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Welcome to Fondren Presbyterian Church! We’re so glad you’re with us this morning for 

worship and fellowship. If you’re a first-time visitor, welcome to our church home. If you’re a 

return visitor, welcome back! Fondren is an inclusive faith community where everyone is 

welcome to come and grow in Christ. If you would like to learn more about Fondren, please 

seek out an usher or greeter or join us at the communion table after worship where one of our 

elders will be happy to share more about life at Fondren Presbyterian. 

Again, welcome! We hope this time of worship will renew and uplift your spirit.  



Worship this morning is a celebration of the symbols of Advent, one is the Advent wreath. 

The advent wreath is traditionally made in the form of a circle. The circle represents the infinite and eternal 

nature of God.  The candles represent the four theological virtues- hope, love, joy, and peace. The fifth candle 

represents Christ, the perfect presence in the world of those same virtues in the person of the Messiah.   

As part of our worship this morning we will make Advent wreaths for home. This activity is for all ages! 

 

 

WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 
*Those able may stand.         

Bold type indicates a unison response 
 

WELCOME & OPPORTUNITIES FOR DISCIPLESHIP                                                        The Rev. Dr. Rob Lowry 

OPENING PRAYER 

PRELUDE                        “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus”              HYFRYDOL 
 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE                                                         The Dixon family 

 Joe, Laura, Raina and Charlie                                        

One: Advent is a time for God’s people to reawaken their longings. 

All:  We wait in hope for the Lord.  

One: We long for every hurt to be healed. 

All:  We wait in hope for the Lord.  

One: We long for every tear to be dried. 

All:  We wait in hope for the Lord.  

One: We long for every in justice to be made right.  

All:  We wait in hope for the Lord.  

One: We celebrate God’s promises and long for those yet to unfold. 

All:  We wait in hope for the Lord.  

One: This morning we light the first candle which reminds us that even in the midst of darkness, the 

light of hope shines.  Jesus Christ is the promised One of God, the light of the world.  May this 

light of hope illuminate our hearts throughout this Advent season. 

 Let us pray.   

 Gracious God, fill our hearts this day with the thrill of hope that is found in each of your promises. 

Like the people of old, we who have walked in darkness have seen a great light. Ignite our faith 

and light our path. In Jesus’s name we pray.  Amen.  



*HYMN OF ANTICIPATION   “Go Tell It on the Mountain”                 GO TELL IT 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

Because it is so hard to wait, it is not easy to live through Advent's days. 

But watch what God does during this time. 

God waits for us to turn from our old ways to find the right paths; 

God waits for us to admit what we have done, and failed to do, so we might be forgiven and graced with 

new life. 

Let us approach the One who waits - for us! 



CONFESSION OF OUR SINFULNESS (Unison) 

It is never easy for us to confess our sins, Waiting God. 

There are the hurts we have caused to our families and friends, 

which we would like to forget. 

There are those we believe are impossible to love, 

and so we don't try. 

There are people who live on the edge of our society, 

and we ignore their cries for help. 

Forgive us, God who comes near to us. 

When we have lost our way, show us yours. 

Lead us in humility down the streets of your kingdom. 

Teach us your truth, 

so we might be able to keep your Word, 

revealed to us in Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior. 

Silent Confession 

SUNG PETITION #469 (seated)  “ Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”          CHILDREN PRAYING 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

One: God does not remember our sins but does remember the promises which have been made to us. 

 God does not shame us but lifts us to new life. 

All:  Lead us in your hope, O God, and teach us your love. 

 You are the God of our days, we wait for you to come to us. Amen 

THE PEACE 

One: The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, which passes all understanding, be with you all. 

All: And also with you.  

Please turn to those nearby and extend a hand of friendship and a word of greeting. 



WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                                  Isaiah 11:1-10a 

SHARED PROCLAMATION 

How to Make an Advent Wreath 

 

One brick of floral foam   Knife 

5 candles (3 purple, 1 pink, 1 white)  Garden clippers or scissors 

5 candle stakes     Floral tape 

Greenery      One platter 

 

1. Cut the floral foam in half so that it is only half as thick as it was originally. 

You will end up with two bricks of foam, each about 1 ½ inches thick. 

 

2. Trim the foam so that it will fit into whatever container you plan to put it in. 

If you prefer, trim the corners and hard edges off the foam so that is more rounded. 

 

3. Use two pieces of floral tape to secure the foam to the platter by criss-

crossing the tape over the foam and securing it to the bottom of the platter. The foam will be 

covered with greenery, so it doesn’t really matter what it looks like or if there are gaps 

between the pieces of foam. 

 

4. Place the four candle stakes in the foam to form a circle and place one stake 

in the middle for the white candle. The stakes will stick up above the foam. 

