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Welcome to Fondren Presbyterian Church! We’re so glad you’re with us this morning for 

worship and fellowship. If you’re a first-time visitor, welcome to our church home. If you’re a 

return visitor, welcome back! Fondren is an inclusive faith community where everyone is 

welcome to come and grow in Christ. If you would like to learn more about Fondren, please 

seek out an usher or greeter or join us at the communion table after worship where one of our 

elders will be happy to share more about life at Fondren Presbyterian. 

Again, welcome! We hope this time of worship will renew and uplift your spirit.  



WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 
*Those able may stand.         

Bold type indicates a unison response 
 

WELCOME & OPPORTUNITIES FOR DISCIPLESHIP                                                        The Rev. Dr. Rob Lowry 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE                      Cardy, Kristen, Nilah and Ricky Miller  

We pray today and everyday for the coming of the Prince of Peace, yet so much of our world is broken 

apart by violence and war.  Still we never give up on God’s promise of a better world.  So today we light 

a candle of peace... 

Because hatred is still so strong, because so many swords have not yet been beaten into plowshares, we 

light a candle of peace…   

Because so many spears have not yet been turned into pruning hooks, we light a candle of peace… 

Because we pray for the day of God’s true Shalom, we light a candle of peace… 

The candle of peace is lit. 

May the light from this candle overwhelm the world. May the light from this candle say to all that God’s 

peace is coming on earth as it already is in heaven. Friends, be not afraid, God’s peace is at hand! 

Let us pray.  God of light and life, break through the darkness of our world with the light of Jesus Christ. 

Shine the light of grace on us all so the whole world may know that the Prince of Peace draws near.  

Amen.     

PRELUDE                               GOD CAME NEAR Overture                     Tom Fettke 
                       

LITANY OF PETITION 

One: If our lives are dry and parched, 

Lord, send the living waters of your Spirit 

 to revive us, 

to enliven us, 

to bring forth new life. 

All:  Immanuel, come quickly. 

One: If our times are empty and barren,  

 Lord, grant us a rich harvest, 

send us home with sheaves of blessing, 

fill us with your abundance, 

and teach us to share the harvest with others. 

All;  Immanuel, come quickly.  

One: If our bodies are weary and heavy laden,  

Lord, fill us with laughter, 

give us shouts of joy, 

envelop us with your gladness. 

All:  Immanuel, come quickly.  



One: If our lives are small and trivial,  

Lord, make us see great things, 

enlarge our vision, 

widen our borders. 

All:  Immanuel, come quickly. 

*HYMN OF ANTICIPATION #102         “Savior of the Nations, Come”    NUN KOMM, DER HEIDEN HEI

 

THE PEACE 

One: The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, which passes all understanding, be with you all. 

All: And also with you.  

Please turn to those nearby and extend a hand of friendship and a word of greeting. 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

OFFERTORY                                                       “Follow”                        David Meece 



WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

GOD CAME NEAR 

Tom Fettke, music and text, and Max Lucado, narrative 

Bonnie Bowley and Sophia Bowley, Narrators 

 

Additional music based on IL EST NE, TEMPUS ADEST FLORIDUM, LONDONDERRY AIR, STILLE 

NACHT, CRADLE SONG, MENDELSSOHN, BENEDICTION, compositions of Lanny Wolfe, Chris Machen 

and Robert Sterling, and traditional folk melodies. 

Additional choral text based on Isaiah 9:6, Luke 1, writings of Placide Cappeau as translated by John Sullivan 

Dwight, Joseph Mohr as translated by John Freeman Young, Flemish Carol, Lanny Wolfe, Christina Rossetti, 

Chris Machen and Robert Sterling, Charles Wesley, and traditional sources. 

 

Advent Celebration 

For to us a Child is born; unto us a Son is given.                                                                                                     

He will rule over all the earth. His dominion will never end.                                                                               

He’s the Wonderful Counselor. He’s the Everlasting Father. He’s the strong and Mighty God. 

He’s the Prince of Peace forever. Nations gaze and see the Light; marvel at His brightness dawning. 

Let all heaven and earth proclaim: “Christ is King and Lord of lords.” 

Narrator 1                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Sing for joy! The time is near: Christ will dwell among us.                                                                               

Soon the Savior will appear, bringing peace and justice. 

