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Welcome to Fondren Presbyterian Church! We’re so glad you’re with us this morning for 

worship and fellowship. If you’re a first-time visitor, welcome to our church home. If you’re a 

return visitor, welcome back! Fondren is an inclusive faith community where everyone is 

welcome to come and grow in Christ. If you would like to learn more about Fondren, please 

seek out an usher or greeter or join us at the communion table after worship where one of our 

elders will be happy to share more about life at Fondren Presbyterian. 

Again, welcome! We hope this time of worship will renew and uplift your spirit. 



WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 
*Those able may stand.         

Bold type indicates a unison response 

 

WELCOME & OPPORTUNITIES FOR DISCIPLESHIP                                                        The Rev. Dr. Rob Lowry 

PRELUDE          Prelude in G Major                     L. Mourlan 

WE LIFT UP OUR HEARTS                 Jim Pitts 

Today we celebrate a special baptism; the baptism of Jesus of Nazareth. 

God says: Look! See my chosen servant, the One in whom I utterly delight; 

 I have placed my Spirit on him, he will bring true justice to the nations. 

When Jesus was baptized, the heavens opened up, and Spirit came down like a dove; and there was  

A voice from heaven saying: 

  “This is my dearly loved Son, with whom I am delighted.” 

 The joy of the Lord be with you all. 

  And also with you. 

*HYMN 475                                       Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing              NETTLETON 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

To a world of brokenness, God speaks of healing. To a time of confusion, God tells of that future 

grounded in love. To a people longing for redemption, God comes to bring us home. Let us confess how 

we have not heard God speaking to us, as we pray, saying, 

CONFESSION OF OUR SINFULNESS (Unison) 

How complex life is,  

Always we face challenges that seem beyond us.  

We are caught in a web of relationships  

Which too often become sterile,  

Or irritating or just a formality.  

We face work which is demanding  

Too often with impatience  

And little joy  

Watching the clock.  

We hear the cries of a broken world,  

Too often with despair  

Or a sense of futility  

As though we can do nothing to help.  

And so, we seem to ourselves  

Shallow people just ticking over the calendar  

And not going anywhere.  

That is not what you created us to be.  



Grant us the spirit of hope infusing our lives,  

So that what we have been  

May not determine what we shall become.  

In Christ, may we draw closer to you  

In steady pilgrimage. 

Silent Confession 

SUNG PETITION #469 (seated)    Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying          CHILDREN PRAYING 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON                     Ann Phelps 

…in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!   

 Thanks be to God! 

THE PEACE 

The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, which passes all understanding, be with you all. 

 And also with you.  

Please turn to those nearby and extend a hand of friendship and a word of greeting. 

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN 

INTERLUDE 

ANTHEM                 Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice                                     ABERYSTWYTH 

 (See Hymn #163 for text.) 



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                     Matthew 3:1-17  

SERMON                 “The Walking Wet”                                  Dr. Lowry 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

*HYMN OF RESPONSE #479                 Ho, All Who Thirst           JACOB’S WELL 

*WHAT WE BELIEVE  

I believe in God 

who speaks through the prophets 

and lifts our gaze up to high and beautiful paths and peaks. 

 

I believe in Christ Jesus, 

free of corruption yet willingly numbered among the sinners, 

baptized in the waters of the Jordan. 

 

I believe in the Spirit 

who rested on Jesus like a dove, 

and who inspired him with such love 

as the world has not seen before or since. 

 

I believe that those who are baptized into Christ 

shall share his Spirit, his mission 

and his ultimate victory over sin and death. 

 

I believe that this believing is a gift from God, 

not to be used for self-gratification 

but for the building up of the church 

and for humble service in the world. 

 

I believe in my worth as a baptized child of God, 

the recipient of a healing grace 

which precedes and supersedes all my efforts to be true. 

With the help of God, 

I will attempt to live my belief all the days of my life, 

and by his grace, dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

Amen! 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING 

OFFERTORY                                                             Lyrisch Stück                                  Gustavo Adolph Merkel 

*SUNG THANKSGIVING #717              For the Life That You Have Given  PLEADING SAVIOR 



 
   

WE GATHER AT GOD’S TABLE 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE  

THE SURSUM CORDA   

The Lord be with you. 

  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

    We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

    It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

WE DEPART IN GOD’S NAME 

* HYMN #481           I Believe in God the Father                 GENEVAN 42  

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                 

*POSTLUDE                                                  All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name                              Tom Birchwood 

 

 

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS AND VOLUNTEERS TODAY Carol Brasfield, Liz Hudson, Laurie McRee, Hubby Saunders 

(Ushers), Jane Sanders (Communion Preparation) Beverly Ray (Childcare). 

