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Welcome to Fondren Presbyterian Church! We’re so glad you’re with us this morning for worship and 

fellowship. If you’re a first-time visitor, welcome to our church home. If you’re a return visitor, welcome back! 

Fondren is an inclusive faith community where everyone is welcome to come and grow in Christ. If you would 

like to learn more about Fondren, please seek out an usher or greeter or join us at the communion table after 

worship where one of our elders will be happy to share more about life at Fondren Presbyterian. 

Again, welcome! We hope this time of worship will renew and uplift your spirit. 



WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 
*Those able may stand.         

Bold type indicates a unison response 

 

WELCOME & OPPORTUNITIES FOR DISCIPLESHIP                                                        The Rev. Dr. Rob Lowry 

PRELUDE                            The King of Love My Shepherd Is                  Carol Parson 

WE LIFT UP OUR HEARTS             Nash Noble 

 We gather together to worship God, 

  who comes to us when we least expect it. 

 We gather together to worship Christ, 

  who calls us out of the safety of our ordered lives. 

 We gather together to worship the Spirit, 

  who invites us to join in the adventure of faith. 

 Let’s worship God together! 

*HYMN #366     Love Divine, All Loves Excelling     HYFRYDOL 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

CONFESSION OF OUR SINFULNESS (Unison) 

God, we confess that we do not always understand Your ways.  

We are easily discouraged when life takes unexpected turns and our carefully laid plans and 

dreams come to nothing.  

We confess that we are quick to give up when things get difficult, and quick to question Your 

presence and Your power. 

Forgive us. Grant us patience to wait for Your good timing.  

Open our eyes to recognize Your leading in our lives— to listen for Your gentle whisper when we 

least expect it.  

And then give us courage to step out in faith and obedience, trusting in Your leading even when 

we cannot yet see the outcome.  

We praise You for Your faithful love, and pray that You would make us worthy to bear Your 

name. Amen. 

Silent Confession 

SUNG PETITION #447 (seated)     We Are Forgiven             WE ARE FORGIVEN 

We are forgiven, We are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 

We are forgiven. We are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

One: …in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!   

All:   Thanks be to God! 

 



THE PEACE 

One: The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, which passes all understanding, be with you all. 

All: And also with you.  

Please turn to those nearby and extend a hand of friendship and a word of greeting. 

Children are invited to join volunteers in the back of the church  

to go upstairs to the Children’s Pray-ground balcony. 

To learn more about our Pray-ground, see Worship Notes. 
 

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                            Matthew 14:13-33 

He ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. He took the five loaves of bread and the two fish, looked 

up to heaven, blessed them and broke the loaves apart and gave them to his disciples. Then the disciples 

gave them to the crowds. Everyone ate until they were full, and they filled twelve baskets with the 

leftovers. About five thousand men plus women and children had eaten. 

ANTHEM              I, the Lord of Sea and Sky          arr. Jack Schrader 

          (with Dr. Arlandra Harvey, solo)              see Hymn #69 for text 
 

SERMON              “A Failure of Imagination”                             Dr. Lowry 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

*HYMN OF RESPONSE #504     We Come as Guests Invited                WIE LIEBLICH IST DER MAIEN 

*WHAT WE BELIEVE1  

We are disciples of the living Christ, therefore: 

 We refuse to believe that we are unable to influence the events around us. 

 We refuse to believe we are bound by racism, war, and injustice. 

 We refuse to believe that the world is beyond God’s care and promise. 

We are disciples of the living Christ, therefore: 

 We believe those around us are our brothers and my sisters. 

 We believe in dignity every day and that our brokenness can be healed. 

 We believe we can overcome oppression and violence, without resorting to it. 

We are disciples of the living Christ, therefore; 

 We dare to dream. 

 We dare to hope. 

 We dare to proclaim the day of the Lord’s favor. 