Son of God and Son of Man, hope of ev’ry nation.                                                                                               

Part of God’s eternal plan, bringing us salvation.                                                                                                

Rise and shine! Your light has come. Welcome now His glory. 

Sin and guilt are overcome; God’s redemption story.                                                                                            

God with us, Emmanuel, prophecy fulfilling. He the darkness will dispel. See His brightness blazing. 

Honor, blessing, glory, praise to be God, the Father. Lift your hearts, and voices raise. 

Magnify the Savior. He shall reign for shore to shore. Glory hallelujah! 

Christ is King forevermore. He shall reign forevermore. Hallelujah! 

 

Nothing Is Impossible With God 

Stacy Clark, solo 

Narrator 2 (Gabriel and Mary) 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord my God. My spirit soars; I magnify His name. 

God looked upon my lowliness with favor. All generations now will call me blessed. 

The Mighty One has done amazing things for me, and in return, I praise His holy name. 

His mercy reaches out to those who truly honor Him. His faithfulness remains from age to age the same. 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord. He is holy. 

 

 

 

 

 



On This Holy Night 

O holy night: The stars are brightly shining, it is the night of our dear Savior’s birth. 

Long lay the world in sin and error pining, till He appeared, and the soul felt its worth. 

Narrator (Mary) 

Silent night, holy night, all is calm all is bright round yon virgin mother and Child! 

Holy Infant so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace. 

Silent night, holy might, Son of God, love’s pure light radiant beams from Thy holy face, 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

 

The Night Was Ordinary No More 

Narrator 2 

On this night, my heart rejoices, Glory, glory to God! Far and near, I hear angelic voices…. 

“Christ is born!” the choir is singing. Love and peace to all the world He’s bringing. 

God, the Father, showed His favor. He sent Jesus Christ to be our Savior. 

He will change the world forever. Light has dawned, and darkness now is over. 

All on earth and heav’n adore Him. Great and small now humbly bow before Him. 

Come and banish all your sadness. Celebrate His birth with songs of gladness 

Sing glory! Glory to God! 

 

A Child And Yet A King 

Narrator 2 

O come to the manger, and gratefully bring your praise and your worship to Jesus, the King. 

Bow humbly before Him, your Redeemer and Friend,  

Who brings you salvation and love without end. 

Give glory to God in the highest; while angels above anthems raise. 

Rejoice in the birth of the Savior, Adore Him and render Him praise. 

 

Magi From The East 

Narrator 2 

O’er mountains and valleys, it led them each night, a star of most radiant light. 

The wise men rejoice as they journeyed afar to behold such a beautiful star! 

When they saw the star, they rejoiced with great joy! They rejoiced with exceeding great joy! 

Others saw the star, but they followed it not. To them it would come and would pass. 

The wise men kept trusting with all of their hearts that the star would find the Baby at last. 

When they saw the star…. 

 

The Christmas Gifts 

Ellie and Mary Clay Morgan, soloists 

Narrator 1 

What can I give Him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I would bring Him a lamb. 

If I were a wise man, I would do my part. Yet what can I give Him? Give Him my heart. 

 

 

 

 

 



Light and Life 

Jim Miller, solo 

Narrator 2 and Narrator 1 

I have seen the Light shining in the darkness, bursting through the shadows, delivering the dawn. 

I have seen the Light whose holy name is Jesus. His kingdom is forever. He reigns on heaven’s throne. 

 

Congregation joins in singing bold print (‘Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”) 

 

Hail the heav’n born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righteousness! 

Light and life to all He brings ris’n with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, born that we no more may die, born to give a second birth, 

Born to rule both heav’n and earth. He shall reign forevermore: 

King of kings and Lord of lords. 

 

All creation joins to say, “Christ the Lord is born today.” 

Trumpets sound and anthems raise; joined in wonder, love and praise. 

Stars that have no voice to sing; shining bright, their homage bring. 

Born to give us second birth, born to rule both heav’n and earth, 

He shall reign forevermore: King of kings and Lord____ of____ lords. 

And He shall reign forevermore! Alleluia! 

WE DEPART IN GOD’S NAME 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                 

*POSTLUDE                                                                 “Advent Mosaic”                                      Tom Fettke 

 

 

WORSHIP NOTES 

 

WORSHIP LEADERS AND VOLUNTEERS TODAY Carolyn Burch, Liz Hudson, Laurie McRee, Jim Pitts (Ushers), 

Lynda & Hannah Richards (Childcare). 

