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Welcome to Fondren Presbyterian Church! We’re so glad you’re with us this morning for worship and fellowship. If 

you’re a first-time visitor, welcome to our church home. If you’re a return visitor, welcome back! Fondren is an inclusive 

faith community where everyone is welcome to come and grow in Christ. If you would like to learn more about Fondren, 

please seek out an usher or greeter or join us at the communion table after worship where one of our elders will be happy 

to share more about life at Fondren Presbyterian. 

Again, welcome! We hope this time of worship will renew and uplift your spirit. 



  



WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 
*Those able may stand.         

Bold type indicates a unison response 

This morning as part of Heritage Sunday, we recognize those faithful members who have been a 

part of the Fondren family for over fifty years.  

 

Buster Bailey  

1962 

Diane and Dave Blankenhorn 

1956 

Charlotte Craig 

1954 

Joyce and Richard Dortch 

1964 

Joel Howell 

1959 

Lillian Magruder 

1960 

Barbara Meyer 

1956 

Margaret and Ned Perry 

1961 

Mary and Bob Robinson 

1969 and 1957 

Jane Welch 

1960 

Bill Withers 

1956 

 

 

WELCOME & OPPORTUNITIES FOR DISCIPLESHIP                                                               Ann Phelps 

PRELUDE                  Perfect Peace      WYE VALLEY and VILLE DU HAVRE 

 arr. Douglas Wagner 

Handbell Choir 

 

WE LIFT UP OUR HEARTS                   Jim Pitts 

Grace, mercy and peace to you in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen! 

Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all the generations. (Psalm 90:1) 

 You, O Lord, have been a dwelling place for us and our children. 

Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the world, from everlasting to 

 everlasting you are God. (Psalm 90:2) 

 You, O Lord, have been with us for these fifty years! 

God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. (Psalm 46:1) 

 You, O Lord, have been our refuge and our strength! 

The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. (Psalm 46:7, 11) 

 You, O Lord, are the eternal One and we have trusted you. 

Because of the Lord's great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. 

They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. (Lamentations 3:22, 23) 

 You, O Lord, have been our faithful One! 

Jesus said, "I will build my church and the gates of Hades will not overcome it." (Matthew 16:18) 

 You, O Lord, have built your church in this place and we have been blessed. 

*HYMN #409          God Is Here              ABBOT’S LEIGH 



CALL TO CONFESSION 

 Every generation of the faithful church learns anew the proof of God’s amazing love; we are sinners but 

 greater than our sin is God’s mercy and love.  Together let us pray, confessing our sins with the 

 confidence of  forgiven people. 

CONFESSION OF OUR SINFULNESS (Unison) 

You call us to be your voices in this world and we stay silent. 

You call us to be your hands in this world and we keep them hidden. 

You call us to be your feet in this world and we go our own way. 

When we meet those who are doubting and say nothing, forgive us. 

When we meet those who need your touch and do nothing, forgive us. 

When we are called to take up your cross and carry nothing, forgive us. 

Breathe life into these bones, bring freedom to these lives that we might declare with heart and 

soul and voice that you are our Lord and our God. Amen 

Silent Confession 

SUNG PETITION #447 (seated)     We Are Forgiven              WE ARE FORGIVEN 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

…in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!   

 Thanks be to God! 

THE PEACE 

The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, which passes all understanding, be with you all. 

   And also with you.  

Please turn to those nearby and extend a hand of friendship and a word of greeting. 
 

Children are invited to join volunteers in the back of the church to go upstairs  

to the Children’s Pray-ground balcony.  

To learn more about our Pray-ground, see Worship Notes. 

 

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  



NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                    Matthew 7:1-14, 24-29 

“Don’t judge, so that you won’t be judged. You’ll receive the same judgment you give. Whatever you deal out 

will be dealt out to you. Why do you see the splinter that’s in your brother’s or sister’s eye, but don’t notice the 

log in your own eye?How can you say to your brother or sister, ‘Let me take the splinter out of your eye,’ when 

there’s a log in your eye? You deceive yourself! First take the log out of your eye, and then you’ll see clearly to 

take the splinter out of your brother’s or sister’s eye. Don’t give holy things to dogs, and don’t throw your 
pearls in front of pigs. They will stomp on the pearls, then turn around and attack you. 