We are disciples of the living Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING 

OFFERTORY                                       I Want To Walk As A Child Of The Light               Kathleen Thomerson                     

                                                 
1
 Inspired by the writings of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  



*SUNG THANKSGIVING #717              For the Life That You Have Given  PLEADING SAVIOR 

For the Life that you have given,  

for the love Christ made known,  

with these fruits of time and labor, 

With these gifts that are your own: 

Here we offer, Lord, our praises; 

Heart and mind and strength we bring; 

Give us grace to love and serve you, 

Living what we pray and sing. 

WE GATHER AT GOD’S TABLE 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE  

Gathered round a table is where Jesus so often met people. 

 At the table of Matthew, 

 the table of Zacchaeus,  

 the table of Simon,  

 the table of Peter,  

 the table of Lazarus,  

 the table of Mary and Martha,  

 the tables of Joanna and Susannah. 

Gathered round a table where he could see people face to face, listen to their stories, and share their 

laughter. 

And here, we are gathered round a table because this is where Jesus has promised to be for those who 

want to meet him. 

Know that you are invited and feel welcome at this table.  Jesus Christ, who hear offers us a foretaste of 

eternal life, invites us to be his guests.  

THE SURSUM CORDA   

The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

 We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 It is right to praise you, for you are the One from whom we came and the One to whom we will return. 

 You conceived the universe, wove the world together and hold all life in your hand. 

 You watch us waking or sleeping,  

  you keep every tear that we shed,  

  you hear every prayer that we make,  

  you know both our best and our worst and you will not let us go. 

 So with rain, wind and sunshine, with all that moves in time with its Maker, we praise you. 

  With angels and archangels,  

  with the saints from long ago,  

  with our loved ones who are gathered round your heavenly table, we praise you. 



 Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 Yes, blessed is he who was born among us incognito, who grew up without privilege or status, who  

  walked the way to heaven through the backstreets of this world. 

  Yes, blessed is the One who told the deepest truths, who touched, healed, blessed, and  

  disturbed without fear or favor, who showed inclusive love in all its unconditional glory. 

 Blessed is the One who, for all this, was crucified, died and was buried; who, for all this and for all  

  of us, rose again; who though high in heaven is present with us here and now. 

 God beyond holiness, as we do what Jesus once did, let your Spirit move among us to settle on this  

  bread and this wine that they may become for us the body and blood of Christ.  

 And let that same Spirit stir our souls so that is as we share this sacrament, we may recognize our Lord  

  and receive him that he may be in us and we in him forever.  Amen.
2
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

WE DEPART IN GOD’S NAME 

* HYMN #805                Come Sing to God                         ELLACOMBE 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                 

*POSTLUDE                                                      Fill His Courts with Praise           Elizabeth T. Van Woert 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                 
2
 Adapted from Wild Goose Resource Group “A Wee Worship Book” 



WORSHIP NOTES 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS AND VOLUNTEERS TODAY Bonnie Bowley, Brenda Dyson, Marcella McKay 

(Ushers), Nash Noble (Liturgist), Nash Noble (Communion Preparation) Jamie Pitts & Beverly Ray 

(Childcare). 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP Fondren welcomes children of all ages to participate in the worship service.  

During the passing of the peace, all children ages 3 through 5
th

 grade are invited to move with the adult 

volunteers to the pray-ground, the children’s worship area in the balcony, where they can work and play with 

worship-related activities and games. An adult will bring all children back to the sanctuary during the offertory 

to rejoin their families for the remainder of the worship service. Parents, you are welcome to join us in the 

balcony any time—especially if you think it might make your child’s transition smoother.  

 For parents and children who might be happier with a nursery, it is open to those from birth through age 

3, and supervised by adult volunteers and staff. 

 Anyone who has any questions or who wants to volunteer for pray-ground or nursery time, please 

contact Beverly Ray at 601.842.3415 or bray65@comcast.net 

 

THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH THIS WEEK 
 

CLEAN-UP BUCKET AND HYGIENE KITS may be brought to the church and added to those from other 

PC(USA) congregations.  These supplies are used by Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and Church World 

Service in the wake of natural and man-made disasters.  Lists of items for each may be found on the Ministry 

Opportunities Board outside the finance office. 