 

5. Clip greenery into short pieces. Push individual pieces of greenery into the 

foam to cover it up. Let some greenery extend over the edges to cover the container. Make 

sure the cut ends of the greenery are in the foam (and not pushed all the way through) so it 

will stay fresher longer. 

 

6. Don’t forget to water your floral foam to keep it moist. You may have to 

replace some of the greenery as the season progresses. 

 

7. Note that the pink candle is lit on the third Sunday of Advent. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

*HYMN OF PROMISE         “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”    VENI EMMANUEL 

 

*WHAT WE BELIEVE   

We believe in God, creator and lover of the earth, origin and destiny of us all. 

We believe in Jesus the Christ—God coming to us in the fragile promise of a newborn baby— 

who emerges as the herald of hope, God's laughter in the face of despair. 

Plunged into death and hell, he broke free the captives, and is leading the way to the land of 

promise where justice and peace will flourish. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, who implants the seed of truth, brings us to birth as the body of 

Christ, and empowers us to confront and transform all that is corrupt, degrading and deceitful. 

We believe in the coming reign of God. 

Announced by the Baptist, it has drawn near to us in Jesus, and will be consummated 

in the glorious marriage of earth and heaven, when all who have passed through the world's deep 

sorrow will be raised from the waters, robed in righteousness, and gathered into the joyous 

fulfilment of God's desire. 

For the coming of that day on this day, we work and pray: Come, Lord Jesus, Come! 

PRESENTATION OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

OFFERTORY                                                     “One Small Child”              David Meece 



*SUNG THANKSGIVING #717              “For the Life You Have Given”         PLEADING SAVIOR 

 

WE GATHER AT GOD’S TABLE 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE  

One: God’s Banquet is coming. The time we await when all will gather from North, East, West and 

South. 

All:  A banquet where the rich and powerful will sit with the weak and poverty-stricken. A table 

where young and old will learn from each other. A time when all will sit together in peace, 

“and the wolf will lie down with the lamb.” 

One: Here at this table we get a foretaste of God’s banquet. This is indeed God’s table, not the church’s, 

and so all who seek to follow The Way are welcome to eat and drink from it. 

All:  Come and taste the grace eternal, come and see that God is good. 



THE SURSUM CORDA   

One: God is with us 

All:  We are not alone 

One: Christ is present here 

All:  The Spirit moves within us 

One: Let us give thanks to God 

All:  In memory and in hope 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

One: Blessings be to you, Creator God, 

Who in the beginning brought light and life to the world and who continues to bring it love and 

light everlasting. 

All:  Your song of wisdom echoes through the ages, your ancient promise still brings us hope. 

One: Over the ages you have called people to embrace your hope and share your love. 

But even when they have closed their ears to the song you did not stop singing. 

You sent prophets and messengers to your people, reminding them of the promised time of peace 

and justice that would surround the world. 

All:  They came in the midst of our despair and filled us with hope. 

One: And then you came to a young woman named Mary and laid out the promise in a new way 

All:  Promising her a son, who would be called Jesus 

Promising her that in her son the world would be changed 

One: And now as we prepare for that child to be born, we echo the ancient cry: 

All:  O come, O come Emmanuel. 

One: Yet even now, as we prepare to celebrate his birth, we remember the life that this baby will live. 

All:  We remember how he broke the bonds of human tradition to show all what the Banquet of 

Hope could be as he ate openly with the despised and the outcast of his world. 

One: And we remember one special meal, foretaste of the banquet that is to come, that he ate with his 

closest friends. 

All: Gathering them together in an upper room to share the story of liberation, he prepared them 

for liberation. 

One: And at the end of the meal he took bread, blessed and broke it, then passed it to them saying: 

All: Take and eat. This bread is the body of Life, broken by the world. Eat it in remembrance and 

in hope. 

One: After that he took the cup, blessed it, and passed it to them saying: 

All: This cup is the sign of the New Covenant. Whenever you drink it remember me, for I shall not 

eat or drink again until the time of the heavenly banquet. 

One: Remembering the birth of the child in the stable, we remember also his life, his death and his 

resurrection. 

All: We remember how he poured his love out all he met and look forward to his return and the 

coming reign of peace, love, and justice. 

One: God, you poured your Spirit on Mary and she sang words of defiance and hope. 

Pour out your Spirit upon us gathered here. As we eat and drink may we know your presence. 

As we eat and drink may we be opened to the possibilities of your hope and power 

And may we be strengthened in our time of waiting for peace and justice so that we will have the 

courage to make the Christmas promise a reality. Amen. 



THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power,  

and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

One: The Bread we break is the Bread of Life 

The Cup we Share is the Cup of Promise 

These are the gifts of God for the people of God. 

All:  Thanks be to God. 

One: Come and eat, the banquet awaits. 

