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Welcome to Fondren Presbyterian Church! We’re so glad you’re with us this morning for worship and 

fellowship. If you’re a first-time visitor, welcome to our church home. If you’re a return visitor, welcome back! 

Fondren is an inclusive faith community where everyone is welcome to come and grow in Christ. If you would 

like to learn more about Fondren, please seek out an usher or greeter or join us at the communion table after 

worship where one of our elders will be happy to share more about life at Fondren Presbyterian. 

Again, welcome! We hope this time of worship will renew and uplift your spirit. 



WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 
*Those able may stand.         

Bold type indicates a unison response 

GATHERING MUSIC                              O Come, All Ye Faithful                                       The Handbell Choir 

WELCOME & OPPORTUNITIES FOR DISCIPLESHIP                                                        The Rev. Dr. Rob Lowry 

PRELUDE                                                   Silent Night, Holy Night        

Joseph, Dearest, Joseph Mine 

Away in a Manger (AFTON) 

Away in a Manger (MUELLER) 
All arranged by Frances Callahan and Mary Lynn Thompson  

 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES                                                                  The Pitts Family 

One: God our life and our breath. 

The angels bear witness to your coming; 

in the humility of service, 

with the poor and marginalized, 

in the cries of the new born child, 

in the heart of each person we meet, 

and in the beauty of all creation. 

  Today we light the candle of love 

 It is a reminder of both your love for us and your command that we love one another. 

 We hear the angels’ chorus bearing witness to your coming. 

All:   We are waiting. 

We are watching. 

We are witnessing. 

*HYMN OF ANTICIPATION #150          As with Gladness Men of Old          DIX 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

We can no longer play dumb. We not only know the lives we are called to lead, we are well aware of how we fail 

- through our words as well as our silence, by our deeds and our unwillingness to act. Let us confess to the God 

who comes to us, 

CONFESSION OF OUR SINFULNESS (Unison) 

You call us home to live with you, comfort of the lost, but we are too busy right now to listen.   

We flock to the stores run by temptation and seduction, seeking the best prices.  

We rush to judge everyone around us, but ask you to be more patient with our repeated errors. 

We feast at the table piled high with broken promises and drink from the cup of fading dreams.  

Yet you continue to cry out to us, speaking to us of your love.  Forgiveness is the gift for every moment, not 

just one day; hope is our constant companion as we journey with Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior; love is 

what you give and what you command from those who follow your Messenger of mercy. 

Silent Confession 

 



SUNG PETITION #469 (seated)  Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying          CHILDREN PRAYING 

Lord, lis-ten to your child-ren praying, 

Lord, send your Spir-it in this place. 

Lord, lis-ten to your child-ren praying, 

Send us love; send us power; send us grace. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

One: …in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!   

All:   Thanks be to God! 

THE PEACE 

One: The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, which passes all understanding, be with you all. 

All: And also with you.  

Please turn to those nearby and extend a hand of friendship and a word of greeting. 

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

TIME WITH OUR CHILDREN                Rob Lowry 

INTERLUDE 

ANTHEM        On This Holy Night from GOD CAME NEAR              Tom Fettke 

O holy night: The stars are brightly shining, it is the night of our dear Savior’s birth.  

Long lay the world in sin and error pining, till He appeared, and the soul felt its worth. 

Silent night, holy night, all is calm all is bright round yon virgin mother and Child! 

Holy Infant so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace.  

Silent night, holy might, Son of God, love’s pure light radiant beams from Thy holy face, 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                  Matthew 1:18-25   

SERMON     “Unexpected Angels”                 Rob Lowry 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

*HYMN OF RESPONSE #125      Before the Marvel of This Night           MARVEL 

(Choir vs. 1, Congregation vss. 2-3) 

*WHAT WE BELIEVE 

We believe in the love-kingdom of God, 

    through Christ upon us, within us, beyond us. 

We believe the love-kingdom is like a mustard seed; 

     sown in apparent insignificance, 

     growing into magnificence for the greening of the world. 

We believe the love-kingdom is like yeast; 

     inserted in humble insignificance into the dough of life, 

     expanding into enough bread for the world. 

We believe the love-kingdom of God is like a treasure; 

     lost and rendered insignificant under the ground, 



     now found with joy and thanksgiving. 

We believe the love-kingdom of God is like pearls; 

     all others become insignificant 

     when the largest, most beautiful pearl of all is found. 

We believe in the love-kingdom of God, 

     through Christ upon us, within us, beyond us; 

where the meek and the poor, the merciful and the hungry, 

     rejoice with the angels of God. 

Loving God, we believe; scatter our unbelief. 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERING 

OFFERTORY                           Still, Still, Still                                              arr. Walter Ehret           

*SUNG THANKSGIVING #717              For the Life That You Have Given  PLEADING SAVIOR 

 



WE GATHER AT GOD’S TABLE 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE  

One: We have heard the angels on high. 

All:  Their song echoes over the plains and over the plainness of daily life. 

One: Something beautiful is about to happen; something that will change everything. 

All:  Something so great that only an angel’s voice could tell it! 

One: The one who sits with us at the table is drawing near. 

All:  The one who sits with us at the table is ALWAYS near. 

One: With confidence in the one the angels proclaimed, who is always near, let us break bread together. 

THE SURSUM CORDA   

One: The Lord be with you. 