“Ask, and you will receive. Search, and you will find. Knock, and the door will be opened to you. For everyone 

who asks, receives. Whoever seeks, finds. And to everyone who knocks, the door is opened. Who among you 

will give your children a stone when they ask for bread? Or give them a snake when they ask for fish? If you 
who are evil know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give 

good things to those who ask him. Therefore, you should treat people in the same way that you want people to 
treat you; this is the Law and the Prophets. Go in through the narrow gate. The gate that leads to destruction 

is broad and the road wide, so many people enter through it. But the gate that leads to life is narrow and the 

road difficult, so few people find it. 

“Everybody who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise builder who built a house 

on bedrock. The rain fell, the floods came, and the wind blew and beat against that house. It didn’t fall 

because it was firmly set on bedrock. But everybody who hears these words of mine and doesn’t put them into 

practice will be like a fool who built a house on sand. The rain fell, the floods came, and the wind blew and 
beat against that house. It fell and was completely destroyed.” 

When Jesus finished these words, the crowds were amazed at his teaching because he was teaching them like 

someone with authority and not like their legal experts. 

ANTHEM         Life High the Cross             CRUCIFER 
 

 

 



SERMON               “The Road to Promise”                             Dr. Lowry 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

*HYMN OF RESPONSE #821      My Life Flows On          HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING 

*WHAT WE BELIEVE  

I believe in an innovative God, who does not wait for us to find ourselves but comes seeking the 

lost and calling us into a new way. 

I believe in Jesus of Nazareth as God’s love alive in the world.  And that when he calls us to follow, 

Christ also gives us the power to become, both in creed and deed, the children of the living 

God. 

I believe in the Spirit by whom Jesus still comes to us, calling us to follow him into an obedience 

which is true liberty and to a humble service which is the fruit of holy friendship. 

I believe in the church as the fellowship of Christ’s people, called to respect and support one 

another through joys and tribulations as we travel the road towards the “promised land” 

of God’s future.  

Because Christ has called me in this, I truly believe.  Amen.  

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING 

OFFERTORY                                                 His Eye Is on the Sparrow                 Charles H. Gabriel 

*SUNG THANKSGIVING #717          For the Life That You Have Given             PLEADING SAVIOR 

For the Life that you have given,  

for the love Christ made known,  

with these fruits of time and labor, 

With these gifts that are your own: 

Here we offer, Lord, our praises; 

Heart and mind and strength we bring; 

Give us grace to love and serve you, 

Living what we pray and sing 
 

WE GATHER AT GOD’S TABLE 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE  

THE SURSUM CORDA   

The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

  We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

  



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 Creating and caring God… 

 …from the beginning, you willed that we not be alone. 

  At the dawn of creation, you created us in community; community birthed in the Spirit  

  and blessed by God. 

 From the beginning you called us into covenant with one another. You claimed Israel and made them a 

 holy people. You chose exiles and made them a community of hope. 

    From the beginning, you called and you calls us still. 

 For the church called into being by Christ and birthed into reality by the Spirit, 

  We give thanks. 

 For this congregation, the generations who came before and the generations who will follow,  

  We give thanks. 

 For this household of faith which is so much more than walls and a roof, more than fixtures and  

 furniture, more than budgets, and programs, and traditions, and the best laid plans of Presbyterians,  

  We give thanks. 

 For the people you have called to join this fellowship, some whose lives have been formed by its history 

 and whose lives have shaped its history, for those who bring new threads to weave among our own, for 

 cradle Presbyterians and those who have only just seen the light! 

  We give thanks. 

 For those who have cared for your children in this place and led us into the world to care for your  

 children around the corner and around the world, for disciples young and old who have been nurtured in 

 the faith, 

  We give thanks. 

 For deacons, elders, and pastors who have led and loved us, sharing their gifts and relying on your grace, 

  We give thanks. 

 For musicians, educators, and those whose work behind the scenes makes the work of your church 

 possible, 

  We give thanks. 

 For the children we have yet to meet and the saints whose race is now run,  

  We give thanks. 

