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Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 

February 17, 2019      11 AM 

 

Welcome to Fondren Presbyterian Church! We’re so glad you’re with us this morning for worship and 

fellowship. If you’re a first-time visitor, welcome to our church home. If you’re a return visitor, welcome back! 

Fondren is an inclusive faith community where everyone is welcome to come and grow in Christ. If you would 

like to learn more about Fondren, please seek out an usher or greeter or join us at the communion table after 

worship where one of our elders will be happy to share more about life at Fondren Presbyterian. 

Again, welcome! We hope this time of worship will renew and uplift your spirit. 

  



  



WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 
*Those able may stand.         

Bold type indicates a unison response 

 

WELCOME & OPPORTUNITIES FOR DISCIPLESHIP                                                           Ann Phelps        

PRELUDE      On Wings of Love and Prayer    SWEET HOUR and OH, HOW I LOVE JESUS 

     Handbell Choir                                                             arr. Douglas Wagner 
 

WE LIFT UP OUR HEARTS             Inez Dunlap           

Grace, mercy and peace to you in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

 Amen! 
God said to Isaiah, "See, I am doing a new thing! Do you not perceive it?! 

 But we see only seven fat cows and seven lean cows. (Genesis 41) 
God said to Isaiah, "See, I am doing a new thing! Do you not perceive it?!  

 But we see only stars in the sky and grains of sand on the beach. (Genesis 15) 
God said to Isaiah, "See, I am doing a new thing! Do you not perceive it?! 

 But we see only something like a sheet filled with all kinds of animals. (Acts 10) 
God says to us, "See, I am doing a new thing! Do you not perceive it?!  

 Now we see dimly, but then we will see face to face. When we gather around God's throne  

  and worship eternally.  
Let us worship God! 

 

*HYMN #402          How Lovely, Lord              MERLE’S TUNE 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the gift of the Holy Spirit. The proof of God’s 

amazing love is this: While we were sinners Christ died for us. Because we have faith in him, we dare to 

approach God in confidence. Let us confess our sins before God and one another.  

 

CONFESSION OF OUR SINFULNESS (Unison) 

Loving God, you have called Christ your own in his baptism, and you have called us your children 

in our baptism, but we have not risen to new life. Forgive us, O God. 

Forgive us when we spend our time determining whether the people we meet are wheat or weeds. 

Forgive us when we do not see the many ways you are working in the world. 

Forgive us when our ears are open to hearing your word but our hearts are not open to doing your 

word. 

Forgive us when we are content to remain as we are rather than grow in your service. 

Forgive us when we are not yeast in the loaf of your world. Hear our prayer, O Lord. 

Silent Confession 

SUNG PETITION #447 (seated)     We Are Forgiven              WE ARE FORGIVEN 

We are forgiven, We are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. 

We are forgiven. We are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God 

 



ASSURANCE OF PARDON                    Ann Phelps 

…in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!   

 Thanks be to God! 

THE PEACE 

The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, which passes all understanding, be with you all. 

   And also with you.  

Please turn to those nearby and extend a hand of friendship and a word of greeting. 
 

Children are invited to join volunteers in the back of the church  

to go upstairs to the Children’s Pray-ground balcony. 

To learn more about our Pray-ground, see Worship Notes. 
 

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                       Rev. Dr. Lynn Miller 

SCRIPTURE LESSON            Psalm 84:1-7 

                                                                                                                                           Matthew 13:24-43   

ANTHEM         O How Amiable                R. Vaughan Williams 

(with Lisa Strum, solo) 
 

O how amiable are Thy dwellings: Thou Lord of Hosts! 

My soul hath a desire and longing to enter into the courts of the Lord: 

My heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 

Yea, the sparrow hath found her an house,  

And the swallow a nest where she may lay her young: 

Even Thy altars, O Lord of hosts, My King and my God.  

Blessed are they that dwell in Thy house: They will be always praising Thee. 

The glorious Majesty of the Lord our God be upon us; 

Prosper Thou the work of our hand upon us. O prosper Thou our handywork. 

O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come, 

Our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home.                     (Text: Ps. 84 & 90) 

 

SERMON       “Knock, Knock”             

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

*HYMN OF RESPONSE #451        Open My Eyes, That I May See                              OPEN MY EYES 

*WHAT WE BELIEVE        (from A Declaration of Faith) 
Christ calls us to pilgrimage toward the kingdom. Jesus announced the coming of God's kingdom 

and its hidden presence in the midst of the world's kingdoms. He taught his disciples to seek God's 

kingdom first. We believe Christ gives us and demands of us lives in pilgrimage toward God's 

kingdom. Like Christ we may enjoy on our journey all that sustains life and makes it pleasant and 

beautiful. No more than Christ are we spared the darkness, ambiguity, and threat of life in the 

world. We are in the world, but not of the world. Our confidence and hope for ourselves and other 

people do not rest in the powers and achievements of this world, but in the coming and hidden 

presence of God's kingdom. Christ calls each of us to a life appropriate to that kingdom: to serve 

as he has served us; to take up our cross, risking the consequences of faithful discipleship; to walk 

by faith, not by sight, to hope for what we have not seen.   