All:   And also with you. 

One:  Lift up your hearts. 

All:   We lift them up to the Lord. 

One:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name,  

 thy kingdom come,  

 thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

 and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  

 and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power,  

 and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

WE DEPART IN GOD’S NAME 

* HYMN #143    Angels, from the Realms of Glory     REGENT SQUARE 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                 

*POSTLUDE                                                        O Come, Let Us Adore Him             arr. Randolph Johnson    

 

 

 



WORSHIP NOTES 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS AND VOLUNTEERS TODAY Jill Upton, Stan Wilkinson, Gerry & Austin Wilson (Ushers), 

Matt Morgan (Liturgist), Jill Upton (Communion Preparation) Helen Boone (Childcare). 

 

THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH THIS WEEK 

CHRISTMAS EVE Join us tomorrow evening at 5:00 p.m., for our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service of Lessons 

and Carols.  

 

THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE OPEN on Monday December 24 and closed December 25-27. 

CLEAN-UP BUCKET AND HYGIENE KITS may be brought to the church and added to those from other PC(USA) 

congregations.  These supplies are used by Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and Church World Service in the wake of 

natural and man-made disasters.  Lists of items for each may be found on the Ministry Opportunities Board outside the 

finance office. 

ADOPT-A-SCHOOL/PARTNERS IN EDUCATION is up and running in our new partnership with Galloway 

Elementary School and we need all willing souls to join us.  Be on the lookout for ways you can join in making a 

difference in the life of a JPS student. Supplies for the P.I.E Store for teachers may be left by the stairs between the men’s 

and women’s restrooms just inside the door. Items currently needed are posted on the Ministry Opportunities Board 

outside the finance office. 

THE MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY BOARD located outside the finance office has sign-up sheets for church activities 

and volunteer opportunities. 

 

CONGREGATIONAL AND COMMUNITY CARE 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  The Session has called a Congregational Meeting for Sunday, January 6, 2019, 

during morning worship for the following purposes: 

 (1) to approve a change in Dr. Lowry's call to include $4800 per year to the PCUSA Deferred Compensation Plan. 

 (2) to elect the at-large members of the 2019 Nominating Committee.  The nominees are Dorsey Carson, Inez 

Dunlap, and Jan Taylor.  If elected, they will join the Session appointees Cindy McKey (chair) and Carolyn White. 

SESSION NOTES  The Session held a called meeting on Dec. 9, 2018.  In addition to the called congregational meeting, 

the Session accepted Louis Burghard's transfer of letter to join Fondren, appointed Reed Branson and Joyce Dortch as 

Endowment Commissioners, and approved the baptism of William Winter Phelps Townsend. 

WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER Tay Gillespie’s family, Edna Dreher, Kay Ford, Mary Catherine Lowry Ford (Rob’s 

sister), and Mary Robinson. 

TO ADD A NAME to the prayer list, please email or call the church office (fondrenpcusa@comcast.net or 601-982-

3232). Unless otherwise instructed, names are included in the eNews and bulletin for four weeks.  

 

 

 

 

mailto:fondrenpcusa@comcast.net


 

THE CHURCH CALENDAR   

Sunday, December 23, Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 9:00 a.m. – Handbell Rehearsal  

 9:30 a.m. – Sunday School 

10:30 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 

                    Fellowship Time 

11:00 a.m. – Morning Worship 

Monday, December 24, Christmas Eve Service 

       5:00 p.m. – Christmas Eve Service 

Tuesday, December 25 – Thursday December 27, OFFICE CLOSED 

Sunday, December 30, First Sunday after Christmas 

              9:30 a.m. – Sunday School  

10:30 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 

                    Fellowship Time 

     11:00 a.m. – Morning Worship (Lynn Miller Preaching) 

       5:45 p.m. – The 5:45 Service 

 

Tuesday, January 1 – Wednesday, January 2, OFFICE CLOSED 

Sunday, January 6, Epiphany  

 9:30 a.m. – Sunday School 

10:30 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 

                    Fellowship Time 

11:00 a.m. – Morning Worship and Congregational Meeting 

12:00 p.m. – Worship Committee 

  5:30 p.m. – Youth Fellowship 

  5:45 p.m. – The 5:45 Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

OUR MISSION AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
 

Living into our shared calling, Fondren Presbyterian Church welcomes and nurtures all children of 

God into the work of justice, reconciliation, and transformation of the world in the name of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

You shall love the Lord your 

God with all your heart, 

And with all of your soul and 

with all your mind . . . 

and you shall love your 

neighbor as yourself. 

—Matthew 22:37-39 

 

What does the Lord require 

of you but to do justice, 

and to love kindness, and to 

walk humbly with your God? 

—Micah 6:8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FONDREN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF 
The Reverend Dr. Rob Lowry, Pastor/Head of Staff 

The Reverend Dr. Rims Barber, Parish Associate 

Dr. Nell Adams, Music Director 

Jeff Hardy, Organist 

Ann Phelps, Director of Spiritual Engagement 

Audie Dodson, Administrative Assistant 

Dee Stallings, Accountant 

Fran Peacock, Accountant 

Terry Longino, Sexton 

Jeannette Blockman, Kitchen Assistant 

Wendy Edwards, Nursery Worker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
3220 OLD CANTON ROAD      
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