ADOPT-A-SCHOOL/PARTNERS IN EDUCATION is up and running in our new partnership with 

Galloway Elementary School and we need all willing souls to join us.  Be on the lookout for ways you can join 

in making a difference in the life of a JPS student. Supplies for the P.I.E Store for teachers may be left by the 

stairs between the men’s and women’s restrooms just inside the door. Items currently needed are posted on the 

Ministry Opportunities Board outside the finance office. 

THE MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY BOARD located outside the finance office has sign-up sheets for church 

activities and volunteer opportunities.  

THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION will be held this morning following worship. At 

the meeting, the Annual Report will be presented.  A limited number of paper copies will be available.  The 

report will be published on the website as well.  In addition to the Annual Report, the slate of nominees for the 

office of Ruling Elder (class of 2022) will be presented for election.  The nominees slated by the Nominating 

Committee are Lisa Brown, Brenda Dyson, John Huntington, and Jane Sanders. The 2022 class will begin 

service in June when the class of 2019 (Cindy McKey, Laurie McRee, Carolyn White, and Quint Withers) 

conclude their active service.   

 

CONGREGATIONAL AND COMMUNITY CARE 

WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER Julie Dees, Edna Dreher, Ann Marshall, Mary Robinson, Elizabeth Sutton 

Carolyn Burch’s mother), Jane Welch, and Stan Wilkinson.  

mailto:bray65@comcast.net


OUR SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS are extended to the family of Kay Ford. Kay died Wednesday February 

20.  

TO ADD A NAME to the prayer list, please email or call the church office (fondrenpcusa@comcast.net or 601-

982-3232). Unless otherwise instructed, names are included in the eNews and bulletin for four weeks.  

 

THE CHURCH CALENDAR 
Sunday, February 24, 7

th
 Sunday after Epiphany 

  9:00 a.m. – Handbell Rehearsal  

  9:30 a.m. – Sunday School  

10:30 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 

                      Fellowship Time 

11:00 a.m. – Morning Worship 

                  Annual Congregational Meeting 

12:00 p.m. – Mission Committee 

  5:30 p.m. – Youth Program 

           5:45 p.m. – The 5:45 Service 

Monday, February 25 

           5:30 p.m. – Session Meeting 

Wednesday, February 27 

          5:30 p.m. – Adult Choir   

                                 Children’s Fellowship 

          6:15 p.m. – Fellowship Supper       

          7:00 p.m. – Program 

Saturday, March 2 

         10:00 a.m. – Meals on Wheels 

Sunday, March 3, 7
th

 Sunday after Epiphany 

  9:00 a.m. – Handbell Rehearsal  

  9:30 a.m. – Sunday School  

10:30 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 

                      Fellowship Time 

11:00 a.m. – Morning Worship 

12:00 p.m. – Worship Committee 

  5:30 p.m. – Youth Program 

           5:45 p.m. – The 5:45 Service 
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OUR MISSION AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
 

Living into our shared calling, Fondren Presbyterian Church welcomes and nurtures all children of 

God into the work of justice, reconciliation, and transformation of the world in the name of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

And with all of your soul and with all your mind . . . 

and you shall love your neighbor as yourself. 

—Matthew 22:37-39 

 

What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, 

and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 

—Micah 6:8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FONDREN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF 
The Reverend Dr. Rob Lowry, Pastor/Head of Staff 

The Reverend Dr. Rims Barber, Parish Associate 

Dr. Nell Adams, Music Director 

Jeff Hardy, Organist 

Ann Phelps, Director of Spiritual Engagement 

Audie Dodson, Administrative Assistant 

Christel Howell, Interim Financial Administrator 

Terry Longino, Sexton 

Jeannette Blockman, Kitchen Assistant 

Wendy Edwards, Nursery Worker 
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