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

As the elements are passed at your table, please offer them with the words 

“The body of Christ” and “The cup of Salvation.” 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

All:  God of pregnant expectations, God of Christmas promise, God of child-like hope, we have 

eaten and drunk from your table. May the eating and the drinking fill us with hope in a 

world of despair. May we be beacons of hope as we wait for the day when the world will be 

changed. Grant that this taste of your banquet which is to come would give us the hunger for 

peace and justice in our community and around the world. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WE DEPART IN GOD’S NAME 

*BECKONING HYMN    “While We Are Waiting, Come”       WAITING (Cason) 

 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                 

*POSTLUDE                                             “The People Who Walked in Darkness”         Sally Ann Morris 



   Saturday, December 8 

  10:00 a.m. – Deck the Sanctuary 

   Sunday, December 9, Second Sunday of Advent 

  9:30 a.m. – Sunday School  

10:30 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 

                     Fellowship Time 

11:00 a.m. – Morning Worship 

12:00 p.m. – Second Sunday Lunch 

         Christian Education Meeting 

         Session Meeting 

  2:00 p.m. – Enneagram Class 2 

  5:45 p.m. – The 5:45 Worship 

 

 

WORSHIP NOTES 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS AND VOLUNTEERS TODAY Jane Sanders (Communion Preparation) Jan Taylor (Childcare). 

DECK THE SANCTUARY The Worship Committee is looking for decorating elves to help in the Sanctuary on 

Saturday, December 8, at 10:00 am.   We’ll be lighting the tree, hanging wreaths and garland, and getting the sanctuary 

decked for the Advent and Christmas season.  Contact Mary Clay Morgan at 601-291-4388 if you have any questions.  

Please come join us!   

THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH THIS WEEK 

CLEAN-UP BUCKET AND HYGIENE KITS may be brought to the church and added to those from other PC(USA) 

congregations.  These supplies are used by Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and Church World Service in the wake of 

natural and man-made disasters.  Lists of items for each may be found on the Ministry Opportunities Board outside the 

finance office. 

ADOPT-A-SCHOOL/PARTNERS IN EDUCATION is up and running in our new partnership with Galloway 

Elementary School and we need all willing souls to join us.  Be on the lookout for ways you can join in making a 

difference in the life of a JPS student. Supplies for the P.I.E Store for teachers may be left by the stairs between the men’s 

and women’s restrooms just inside the door. Items currently needed are posted on the Ministry Opportunities Board 

outside the finance office. 

THE MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY BOARD located outside the finance office has sign-up sheets for church activities 

and volunteer opportunities.  

 

CONGREGATIONAL AND COMMUNITY CARE 

WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER Edna Dreher, Kay Ford, Mary Catherine Lowry Ford (Rob’s sister), Beverly Gray 

(Barbara Meyer’s friend), Tay Gillespie, and Mary Robinson. 

BE SURE TO SIGN THE PRAYER NOTES on the table in the Narthex.  They will be sent to those on our prayer list. 

TO ADD A NAME to the prayer list, please email or call the church office (fondrenpcusa@comcast.net or 601-982-

3232). Unless otherwise instructed, names are included in the eNews and bulletin for four weeks.  

 

THE CHURCH CALENDAR   

Sunday, December 2, First Sunday of Advent 

   9:30 a.m. – Sunday School  

 10:30 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 

                             Fellowship Time 

 11:00 a.m. – Morning Worship 

 12:00 p.m. – Worship Committee       

   2:00 p.m. – Enneagram Class 2 

   5:45 p.m. – The 5:45 Worship 

         Monday, December 3 

  10:00 p.m. – Pastoral Care Committee 

         Wednesday, December 5 

    5:00 p.m. – Handbell Rehearsal 

      5:30 p.m. – Adult Choir   

                                          Children’s Fellowship 

     6:00 p.m. – Fellowship Supper 

      6:50 p.m. – Evening Prayer 

      7:00 p.m. – Bible Study 

mailto:fondrenpcusa@comcast.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FONDREN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF 
The Reverend Dr. Rob Lowry, Pastor/Head of Staff 

The Reverend Dr. Rims Barber, Parish Associate 

Dr. Nell Adams, Music Director 

Jeff Hardy, Organist 

Ann Phelps, Director of Spiritual Engagement 

Audie Dodson, Administrative Assistant 

Dee Stallings, Accountant 

Fran Peacock, Accountant 

Terry Longino, Sexton 

Jeannette Blockman, Kitchen Assistant 

Wendy Edwards, Nursery Worker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
3220 OLD CANTON ROAD     JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39216     601.982.3232 

OUR MISSION AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
 

Living into our shared calling, Fondren Presbyterian Church welcomes and 

nurtures all children of God into the work of justice, reconciliation, and 

transformation of the world in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 

 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

And with all of your soul and with all your mind . . . 

and you shall love your neighbor as yourself. 

—Matthew 22:37-39 

 

What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, 

and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 

—Micah 6:8 

 


