENE KITS may be brought to the church and added to those from other PC(USA) 

congregations.  These supplies are used by Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and Church World Service in the wake of 

natural and man-made disasters.  Lists of items for each may be found on the Ministry Opportunities Board outside the 

finance office. 

ADOPT-A-SCHOOL/PARTNERS IN EDUCATION is up and running in our new partnership with Galloway 

Elementary School and we need all willing souls to join us.  Be on the lookout for ways you can join in making a 

difference in the life of a JPS student. Supplies for the P.I.E Store for teachers may be left by the stairs between the men’s 

and women’s restrooms just inside the door. Items currently needed are posted on the Ministry Opportunities Board 

outside the finance office. 

THE MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY BOARD located outside the finance office has sign-up sheets for church activities 

and volunteer opportunities.  

 

CONGREGATIONAL AND COMMUNITY CARE 

DINNERS FOR EIGHT Are you interested in getting to know other Fondren members in a social setting outside the 
church? If so, you’re invited to join “Dinners for Eight”. Following the February 10 sign up deadline, members will be 
organized into groups of eight. If you are interested in taking part in this venture, add your name to the signup sheet in the 
church foyer any time prior to February 10. 

WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER  

Julie Dees, Edna Dreher, Kay Ford, Mary Robinson, Stan Wilkinson and Stephen Blackwood. 

TO ADD A NAME to the prayer list, please email or call the church office (fondrenpcusa@comcast.net or 601-982-
3232) or visit the website, fondrenpcusa.org, and click the “Prayer Request” link. Unless otherwise instructed, names are 
included in the eNews and bulletin for four weeks.  

 

 

 

 

mailto:fondrenpcusa@comcast.net


THE CHURCH CALENDAR   

Sunday, January 27, 3
rd

 Sunday after Epiphany 
  9:00 a.m. – Handbell Rehearsal  

  9:30 a.m. – Sunday School  

10:30 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 

                      Fellowship Time 

11:00 a.m. – Morning Worship 

12:00 p.m. – Mission Committee  

             PW Coordinating Team Meeting 

  5:30 p.m. – Youth Program 

      5:45 p.m. – The 5:45 Service 

Wednesday, January 30 
            5:30 p.m. – Adult Choir   
                                                         Children’s Fellowship 
            6:15 p.m. – Fellowship Supper       
                    7:00 p.m. – Program 

       Saturday, February 2 
        10:00 a.m. – Meals on Wheels 

Sunday, February 3, 4
th

 Sunday after Epiphany 
  9:00 a.m. – Handbell Rehearsal  

  9:30 a.m. – Sunday School  

10:30 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 

                      Fellowship Time 

11:00 a.m. – Morning Worship 

             Souperbowl of Caring  

12:00 p.m. –Worship Committee   

  5:30 p.m. – Youth Program 

      5:45 p.m. – The 5:45 Service 
  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 



OUR MISSION AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
 

Living into our shared calling, Fondren Presbyterian Church welcomes and nurtures all children of 

God into the work of justice, reconciliation, and transformation of the world in the name of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

You shall love the Lord your 

God with all your heart, 

And with all of your soul and 

with all your mind . . . 

and you shall love your 

neighbor as yourself. 

—Matthew 22:37-39 

 

What does the Lord require 

of you but to do justice, 

and to love kindness, and to 

walk humbly with your God? 

—Micah 6:8 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

FONDREN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF 
The Reverend Dr. Rob Lowry, Pastor/Head of Staff 
The Reverend Dr. Rims Barber, Parish Associate 

Dr. Nell Adams, Music Director 
Jeff Hardy, Organist 

Ann Phelps, Director of Spiritual Engagement 
Audie Dodson, Administrative Assistant 

Dee Stallings, Accountant 
Fran Peacock, Accountant 

Terry Longino, Sexton 
Jeannette Blockman, Kitchen Assistant 

Wendy Edwards, Nursery Worker 
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