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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

DECEMBER 16, 2018 

11 AM 

Welcome to Fondren Presbyterian Church! We’re so glad you’re with us this morning for 

worship and fellowship. If you’re a first-time visitor, welcome to our church home. If you’re a 

return visitor, welcome back! Fondren is an inclusive faith community where everyone is 

welcome to come and grow in Christ. If you would like to learn more about Fondren, please 

seek out an usher or greeter or join us at the communion table after worship where one of our 

elders will be happy to share more about life at Fondren Presbyterian. 

Again, welcome! We hope this time of worship will renew and uplift your spirit. 



WE ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 
*Those able may stand.         

Bold type indicates a unison response 
 

 

WELCOME & OPPORTUNITIES FOR DISCIPLESHIP                                                        The Rev. Dr. Rob Lowry 

OPENING PRAYER 

PRELUDE                        “Winds Through the Olive Trees”    Arr. Roger C. Wilson 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES                                    Jim Miller and John Huntington 

We know the story by heart, almost by rote.  We can retell it in our sleep; census, innkeeper, manger, baby, 

star, angels, shepherd, wise men… 

We know the story by heart, and that is a good thing because the heart is where the story belongs. 

The heart is where joy lives and this is a story of joy; a story of joy that fills our hearts with expectation 

and hope. 

Today we light the third candle; the candle of joy.   

Joy for the story. 

Joy for the gift. 

Joy for the season that lives in our hearts and reminds us God’s gift of joy arrives in unexpected ways and 

in unexpected places.   

Let us pray.  God of joy and gladness, fill our hearts today.   

Fill our hearts with expectation for the joyful arrival of Christ in the world.   

Fill our hearts with hope for the joyful kingdom of heaven.   

Fill our hearts with longing for the justice, reconciliation, hope, and love that make up our greatest joy; 

your true shalom in the world.  Amen.  

*HYMN OF EXPECTATION #82    “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”                             HYFRYDOL 

WE ENCOUNTER GOD’S WORD 

THE JOY GIFT STORY 

 Introduction                                              The Narrators 

 Hymn #121                      “O Little Town Of Bethlehem”                             ST. LOUIS 

 The Arrival in Bethlehem                         The Holy Family 

                          The Innkeeper 

 The Birth of the Christ Child 

 *Hymn #113                 “Angels We Have Heard on High”                                                     GLORIA 

 The Proclamation                            The Angel Gabriel 

 The Shepherds Arrive at the Manger                                    The Shepherds 

                                      The Lambs 



 Children’s Anthem                         “Go Tell It on the Mountain”          GO TELL IT 

(see Hymn #136) 

 Sharing the Story 

*HYMN OF PROCLAMATION #132 “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”    IN DULCI JUBILO 

WE GATHER AT THE FONT 

STATEMENT ON THE GIFT OF BAPTISM  

PRESENTATION 

RENUNCIATIONS 

AFFIRMATIONS 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary.  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell.  

The third day he rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER 

 One: The Lord be with you. 

 All:  And also with you. 

 One: Let us pray. 

DECLARATION 

THE PEACE 

One: The Peace of our Lord Jesus Christ, which passes all understanding, be with you all. 

All: And also with you.  

Please turn to those nearby and extend a hand of friendship and a word of greeting. 

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                                 Esther 4:1-17 

“Maybe it was for a moment like this that you came…” 

HOMILY             “For a Moment Like This”           Dr. Lowry 

 



WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 

TITHES AND OFFERING 

OFFERTORY                                                           “Chanson”                 Isabelle Ritter 

*SUNG THANKSGIVING #717              “For the Life That You Have Given”  PLEADING SAVIOR 

 

WE GATHER AT GOD’S TABLE 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE  

One: God’s Banquet is coming. The time we await when all will gather from North, East, West and 

South. 

All:  A banquet where the rich and powerful will sit with the weak and poverty-stricken. A table 

where young and old will learn from each other. A time when all will sit together in peace, 

“and the wolf will lie down with the lamb.” 



One: Here at this table we get a foretaste of God’s banquet. This is indeed God’s table, not the church’s, 

and so all who seek to follow The Way are welcome to eat and drink from it. 

All:  Come and taste the grace eternal, come and see that God is good. 

THE SURSUM CORDA   

One: May it be well with you. 

All:  And also with you. 

One: Life is a gift from God and we are to celebrate it. 

All:  May we rejoice in the beauty of this special time. 

One: We celebrate today God-with-us beyond our words, beyond our images, for we know that God is 

beyond those things. 

All:  But today we find joy in the image of God coming to us in the form of the Christ child. 

One: We sense God’s presence in creation and in the immensity of the universe, in the incredible display 

of life on this planet, and in our consciousness of something far greater than ourselves. 

All:  As Christians we rejoice in the birth of Jesus.   

One: In him we see the fullness of possibility to make God visible in our lives.  Like all of us he grew in 

wisdom as he aged.  He questioned.  He searched for meaning.  He shaped his convictions.  He 

experienced love and came to know love’s connectedness to God. 

 He stood firmly in his own traditions 

All:  and preached good news to all. 

One: He stood firmly for a life of faithfulness to God 

All:  and preached forgiveness for those who fall short. 

One:We rejoice that in the Christ child, God arrived in our world in the ordinary and made it 

extraordinary.  God arrived in our world in vulnerability and defied power.  God arrived in our 

world in love and never stopped loving even in the face of hate. 