JOIN US AFTER WORSHIP in the fellowship hall for Second Sunday Lunch. The menu is Mixed Greens Salad, 

Hamburger Steaks, Mashed Potatoes and Gravy, English Peas, Banana Pudding, and Rolls. The cost is $7.00 per person 

for adults and children over 12. No charge for children under 12. Families pay a maximum of $25. 

Everyone welcome. 

THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH THIS WEEK 
 

2018 GIVING STATEMENTS ARE READY.  Stop by the table in the Narthex and pick up your family’s document 

and save the church postage. 

VISITORS FROM HASTINGS COLLEGE January 13-19, education majors from Hastings College, a PCUSA 

affiliated liberal arts college in Nebraska, will be visiting Jackson and observing in public schools for their Multicultural 

Education January-Term class. We will host them this Wednesday evening, as they learn more how racial dynamics have 

shaped the education systems in our community. Please help us welcome them to Fondren. 

 CLEAN-UP BUCKET AND HYGIENE KITS may be brought to the church and added to those from other PC(USA) 

congregations.  These supplies are used by Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and Church World Service in the wake of 

natural and man-made disasters.  Lists of items for each may be found on the Ministry Opportunities Board outside the 

finance office. 

ADOPT-A-SCHOOL/PARTNERS IN EDUCATION is up and running in our new partnership with Galloway 

Elementary School and we need all willing souls to join us.  Be on the lookout for ways you can join in making a 

difference in the life of a JPS student. Supplies for the P.I.E Store for teachers may be left by the stairs between the men’s 

and women’s restrooms just inside the door. Items currently needed are posted on the Ministry Opportunities Board 

outside the finance office. 



THE MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY BOARD located outside the finance office has sign-up sheets for church activities 

and volunteer opportunities.  

CONGREGATIONAL AND COMMUNITY CARE 

WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER Edna Dreher, Kay Ford, Mary Robinson, and Jane Welch. 

TO ADD A NAME to the prayer list, please email or call the church office (fondrenpcusa@comcast.net or 601-982-

3232). Unless otherwise instructed, names are included in the eNews and bulletin for four weeks.  

 

THE CHURCH CALENDAR   

Sunday, January 13, Baptism of the Lord 

  9:00 a.m. – Handbell Rehearsal  

  9:30 a.m. – Sunday School  

10:30 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 

                      Fellowship Time 

11:00 a.m. – Morning Worship 

12:00 p.m. – Second Sunday Lunch 

            Christian Education Meeting 

  2:00 p.m. – Enneagram Class 

  5:30 p.m. – Youth Program 

  5:45 p.m. – The 5:45 Service 

Monday, January 14 

        9:30 a.m. – Circle 2 

Tuesday, January 15 

        10:00 p.m. – Stitchery Guild 

          Wednesday, December 12 

            5:30 p.m. – Adult Choir   

                                                         Children’s Fellowship 

            6:00 p.m. – Fellowship Supper  

          6:50 p.m. – Evening Prayers 

                    7:00 p.m. – Bible Study 

Friday, January 18 

        10:00 a.m. – Meals on Wheels 

Saturday, January 19 

         9:00 a.m. – Fellowship Hall Reserved (Pitts) 

Sunday, January 20, 2
nd

 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  9:00 a.m. – Handbell Rehearsal  

  9:30 a.m. – Sunday School  

10:30 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 

                     Fellowship Time 

11:00 a.m. – Morning Worship 

  2:00 p.m. – Enneagram Class 

  5:30 p.m. – Youth Program 

  5:45 p.m. – The 5:45 Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:fondrenpcusa@comcast.net


 

OUR MISSION AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
 

Living into our shared calling, Fondren Presbyterian Church welcomes and nurtures all children of 

God into the work of justice, reconciliation, and transformation of the world in the name of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

You shall love the Lord your 

God with all your heart, 

And with all of your soul and 

with all your mind . . . 

and you shall love your 

neighbor as yourself. 

—Matthew 22:37-39 

 

What does the Lord require 

of you but to do justice, 

and to love kindness, and to 

walk humbly with your God? 

—Micah 6:8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FONDREN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF 
The Reverend Dr. Rob Lowry, Pastor/Head of Staff 

The Reverend Dr. Rims Barber, Parish Associate 

Dr. Nell Adams, Music Director 

Jeff Hardy, Organist 

Ann Phelps, Director of Spiritual Engagement 

Audie Dodson, Administrative Assistant 

Dee Stallings, Accountant 

Fran Peacock, Accountant 

Terry Longino, Sexton 

Jeannette Blockman, Kitchen Assistant 

Wendy Edwards, Nursery Worker 
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