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FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
DECEMBER 30, 2018 

11 AM 
Welcome to Fondren Presbyterian Church! We’re so glad you’re with us this morning for 
worship and fellowship. If you’re a first-time visitor, welcome to our church home. If you’re a 
return visitor, welcome back! Fondren is an inclusive faith community where everyone is 
welcome to come and grow in Christ. If you would like to learn more about Fondren, please 
seek out an usher or greeter or join us at the communion table after worship where one of our 
elders will be happy to share more about life at Fondren Presbyterian. 

Again, welcome! We hope this time of worship will renew and uplift your spirit. 



WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 
*Those	able	may	stand.									

Bold	type	indicates	a	unison	response	
	

 

WELCOME & OPPORTUNITIES FOR DISCIPLESHIP                                                                 Jim Pitts 

PRELUDE                                         Gesu Bambino          arr. Juliet Calkins 

WE LIFT UP OUR HEARTS                                                             
As we come closer to a New Year, we cast our thoughts to the past, 

  Giving thanks for all the saints who have gone before us in faith. 
Our stories continue the stories of people of God. 
 May our lives of faith continue on in those who follow after us. 
As we reflect this day on the ancestors of Jesus, ordinary people involved in God’s extraordinary  
gift of salvation, 

  we pray that God will use ordinary us in sharing that gift with the world. 
And just as Christ’s genealogy includes outsiders and outcasts, kings, priests, and leaders; 

  may we see you at work today in both the lowly and the mighty, 
  and may our worship this day join with theirs in reflecting your glory. 

Christ has come, breaking into our broken reality, 
  break into us, O Christ, and keep us in your Way.  

 
*HYMN OF ANTICIPATION #109              Blest Be the God of Israel          MERLE’S TUNE 

CALL TO CONFESSION              Jim Pitts 

Although God has given the church the message of reconciliation in and through Jesus Christ, we fall 
short of God’s call to be salt of the earth and light of the world. Let us confess the ways in which we do 
not follow God’s call.               

CONFESSION OF OUR SINFULNESS (Unison) 

Holy God, on this the fifth day of Christmas, we come together before you confessing, 
the times we have been caught up in the frenzied spirit of the holidays, sometimes 
forgetting your Spirit of Peace; the times we have focused so much on making the season 
perfect that we have neglected the voices of your people who cry out for Justice, and turned 
away from the hurting people and broken places in our world in need of Healing; the times 
we have dismissed Christmas as a time only for children, and stubbornly closed our hearts 
to your amazing gift of Love. 

O Holy Child of Bethlehem, Word Become Flesh, our Savior and King, hear us as we humbly pray, 
Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today. 

Silent Confession 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Hear the good news of Christmas. Today God reveals to us the wonders of divine love. 
For unto us a Child is born; unto us a Son is given. His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, the 
Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. Amen.  



SUNG PETITION #469 (seated)  “Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”          CHILDREN PRAYING 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 …in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!   
       Thanks be to God! 

THE PEACE	
The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, which passes all understanding, be with you all. 
 And also with you.  

Please turn to those nearby and extend a hand of friendship and a word of greeting. 

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN         Jane Sanders 

INTERLUDE 

ANTHEM    Celebration from GOD CAME NEAR          Tom Fettke 

For to us a Child is born; unto us a Son is given. He will rule over all the earth.  
His dominion will never end. He’s the Wonderful Counselor. He’s the Everlasting Father.  
He’s the strong and Mighty God. He’s the Prince of Peace forever. Nations gaze and see the Light;  
marvel at His brightness dawning. Let all heaven and earth proclaim: “Christ is King and Lord of Lords.” 
Rise and shine! Your light has come. Welcome now His glory. 
Sin and guilt are overcome; God’s redemption story. 
God with us, Emanuel, prophecy fulfilling. He the darkness will dispel. See His brightness blazing.  
Honor, blessing, glory, praise to be God, the Father. Lift your hearts, and voices raise. 
Magnify the Savior. He shall reign from shore to shore. Glory hallelujah!  
Christ is King forevermore. He shall reign forevermore. Hallelujah! 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  



OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                               Psalm 132:11-12 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                     Matthew 1:1-17 

SERMON                 “Ancestry.com”                       Dr. Miller 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

*HYMN OF RESPONSE #128         Infant Holy, Infant Lowly                              W ŻLOBIE LEŻY 

*WHAT WE BELIEVE                                                     “The Apostles’ Creed”       

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,  
 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third 
day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
         

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING 

OFFERTORY                                           Offertory on STILLE NACHT          arr. David Paxton 

*SUNG THANKSGIVING #717        For the Life That You Have Given         PLEADING SAVIOR 
(see page 7) 

 
WE GATHER AT GOD’S TABLE 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE  
God’s Banquet is coming. The time we await when all will gather from North, East, West and South. 
 A banquet where the rich and powerful will sit with the weak and poverty-stricken. A table 

where young and old will learn from each other. A time when all will sit together in peace, 
“and the wolf will lie down with the lamb.” 