MINUTE FOR MINISTRY                    Peggy Miller  

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING 

OFFERTORY                                                 Jesus, Priceless Treasure                       Johann Crüger 

*SUNG THANKSGIVING #717          For the Life That You Have Given             PLEADING SAVIOR 

For the Life that you have given,  

for the love Christ made known,  

with these fruits of time and labor, 

With these gifts that are your own: 

Here we offer, Lord, our praises; 

Heart and mind and strength we bring; 

Give us grace to love and serve you, 

Living what we pray and sing 
 

WE GATHER AT GOD’S TABLE 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE                              Dr. Miller 

THE SURSUM CORDA   

The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

  We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

WE DEPART IN GOD’S NAME 

* HYMN #714             God of the Fertile Fields                    ITALIAN HYMN 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                 

*POSTLUDE                                                        This Is My Father’s World             Edward Shippen Barnes    



WORSHIP NOTES 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS AND VOLUNTEERS TODAY Jim Pitts, Gerry & Austin Wilson (Ushers), Inez 

Dunlap (Liturgist), Jane Sanders (Communion Preparation), Jamie Pitts and Beverly Ray (Childcare). 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP Fondren welcomes children of all ages to participate in the worship service.  

During the passing of the peace, all children ages 3 through 5
th

 grade are invited to move with the adult 

volunteers to the pray-ground, the children’s worship area in the balcony, where they can work and play with 

worship-related activities and games. An adult will bring all children back to the sanctuary during the offertory 

to rejoin their families for the remainder of the worship service. Parents, you are welcome to join us in the 

balcony any time—especially if you think it might make your child’s transition smoother.  

 For parents and children who might be happier with a nursery, it is open to those from birth through age 

3, and supervised by adult volunteers and staff. 

 Anyone who has any questions or who wants to volunteer for pray-ground or nursery time, please 

contact Beverly Ray at 601.842.3415 or bray65@comcast.net 

 

THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH THIS WEEK 

ADOPT-A-SCHOOL/PARTNERS IN EDUCATION is up and running in our new partnership with 

Galloway Elementary School and we need all willing souls to join us.  Be on the lookout for ways you can join 

in making a difference in the life of a JPS student. Supplies for the P.I.E Store for teachers may be left by the 

stairs between the men’s and women’s restrooms just inside the door. Items currently needed are posted on the 

Ministry Opportunities Board outside the finance office. 

THE MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY BOARD located outside the finance office has sign-up sheets for church 

activities and volunteer opportunities.  

THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION will be held next week, February 24, following 

worship. At this meeting, the Annual Report will be presented.  A limited number of paper copies will be 

available on the 24
th

.  The report will be published on the website as well.  In addition to the Annual Report, the 

slate of nominees for the office of Ruling Elder (class of 2022) will be presented for election.  The nominees 

slated by the Nominating Committee are Lisa Brown, Brenda Dyson, John Huntington, and Jane Sanders. The 

2022 class will begin service in June when the class of 2019 (Cindy McKey, Laurie McRee, Carolyn White, and 

Quint Withers) conclude their active service.   

NEW CHURCH EMAIL ADDRESSES are active for Rob, Audie, and Christel.   

 Rob       rob@fondrenpcusa.org 

 Audie       office@fondrenpcusa.org 

 Christel   christel@fondrenpcusa.org 

 

CONGREGATIONAL AND COMMUNITY CARE 

WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER Julie Dees, Edna Dreher, Kay Ford, Mary Robinson, Jane Welch, Stan 

Wilkinson. 

TO ADD A NAME to the prayer list, please email or call the church office (office@fondrenpcusa.org or 601-

982-3232). Prayer requests may also be sent using the link on the front page of the church website 

fondrenpcusa.org  Unless otherwise instructed, names are included in the eNews and bulletin for four weeks.  
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THE CHURCH CALENDAR 

 

Sunday, February 17, 6
th

 Sunday after Epiphany 

  9:00 a.m. – Handbell Rehearsal  

  9:30 a.m. – Sunday School  

10:30 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 

                      Fellowship Time 

11:00 a.m. – Morning Worship 

  5:30 p.m. – Youth Program 

           5:45 p.m. – The 5:45 Service  

Monday, February 18 

             2:00 p.m. – PW Circle 4 

Tuesday, February 19 

           9:30 a.m. – PW Circle 2 

Wednesday, February 20 

          5:30 p.m. – Adult Choir   

                                  Children’s Fellowship 

          6:15 p.m. – Fellowship Supper       

          7:00 p.m. – Program 

Sunday, February 24, 7
th

 Sunday after Epiphany 

  9:00 a.m. – Handbell Rehearsal  

  9:30 a.m. – Sunday School  

10:30 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 

                      Fellowship Time 

11:00 a.m. – Morning Worship 

                  Annual Congregational Meeting 

12:00 p.m. – Mission Committee 

  5:30 p.m. – Youth Program 

           5:45 p.m. – The 5:45 Service  

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FONDREN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF 
The Reverend Dr. Rob Lowry, Pastor/Head of Staff 

The Reverend Dr. Rims Barber, Parish Associate 

Dr. Nell Adams, Music Director 

Jeff Hardy, Organist 

Ann Phelps, Director of Spiritual Engagement 

Audie Dodson, Administrative Assistant 

Christel Howell, Interim Financial Administrator 

Terry Longino, Sexton 

Jeannette Blockman, Kitchen Assistant 

Wendy Edwards, Nursery Worker 
 



OUR MISSION AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
 

Living into our shared calling, Fondren Presbyterian Church welcomes and nurtures 

all children of God into the work of justice, reconciliation, and transformation of the 

world in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 

 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

And with all of your soul and with all your mind . . . 

and you shall love your neighbor as yourself. 

—Matthew 22:37-39 

 

What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, 

and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 

—Micah 6:8 
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