All:  We rejoice in the child, God-with-us. 

One:  We celebrate, we remember, and we share this meal recalling the life, death, and resurrection of 

Emmanuel until he comes again in great glory. 

All:  Amen. 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

WE DEPART IN GOD’S NAME 

* HYMN #135    “Rise Up Shepherd and Follow”           FOLLOW 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                 

*POSTLUDE                                                        “Salute the Happy Morn”           Robert J. Hughes 

 

 



WORSHIP NOTES 
 

WORSHIP LEADERS AND VOLUNTEERS TODAY Bonnie Bowley, Ann Marshall, Marcella Mckay, Jay Woods 

(Ushers), Nash Noble (Communion Preparation) Margaret Branson & Beverly Ray (Childcare). 

BULLETIN ART THIS MORNING is drawn by Hays Carson and Ellie Morgan. Make sure you see both. 

 

THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH THIS WEEK 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING 4:30-6:30. All ages are welcome for this fun annual event this Sunday afternoon.  We will 

meet in the church parking lot and travel by bus to spread Christmas cheer to Fondren members and friends.  Don your 

Santa hats and Christmas sweaters, and bring a spirited singing voice! A light supper will be provided for carolers in the 

fellowship hall after the bus returns. 
 

THIS WEEK, The 5:45 will be encouraging the participation in the caroling instead. The 23rd we will take the week off, 

acknowledging everyone has so much going on with their families. We are back on for the 30th, and we'll be exploring 

themes of darkness and liminal spaces as we anticipate the calendar new year from a place where we have already begun 

the new church year.  
 

CLEAN-UP BUCKET AND HYGIENE KITS may be brought to the church and added to those from other PC(USA) 

congregations.  These supplies are used by Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and Church World Service in the wake of 

natural and man-made disasters.  Lists of items for each may be found on the Ministry Opportunities Board outside the 

finance office. 

ADOPT-A-SCHOOL/PARTNERS IN EDUCATION is up and running in our new partnership with Galloway 

Elementary School and we need all willing souls to join us.  Be on the lookout for ways you can join in making a 

difference in the life of a JPS student. Supplies for the P.I.E Store for teachers may be left by the stairs between the men’s 

and women’s restrooms just inside the door. Items currently needed are posted on the Ministry Opportunities Board 

outside the finance office. 

THE MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY BOARD located outside the finance office has sign-up sheets for church activities 

and volunteer opportunities.  

THE YOUTH CHRISTMAS PARTY was a great time at 

Rob and Brian’s house.  Thanks to Beverly Ray and Linda 

Richards for helping out! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL AND COMMUNITY CARE 

WE REMEMBER IN PRAYER Edna Dreher, Kay Ford, Mary Catherine Lowry Ford (Rob’s sister), Tay Gillespie, and 

Mary Robinson. 

TO ADD A NAME to the prayer list, please email or call the church office (fondrenpcusa@comcast.net or 601-982-

3232). Unless otherwise instructed, names are included in the eNews and bulletin for four weeks.  

mailto:fondrenpcusa@comcast.net


THE CHURCH CALENDAR 

 
Sunday, December 16, Third Sunday of Advent 

  9:30 a.m. – Sunday School  

10:30 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 

                     Fellowship Time 

11:00 a.m. – Morning Worship 

  4:30 p.m. – Caroling & Light Supper 

  6:00 p.m. – Game Night & Exam Study  

Monday, December 17 

        2:00 p.m. – PW Circle 4 (Parlor) 

Tuesday, December 18 

    10:00 a.m. – PW Circle 2 (Boone)  

Wednesday, December 19 

      5:00 p.m. – Handbell Rehearsal 

        5:30 p.m. – Adult Choir   

                                  Children’s Fellowship 

       6:00 p.m. – Fellowship Supper 

        6:50 p.m. – Evening Prayer 

        7:00 p.m. – Bible Study 

Friday, December 21 

            10:00 a.m. – Meals on Wheels    

Sunday, December 23, Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 9:00 a.m. – Handbell Rehearsal  

 9:30 a.m. – Sunday School  

10:30 a.m. – Choir Rehearsal 

                     Fellowship Time 

11:00 a.m. – Morning Worship 

  



 

 

OUR MISSION AND GUIDING PRINCIPLES 
 

Living into our shared calling, Fondren Presbyterian Church welcomes and nurtures all children of 

God into the work of justice, reconciliation, and transformation of the world in the name of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

You shall love the Lord your 

God with all your heart, 

And with all of your soul and 

with all your mind . . . 

and you shall love your 

neighbor as yourself. 

—Matthew 22:37-39 

 

What does the Lord require 

of you but to do justice, 

and to love kindness, and to 

walk humbly with your God? 

—Micah 6:8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FONDREN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF 
The Reverend Dr. Rob Lowry, Pastor/Head of Staff 

The Reverend Dr. Rims Barber, Parish Associate 

Dr. Nell Adams, Music Director 

Jeff Hardy, Organist 

Ann Phelps, Director of Spiritual Engagement 

Audie Dodson, Administrative Assistant 

Dee Stallings, Accountant 

Fran Peacock, Accountant 

Terry Longino, Sexton 

Jeannette Blockman, Kitchen Assistant 

Wendy Edwards, Nursery Worker 

 

 

 
3220 OLD CANTON ROAD     JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 39216     601.982.3232 