Here at this table we get a foretaste of God’s banquet. This is indeed God’s table, not the church’s, and 
so all who seek to follow The Way are welcome to eat and drink from it. 
   Come and taste the grace eternal, come and see that God is good. 

THE SURSUM CORDA   
 The Lord be with you. 

 And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 



Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

WE DEPART IN GOD’S NAME 

* HYMN #110                              Love Has Come                                         BRING A TORCH  

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                 

*POSTLUDE                                                        A Time for New Beginnings                    Lani Smith 

 
 

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS AND VOLUNTEERS TODAY Jill Upton, Sue Moen, Hubby Saunders, Bonnie Bowley 
(Ushers), Jim Pitts (Liturgist) Jane Sanders (Communion Preparation) Jane Sanders (Time for Children), Jay Woods 
(Childcare). 
WE WELCOME Dr. Arlandra Harvey, Jackson native, who begins his tenure of signing with the choir. 

THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH THIS WEEK 
 

OFFICE HOURS The church office will be closed Tuesday and Wednesday. 

CLEAN-UP BUCKET AND HYGIENE KITS may be brought to the church and added to those from other PC(USA) 
congregations.  These supplies are used by Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and Church World Service in the wake of 
natural and man-made disasters.  Lists of items for each may be found on the Ministry Opportunities Board outside the 
finance office. 

THE MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY BOARD located outside the finance office has sign-up sheets for church activities 
and volunteer opportunities.  

CONGREGATIONAL AND COMMUNITY CARE 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING.  The Session has called a congregational meeting for Sunday, January 6, 2019, 
following the morning worship for the purposes of: 

 (1) to approve a change in Dr. Lowry's call to include $4800 per year to the PCUSA Deferred Compensation Plan. 

 (2) to elect the at-large members of the 2019 Nominating Committee.  The nominees are Dorsey Carson, Inez 
Dunlap, and Jan Taylor.  If elected, they will join the Session appointees Cindy McKey (chair) and Carolyn White. 

SESSION NOTES  The Session held a called meeting on Dec. 9, 2018.  In addition to the called congregational meeting, 
the Session accepted Louis Burghard's transfer of letter to join Fondren, appointed Reed Branson and Joyce Dortch as 
Endowment Commissioners, and approved the baptism of William Winter Phelps Townsend. 



WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER Edna Dreher, Kay Ford, Mary Catherine Lowry Ford (Rob’s sister), and Mary 
Robinson. 
TO ADD A NAME to the prayer list, please email or call the church office (fondrenpcusa@comcast.net or 601-982-
3232). Unless otherwise instructed, names are included in the eNews and bulletin for four weeks.  

 

THE CHURCH CALENDAR   
Sunday, December 30, First Sunday after Christmas 

  9:00 a.m. – Handbell Rehearsal  
  9:30 a.m. – Sunday School  
10:30 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 
                      Fellowship Time 

   11:00 a.m. – Morning Worship 
     5:45 p.m. – The 5:45 Service 

 
Saturday, January 5 
    10:00 a.m. – Meals on Wheels 
    
Sunday, January 6, Epiphany of the Lord 

  9:00 a.m. – Handbell Rehearsal  
  9:30 a.m. – Sunday School  
10:30 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 
                      Fellowship Time 
11:00 a.m. – Morning Worship 
             Congregational Meeting 
12:00 p.m. – Worship Committee Meeting 
  5:30 p.m. – Youth Program 
  5:45 p.m. – The 5:45 Service 

  



*SUNG THANKSGIVING #717        For the Life That You Have Given         PLEADING SAVIOR 

 
 

 
  



 
 

OUR MISSION AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
 

Living into our shared calling, Fondren Presbyterian Church welcomes and nurtures all children of 
God into the work of justice, reconciliation, and transformation of the world in the name of Jesus 

Christ. 
	

You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, 

And with all of your soul and 
with all your mind . . . 

and you shall love your 
neighbor as yourself. 
—Matthew 22:37-39 

 
What does the Lord require 

of you but to do justice, 
and to love kindness, and to 
walk humbly with your God? 

—Micah 6:8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FONDREN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF 
The Reverend Dr. Rob Lowry, Pastor/Head of Staff 

The Reverend Dr. Rims Barber, Parish Associate 
Dr. Nell Adams, Music Director 

Jeff Hardy, Organist 
Ann Phelps, Director of Spiritual Engagement 

Audie Dodson, Administrative Assistant 
Dee Stallings, Accountant 
Fran Peacock, Accountant 

Terry Longino, Sexton 
Jeannette Blockman, Kitchen Assistant 

Wendy Edwards, Nursery Worker 
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