 For these and every good thing, 

  We give you thanks, now and always. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 



THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

WE DEPART IN GOD’S NAME 

* HYMN #305           Come Sing, O Church in Joy              DARWALL’S 148TH 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                 

*POSTLUDE                                                What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine                SHOWALTER    

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS AND VOLUNTEERS TODAY Liz Hudson, Laurie McRee, Troy Pearson and Hubby 

Saunders (Ushers), Jim Pitts and Ann Phelps (Liturgists), Margaret Branson and Hannah Richards (Readers),  

Jill Upton (Communion Preparation), and Beverly Ray (Childcare). 

THE BULLETIN COVER ART is a late 19
th

 century evangelical depiction of the wide and narrow gates. The 

image begins with a common starting point at the bottom depicting the tablets of the 10 Commandments, the 

remnants of the Garden of Eden, and two paths diverging.  To the left is the wide path and the wide gate marked 

with a sign that reads, “The Realm of the World” and a signpost that points to the gate reading “death and 

destruction.”  To the right is the narrow gate marked with a sign that reads, “The Realm of God” and a signpost 

pointing to the gate reading “blessed life.”  Along each path are symbols of the life of sin and the life of faith as 

interpreted in 19
th

 century German evangelical theology.  

TODAY'S FLOWERS are given for the glory of God in honor of Helen Boone, in appreciation of the many 

hours she spent helping repair and restore the funeral pall. 

TODAY’S LITURGY celebrating community and calling comes from many sources.  The We Lift Up Our 

Hearts and Prayer of Confession are from the Institute for Christian Worship at Calvin Theological Seminary.  

The interpretive scripture reading and communion liturgy were written by Rob.  And the What We Believe is 

the product of a congregational collaboration in the United Church of Canada. 

CHILDREN IN WORSHIP Fondren welcomes children of all ages to participate in the worship service.  

During the passing of the peace, all children ages 3 through 5
th

 grade are invited to move with the adult 

volunteers to the pray-ground, the children’s worship area in the balcony, where they can work and play with 

worship-related activities and games. An adult will bring all children back to the sanctuary during the offertory 

to rejoin their families for the remainder of the worship service. Parents, you are welcome to join us in the 

balcony any time—especially if you think it might make your child’s transition smoother.  

 For parents and children who might be happier with a nursery, it is open to those from birth through age 

3, and supervised by adult volunteers and staff. 

 Anyone who has any questions or who wants to volunteer for pray-ground or nursery time, please 

contact Beverly Ray at 601.842.3415 or bray65@comcast.net 

mailto:bray65@comcast.net


THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH THIS WEEK 

JOIN US AFTER WORSHIP in the fellowship hall for Second Sunday Lunch. The menu is Mixed Greens 

Salad, Shrimp Creole, Steamed Rice, Green Vegetable, Artisan Bread, and Lemon Cake. The cost is $7.00 per 

person for adults and children over 12. No charge for children under 12. Families pay a maximum of $25. 

Everyone welcome. 

WELCOME AND THANK YOU TO CHRISTEL HOWELL who has stepped in as our Interim Financial 

Administrator.  Christel, a long-time active member of Fondren, is no stranger to our congregation. We are 

deeply grateful to her for stepping into this interim role.  If you have any questions about finance or 

stewardship, please contact Christel at christel@fondrenpcusa.org  The Personnel Committee is discussing a 

way forward for a permanent staff position and will keep the congregation informed as that process unfolds. 

ADOPT-A-SCHOOL/PARTNERS IN EDUCATION is up and running in our new partnership with 

Galloway Elementary School and we need all willing souls to join us.  Be on the lookout for ways you can join 

in making a difference in the life of a JPS student. Supplies for the P.I.E Store for teachers may be left by the 

stairs between the men’s and women’s restrooms just inside the door. Items currently needed are posted on the 

Ministry Opportunities Board outside the finance office. 

THE MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY BOARD located outside the finance office has sign-up sheets for church 

activities and volunteer opportunities.  

ROB WILL BE IN ATLANTA at Columbia Seminary February 13-17 for the next class in the Spiritual 

Formation certification program.  Part of the focus of Rob’s work is Older Adult Spiritual Formation.  This 

course is a gathering of his cohorts for a four-day immersion in spiritual practice.  After completing three more 

courses, Rob will be introducing a new spiritual formation opportunity in our congregational context as part of 

his capstone project. 