JOIN US AFTER WORSHIP in the fellowship hall for Second Sunday Lunch. The menu is Spinach Salad, Creamy 

Smoked Turkey Pasta Primavera, Medley of Desserts, Artisan Bread and butter. The cost is $7.00 per person for adults 

and children over 12. No charge for children under 12. Families pay a maximum of $25. 

Everyone welcome. 

 

THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH THIS WEEK 

THE YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY IS TONIGHT, 6 PM, AT ROB AND BRIAN’S HOUSE There will be a prize 

for the tackiest Christmas sweater and don’t forget to bring a gift for our Dirty Santa/Pirate Christmas gift exchange! 

CLEAN-UP BUCKET AND HYGIENE KITS may be brought to the church and added to those from other PC(USA) 

congregations.  These supplies are used by Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and Church World Service in the wake of 

natural and man-made disasters.  Lists of items for each may be found on the Ministry Opportunities Board outside the 

finance office. 



         Wednesday, December 12 

    5:00 p.m. – Handbell Rehearsal 

      5:30 p.m. – Adult Choir   

                                           Children’s Fellowship 

     6:00 p.m. – Fellowship Supper  

                7:00 p.m. – Bible Study 

 Saturday, December 15   

  9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. – FH Reserved (Pitts) 

 Sunday, December 16, Third Sunday of Advent 

  9:30 a.m. – Sunday School  

10:30 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 

                     Fellowship Time 

11:00 a.m. – Morning Worship 

  2:00 p.m. – Enneagram Class 2 

  5:45 p.m. – The 5:45 Worship 

 

 

GALLOWAY SCHOOL COAT AND HAT TREE is in the Narthex. This year our new school partner has asked that 

instead of our traditional Angel Tree project we collect coats, hats, scarves, and gloves which are in great need at the 

school. For more information check out the Galloway Tree or contact Jan Taylor. 

THE MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY BOARD located outside the finance office has sign-up sheets for church activities 

and volunteer opportunities.  

CONGREGATIONAL AND COMMUNITY CARE 

WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER Edna Dreher, Kay Ford, Mary Catherine Lowry Ford (Rob’s sister), Beverly Gray 

(Barbara Meyer’s friend), Tay Gillespie, and Mary Robinson. 

BE SURE TO SIGN THE PRAYER NOTES on the table in the Narthex.  They will be sent to those on our prayer list. 

TO ADD A NAME to the prayer list, please email or call the church office (fondrenpcusa@comcast.net or 601-982-

3232). Unless otherwise instructed, names are included in the eNews and bulletin for four weeks.  

THE CHURCH CALENDAR   

Sunday, December 9, Second Sunday of Advent 
   9:30 a.m. – Sunday School  

 10:30 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 

                              Fellowship Time 

 11:00 a.m. – Morning Worship 

 12:00 p.m. – Second Sunday Lunch 

           Christian Education meeting 

           Session Meeting       

   2:00 p.m. – Enneagram Class 2 

   5:45 p.m. – The 5:45 Worship 

   6:00 p.m. – Youth Christmas Party 

          

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR MISSION AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
 

Living into our shared calling, Fondren Presbyterian Church welcomes and 

nurtures all children of God into the work of justice, reconciliation, and 

transformation of the world in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 

 
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

And with all of your soul and with all your mind . . . 

and you shall love your neighbor as yourself. 

—Matthew 22:37-39 

 

What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, 

and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 

—Micah 6:8 

 

mailto:fondrenpcusa@comcast.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FONDREN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF 
The Reverend Dr. Rob Lowry, Pastor/Head of Staff 

The Reverend Dr. Rims Barber, Parish Associate 

Dr. Nell Adams, Music Director 

Jeff Hardy, Organist 

Ann Phelps, Director of Spiritual Engagement 

Audie Dodson, Administrative Assistant 

Dee Stallings, Accountant 

Fran Peacock, Accountant 

Terry Longino, Sexton 

Jeannette Blockman, Kitchen Assistant 

Wendy Edwards, Nursery Worker 

 

 

 

 
3220 OLD CANTON ROAD     JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39216     601.982.3232 