REV. LYNN MILLER will be preaching on Sunday February 17.  Please welcome Lynn to the pulpit and 

Fondren! 

THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION will be held after worship on February 24.  At this 

meeting, the Annual Report will be presented.  A limited number of paper copies will be available on the 24
th

.  

The report will be published on the website as well.  In addition to the Annual Report, the congregation the slate 

of nominees for the office of Ruling Elder (class of 2022) will be presented for election.  The nominees slated 

by the Nominating Committee are Lisa Brown, Brenda Dyson, John Huntington, and Jane Sanders. The 2022 

class will begin service in June when the class of 2019 (Cindy McKey, Laurie McRee, Carolyn White, and 

Quint Withers) conclude their active service.   

NEW CHURCH EMAIL ADDRESSES are active for Rob, Audie, and Christel.   

 Rob      rob@fondrenpcusa.org 

 Audie      office@fondrenpcusa.org 

 Christel  christel@fondrenpcusa.org 

 

CONGREGATIONAL AND COMMUNITY CARE 

WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER Julie Dees, Edna Dreher, Kay Ford, Mary Robinson, Jane Welch, Stan 

Wilkinson. 

TO ADD A NAME to the prayer list, please email or call the church office (office@fondrenpcusa.org or 601-

982-3232). Prayer requests may also be sent using the link on the front page of the church website 

fondrenpcusa.org  Unless otherwise instructed, names are included in the eNews and bulletin for four weeks.  

 

 

mailto:christel@fondrenpcusa.org
mailto:rob@fondrenpcusa.org
mailto:office@fondrenpcusa.org
mailto:office@fondrenpcusa.org


 

THE CHURCH CALENDAR 

Sunday, February 10, 5
th

 Sunday after Epiphany 

  9:00 a.m. – Handbell Rehearsal  

  9:30 a.m. – Sunday School  

10:30 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 

                      Fellowship Time 

11:00 a.m. – Morning Worship 

             Second Sunday Lunch  

12:45 p.m. – Christian Education & Children and Youth Committees  

  5:30 p.m. – Youth Program 

      5:45 p.m. – The 5:45 Service 

Monday, February 11 

       11:00 a.m. – Stitchery Guild 

Tuesday, February 12 

       5:30 p.m. – Property Committee 

       7:00 p.m. – The Compassionate Friends 

Wednesday, February 13 

          5:30 p.m. – Adult Choir   

                                                         Children’s Fellowship 

            6:15 p.m. – Fellowship Supper       

                    7:00 p.m. – Program 

Friday, February 15 

      10:00 a.m. – Meals on Wheels 

Saturday, February16 

                9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. – Fellowship Hall Reserved (Pitts) 

Sunday, February 17, 6
th

 Sunday after Epiphany 

  9:00 a.m. – Handbell Rehearsal  

  9:30 a.m. – Sunday School  

10:30 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 

                      Fellowship Time 

11:00 a.m. – Morning Worship 

  5:30 p.m. – Youth Program 

      5:45 p.m. – The 5:45 Service  

  



 

OUR MISSION AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
 

Living into our shared calling, Fondren Presbyterian Church welcomes and nurtures all children of 

God into the work of justice, reconciliation, and transformation of the world in the name of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

You shall love the Lord your God with 

all your heart, 

And with all of your soul and with all 

your mind . . . 

and you shall love your neighbor as 

yourself. 

—Matthew 22:37-39 

 

What does the Lord require of you but 

to do justice, 

and to love kindness, and to walk 

humbly with your God? 

—Micah 6:8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FONDREN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF 
The Reverend Dr. Rob Lowry, Pastor/Head of Staff 

The Reverend Dr. Rims Barber, Parish Associate 

Dr. Nell Adams, Music Director 

Jeff Hardy, Organist 

Ann Phelps, Director of Spiritual Engagement 

Audie Dodson, Administrative Assistant 

Christel Howell, Interim Financial Administrator 

Terry Longino, Sexton 

Jeannette Blockman, Kitchen Assistant 

Wendy Edwards, Nursery Worker 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
3220 OLD CANTON ROAD     JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39216     601.982.3232 

fondrenpcusa.org 


